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An  Hiftorical 


ACCOUNT 

OF  THE 

P  L  AG  U  E  at  Mar  fellies. 

H  E  Coafts  of  the  Levant  be¬ 
ing  always  fufpe&ed  of  the 
Plague,  all  VelTels  trading  to 
thofe  Ports,  and  coming  to 
Marfeilles ,  were  ftopt  at  the 
Ifles  of  Chateaudif,  where  the 
Magiftrates  of  Health  always  took  particular 
Care  to  regulate  the  Time  and  Manner  of 
their  Quarentine,  both  as  to  the  Ship’s-Crew* 
and  likewife  to  the  due  Airing  of  their  Goods, 
or  Merchandize,  according  to  the  Nature  of 
their  Bills  of  Health,  and  the  Eftate  and 

Condition  of  all  that  were  on  board  the  faid 
VelTels. 

In  the  beginning  of  May  1720,  they  Were 
credibly  inform’d  at  Marfeilles,  that  the 
Plague  rag’d  violently  in  feveral  Parts  of 
ValeJline  and  Syria ,  fince  laft  March . 

On  the  25th  of  the  fame  Month,  the 
VelTel  of  Captain  Chat  and,  which  came 
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from  Si  don  ^  ‘Tripoli ,  Syria,  and  the  Ifle  of 
Cyprus ,  arriv’d  at  the  Ifles  ;  but  with  clean 
Bills  of  Health,  becaufe  they  departed  from 
thofe  Parts  the  31ft  of  January ,  which  was 
before  the  Plague  was  difcovered. 

Notwithftanding,  the  Captain  declared  to 
the  Magiftrates  of  Health,  that  in  his  Voyage 
he  touch’d  at  Leghorn ,  where  fix  of  his 
Mariners  died ;  but  the  Phyficians  of  the  Pro¬ 
duct  there,  gave  their  Certificates  that  they 
died  only  of  malignant  Fevers,  caus’d  by  the 
bad  Provifion  they  were  forced  to  live  upon. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  one  of  the  Mariners 
died  on  board.  . 

On  the  28th,  the  Magiftrates  of  Health 
ordered  the  Body  to  the  Infirmary,  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  vifited  by  Mr.  Guerardy  firft  Chi’ 
rurgeon  of  the  Produff,  who  declar’d  there 
was  not  the  leaft  Mark  of  Contagion. 

On  the  29th,  the  Intendants  of  Health 
agreed  on  the  Method  of  purifying  and 
cleanfing  the  Merchandizes  and  Cargo  of  the 
Ship,  ...ordering  a  Quarentine  of  Forty  Days, 
beginning  from  the  Day  that  the  laft  Bale  of 
Goods  was  conveyed  into  the  Lazaretto . 

On  the  laft  Day  of  May,  three  more  Vef- 
fels  arrived  at  the  fame  Ifles,  viz.  the 
Bark  of  Captain  Jillaud ,  who  parted  from 
Sidon  after  the  Plague  had  broke  out ;  ano¬ 
ther  fmall  Veflel  of  Captain  Jillaud,  which 
came  from  the  fame  Place  ;  and^a  Bark  of 
Captain  Fouque,  which  came  from  Alexan- 
drettc . 
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The  1 2th  of  June,  Captain  Gabriel" s  Ship 
arrived  here  with  a  foul  Bill  of  Health  from 
the  fame  Places.  - 

That  very  Day  the  Guard  of  Quarantine, 
which  the  Magiftrates  of  Health  had  put  on 
board  Captain  Chatatid,  died  ;  and  the  afore- 
mentioned  Mr.  Guerard,  chief  Chirurgeon 
of  the  Produft,  vifited  the  Body,  and  decla¬ 
red  that  he  found  not  the  lead;  Sign  of  Con¬ 
tagion. 

The  14th  of  y  une ,  the  Palfengers  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  faid  Ship,  having  had  their  laft 
Perfume  in  the  Lazaretto ,  had  Liberty  to-' 
enter  the  City  as  other  Inhabitants. 

,  The  23d,  being  the  Eve  of  St.John  ‘Bap - 
tiff,  Monfieur  the  Grand  Prior,  arriv’d  here 
with  the  King’s  Galleys  :  Mellieurs  the  Eche- 
vins,  or  Sheriffs,  went  to  compliment  his 
Excellency  on  behalf  of  the  City,  who  re¬ 
ceived  them  very  gracioufly. 

That  very  Day,  a  Ship  Boy,  aboard  on 
Captain  Chat  and ,  and  a  Porter  in  the  La¬ 
zaretto,  who  had  the  Care  of  purifying  ,the 
Merchandize  of  the  faid  Ship,  and  another 
who  was  ordered  to  take  care  of  thofe  of 
Captain  Gabriel ,  all  fell  ill  together ;  but  by 
the  Report  of  the  fame  Chirurgeon,  there 
was  no  Sign  of  Contagion. 

On  the  24th,  another  Porter  that  was  or¬ 
dered  for  the  airing  of  the  Goods  of  Captain 
Aillaud ,  fell  ill ;  and  being  vifited,  the  fame 
Report  was  made  as  of  the  others. 
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On  the  24th  and  26th,  all  the  four  that 
were  uffeCted,  died  fucceflively :  never- 
thelefs  the  Chirurgeon  reported  that  he 
could  not  find  out  the  leaft  Sign  of  Conta¬ 
gion. 

But  notwithstanding  thefe  Reports  the  Chi¬ 
rurgeon  had  made  to  the  Magistrates  of 
Health,  it  gave  them  no  Satisfaction,  but 
made  them  ufe  double  the  Precaution.  Where¬ 
upon  they  immediately  order’d  all  the  dead 
Bodies  to  be  interr’d  in  Quick-Lime,  and 
gave  likewife  Orders  that  the  three  Veffels  of 
Captain  Chataud,  Jillaud ,  and  Gabriel > 
fhould  forthwith  depart  from  the  Ifles  of 
Pameguej  to  a  distant  Ille  call’d  Jarre ,  in 
order  to  begin  a  new  Quarentine ;  and  or¬ 
der’d  all  the  Goods  that  were  in  the  Infir¬ 
mary,  to  be  fhut  up  clofe,  and  would  not 
permit  the  Porters  that  were  order’d  to  at¬ 
tend  them,  to  give  them  the  leaft  Air. 

On  the  28th  of  June ,  another  Embarka¬ 
tion,  being  a  Veffel  belonging  to  Captain 
Gueymart ,  and  come  from  Si  don ,  arriv’d  alfo 
at  the  Ifles  with  a  foul  Bill  of  Health. 

The  1  ft  of  July,  the  Magistrates  of  Health 
determined  that  all  Veffels  coming  with  a 
a  foul  Bill  of  Health,  fhould  be  made  to  re¬ 
tire  to  the  great  Mould,  or  Indraught  of  the 
Ifle  of  Laviegue. 

On  the  7  th  of  July  ^  two  other  Porters  that 
were  fhut  up  in  the  Lazaretto ,  in  order  toi 
air  and  cleanle  the  Merchandize  of  Captainl 
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Chat  and,  fell  ill:  the  Chirurgeon  vifited 
them,  and  although  he  found  Swellings  in 
both  their  Arms,  yet  he  did  not  believe  it 
to  be  any  thing  of  the  Plague;  but,  poor 
Man,  he  luffei  d  for  his  Ignorance  in  this 
Affair,  for  foon  after  he  himfelf  died,  and 
part  0/;  his  Family. 

On  the  8th  of  the  fame  Month,  a  third 

Porter  alfo  fell  ill ;  the  Chirurgeon  found  he 

had  a  Swelling  on  the  upper  part  of  his 

Thigh ;  and  moreover,  declared  it  to  be  a 

Sign  of  Contagion,  and  defired  a  Ccnful- 
tation. 

The  Magiftrates  of  Health  immediately 
called  three  other  Mafter  Chirurgeons  to  vifit 
along  with  him,  and  they  all  gave  their  Re¬ 
port  that  they  had  really  the  Plaeue 
.  The  9th,  the  Infected  all  died8,  and  were 
immediately  buried  with  Quick-Lime,  and 
all  their  Apparel  burnt. 

The  Magiftrates  immediately  refolved  to 
take  all  the  Merchandizes  of  Captain  Cha- 
taud  out  of  the  Lazaretto ,  and  to  fend  them 
to  be  purified  in  the  Ifle  o  (Jarre ;  and  went 
thereupon  to  the  Town-Hoi,  and  acquain- 
ted  the  Sheriffs  of  what  had  happen’d.  ' 

The  Affair  now  appear’d  of  fuch  Confe- 
quence,  that  Letters  were  wrote  to  the  Coun- 
cihManne,  and  to  the  Marfhal  Duke  de 
Vtllars,  Governour  of  Provence ;  and  they 
likewife  deputed  Mr.  LJielk ,  firft  Sheriff 

ff  Health,  ,o  proceS 
airettly  foi  Aix,  in  order  to  acquaint  Mr. 
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Lebert,  firft  Prefident  of  the  Parliament,  and 
Intendant  of  juftice  and  Commerce,  with 
what  had  happen’d  in  this  City.  . 

That  Day  Mr. ! Veijfonel ,  and  his  Son,  both 
Phyficians,  came  to  the  Town-Houfe,  and 
acquainted  the  Sheriffs,  that  having  been 
called  to  a  Houfe  in  Linche- Street ,  to  fee  a 
young  Man  call’d  Effctleiie,  he  appear’d  to 
them  to  be  infe&ed  with  the  Contagion. 

That  Moment  they  fent  Guards  to  ^  the 
Door  of  the  Houfe,  to  hinder  any  Perfon 
from  going  out  of  the  fame. 

The  Day  following,  being  the  ioth  of  July, 
the  young  Man  died,  and  his  only  Sifter  then 
found  herfelf  ill  ;  the  Guard  of  the  Houfe 
was  thereupon  doubled,  and  they  were  re- 
folved  to  carry  them  both  out  of  the  Houfe : 
and  in  order  to  do  it  quietly,  and  without 
the  lead  Alarm  to  the  Publics,  Mr .Mon/tier, 
the  other  chief  Sheriff,  repair’d  to  the  Houle 
without  the  lead  Noife,  about  n  at  Night, 
"and  brought  with  him  the  Porters  of  the  In¬ 
firmary,  and  encourag’d  them  to  go  up  in¬ 
to  the  Rooms  where  the  Sick  and  Dead  were ; 
and  having  brought  them  down,  caus’d  them 
to  be  carried  in  Litters  out  oi  the  Town  in¬ 
to  the  Infirmary  ;  and  all  the  other  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Houfe,  were  condufted  into  the; 
fame  Place,  accompanied  by  a  Guard,  in  or¬ 
der  to  hinder  any  Perfon’s  too  near  Approach) 
to  them  :  and  then  they  returned,  and  or¬ 
der’d  the  Door  to  be  wall’d  up  with  Lime 
and  Sand. 


On 


On  the  xxth,  News  was  brought  that  one 
nam’d  Bayal-,  was  fallen  ill  in  the  fame 
part  of  the  Town;  the  Phyficians  and  Chi- 
rurgeons  were  fent  to  vifit  him,  they  all 
declar’d  he  was  infefted  with  the  contagi¬ 
ous  Diftemper.  Immediately  thereupon  his 
Houfe  was  guarded,  and  Night  being  come, 
Mr.  Monjiier  went  with  the  Porters  of  the 
Infirmary  to  the  Houfe  ;  they  found  the  poor 
Wretch  juft  expir’d  :  he  order’d  them  to  take 
up  the  dead  Body,  and  accompany’d  them 
till  he  faw  the  Body  inter’d  with  Lime,  and 
then  immediately  came  back  to  the  Houfe, 
and  conduced  the  reft  of  the  Family  into 
the  Lazaretto ,  and  wall’d  up  the  Door. 

The  1 2th  of  July ,  a  particular  Account 
was  given  to  the  Grand  Prior,  who  at  that 
Time  was  at  Marfeilles ,  of  all  that  had  hap¬ 
pen’d,  and  a  Letter  from  the  fir  ft  Prefident 
was  wrote  to  the  Magiftrates  of  Health, 
that  they  immediately  order’d  to  the  Ifle  of 
Jarre-,  all  the  reft  of  the  Veffels  that  came 
from  the  Levaitt  with  foul  Bills  of  Healthy 
and  to  tranfport  likewife  all  the  Merchandize 
to  the  fame  Place  from  the  Infirmaries : 
Mr.  Judimar ,  Sheriff,  was  prefent  at  the 
Affemfaiy,  when  thefe  Rdolutions  were  car¬ 
ried. 

The  fame  Day,  and  the  following,  Mef- 
fieurs  the  Sheriffs  made  a  raoft  exact  Search 
in  all  Parts  of  the  City,  to  difcover  what 
Perfons  had  held  any  Communication  with 
the  Infected ;  and  all  thofe  that  were  molt 
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fufpe&ed,  were  condu&ed  into  the  Infirma¬ 
ries,  and  the  others  ordered  not  to  no  out 
of  their  Houfes. 

On  the  14th,  they  acquainted  the  Council  of 
Marine  with  all  that  had  pafs’d,  and  order’d  a 
flop  of  all  Bills  of  Health  to  any  Veflfels,  till 
fuch  time  as  they  cou’d  be  more  fatisfied 
that  this  Diftemper  would  be  of  no  ill  Con- 
fequence. 

On  the  15th,  (to  the  end  that,  if  poffi- 
ble,  by  the  Refufal  of  expediting  Bills  of 
Health,  it  fhould  not  be  believed  the  Plague 
is  at  Marseilles ,  in  foreign  Countries,  and 
thereby  ali  Commerce  interrupted)  they  wrote 
to  all  the  Magiftrates  of  Health,  in  all  the 
Ports  of  Europe,  the  true  Matter  of  Faff, 
That  they  had  a  great  many  fick  in  the  In¬ 
firmaries,  but  the  Contagion  had  not  made 
any  Progrefs  in  the  City. 

July  the  21ft.  Since  the  1 5th,  to  this  Time, 
nothing  of  the  Diitemper  hardly  appear’d  in 
the  City,  with  which  they  acquainted  the 
Council  of  Marine,  with  abundance  of  Joy  ; 
and  they  continued  their  utmoft  Care  to  fee' 
all  things  neceffary  provided  for  thofe  that 
were  in  the  Infirmaries  ;  as  alfo  for  them 
that  were  flint  up  in  their  Houles. 

The  Publick  upon  this  were  fo  Fool-har¬ 
dy,  that  they  began  to  condemn  all  the  Pre¬ 
cautions  that  had  been  hitherto  taken  by 
Meffieurs  the  Sheriffs,  as  wholly  ufelefs  and 
unnecelfary,  and  gave  out  that  the  two 
Perfons  that  died  in  Linch-Strcctp  did  not 
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die  of  the  Plague,  but  of  fome  other  Dift 
temper,  and  infulted  the  Phyficians  and  Chi- 
rurgeons,  for  giving  fuch  a  falfe  Alarm  to  the 
City  by  their  Ignorance.  At  this  time  abun¬ 
dance  of  People  feerxfd  to  be  very  courageous, 
whom,  in  a  little  time  after,  we  found  ftruck 
with  a  Panick  Fear  beyond  all  the  reft : 
their  Courage  was  foon  gone,  when  they 
found  the  Plague  was  without  doubt  amongft 
them  ;  they  were  the  firft  that  began  to  fly 
away,  with  the  greateft  Fear  and  Diforder. 

The  26th  of  July ,  Information  was  given 
the  Sheriffs,  that  the  Street  called  Lefcalle „ 
in  the  old  Town,  and  a  Quarter  that  was 
inhabited  by  moft  of  the  poor  People,  was 
infeCted,  and  that  15  Perfons  were  fallen  ill 
of  the  Diftemper:  the  Phyficians  and  Chi- 
rurgeons  were  fent  to  vifit  them,  and  gave 
their  Report  that  fome  were  malignant  Fe- 
1  vers,  and  others  peftilential,  occafion’d  by  the 
1  bad  Nouriftiment  that  thefe  poor  Wretches 
were  forced  to  live  on,  through  Want  and 
Mifery  for  a  long  time.  Not  one  would  po- 
fitively  fay  it  was  the  Plague,  and  they  like- 
wife  would  not  fatisfy  the  People  pofitively, 
being  already  difpofed  to  refent  the  falfe 
Alarm,  as  they  faid  the  Phyficians  had  before 
given  out. 

The  Sheriffs,  notwithftanding,  did  not  abate 
in  the  leaft  of  their  Care  and  Precaution,  in 
doing  and  providing  all  that  was  neceffary 
for  the  poor  fick  People,  as  if  they  were  re- 
;  ally  iafefted,  and  fent  all  of  them  to  the 
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Hofpitals,  without  the  leaft  Noife  ;  and  thofe 
of  the  Family  that  remain’d,  were  fequeftred 
in  their  Iioufes. 

The  Day  following,  being  the  27th,  three 
of  the  Sick  died  ;  they  were  vifited  in  the 
fame  Parts  where  they  died,  two  of  them  had 
Buboes  found  on  them ;  but  yet  the  Phyfi- 
cians  and  Chirurgeons  held  on  the  fame 
Tone,  viz.  That  the  Caufe  of  all  their  Sick- 
nefs  proceeded  from  nothing  but  bad  Nou- 
rifhment.  But  notwithftanding  this  their 
Report,  no  fooner  was  Night  come,  but 
Mr.  MonJUer  repaired  to  the  Place,  with 
the  Porters  of  the  Infirmary,  and  order’d  (if 
they  were  not  willing)  to  take  away  by  force 
the  dead  Bodies,  and  carry  them  to  the  In¬ 
firmary, .  and  there  had  them  buried  in 
Quick  Lime ;  the  reft  of  the  Night  he 
fpent  in  conveying  all  the  Sick  out  of  their 
jHoufes  into  the  Infirmaries. 

The  28th.  Betimes  this  Morning,  diligent 
Search  was  made  in  all  Parts  for  thofe  that 
held  any  Communication  with  the  Sic  k,  in 
order  to  fhut  them  up.  Other  Perfons  fell 
ill  in  the  fame  Street,  and  fome  of  the 
Sick  died.  The  moment  that  Mr.  TLjlclle 
was  acquainted  with  it,  (being  juft  come 
from  Jix)  he  order’d  the  Porters  of  the  In¬ 
firmaries  to  convey  the  dead  Bodies  away, 
and  bury  them  in  Quick-Lime,  and  conti¬ 
nued  in  this  Employment  till  Day-break. 

The  Common  People,  who  love  to  be  de¬ 
ceiv’d,  and  wou’d  by  no  means  believe  it  to 
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be  the  Plague,  alledging  a  hundred  falfe  Ex- 
cufes  (or  Reafons,  as  they  call’d  them)  for 
the  fame,  faying,  the  Plague  did  not  attack 
only  the  poorer  Sort,  it  made  no  Diftinftioa 
when  it  was  real,  neither  was  it  fo  flow  in 
its  Motions  ;  that  it  did  not  give  any  Days 
of  Refpite,  and  that  you  fhou’d  fee  all,  with- 
out  Diftinclion,  attack’d  at  once,  with  the 
moll  furious  Rapidity,  and  with  the  moll 
horrible  Ravages  that  ever  were  related. 

Some  were  of  Opinion  that  this  Diftem- 
per  proceeded  purely  from  the  wet  Seafon : 
but  while  they  prated  with  fo  much  Fool- 
hardinefs,  their  Souls  were  trembling  with 
Fear,  and  were  contriving  to  make  their 
Efcape,  not  thinking  of  the  Fate  of  the  reft; 
but  every  one  being  frightned,  took  his  Flight, 
and  fought  for  Places  of  Safety  to  retire  to, 
in  all  Parts. 

The  Diftemper  yet  continued  in  the  Street 
of  Lefcalle . 

The  29th  of  July,  and  during  fix  Days  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  Sheriffs  were  imploy’d  in  their 
notlurnal  Expeditions  of  removing  and  bury¬ 
ing  the  dead  Bodies  in  Quick-Lime,  and  in 
the  Day-time,  in  making  ftri£t  Enquiry  af¬ 
ter  all  thofe  that  came  near  the  Dead  or 
Sick.  There  were  now  feveral  other  Parts  of 
the  City  afflifted  with  the  Sicknefs,  and  the 
Houfes  fequeftred  by  Guards.  There  were 
Dead  every  Night,  and  Meflieurs  Eficile  and 
Monfiier  went  alternatively  every  Night,  to 
fee  the  Bodies  convey’d  into  the  Infirmaries, 

and 
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and  buried  in  Quick-Lime,  and  their  Houfes 
were  either  walled  up  or  perfumed  :  Expedi¬ 
tions  fo  periilous  and  fatiguing  !  but  above  all, 
when  they  were  forced  to  watch  almoft  all 
the  Night  on  the  cold  Stones,  and  then  in  the 
Day-time  to  do  a  thoufand  things  not  lefs  fa¬ 
tiguing  and  dangerous. 

Meflieurs Audimar  &n&T)ieude  had  not  lefs 
to  do  on  their  fide,  being  almoft  quite  over¬ 
come  with  the  Care  and  Pains  they  had  con¬ 
tinually  upon  them.  What  Increafe  of  Af¬ 
fairs  muft  this  be  to  a  Body  of  Magiftrates, 
where  they  are  obliged  to  be  in  a  continual 
Hurry?  Mr.  Diezzde,  accompanied  by  others, 
went  for  the  two  following  Nights,  in  order 
to  fee  the  Dead  buried,  and  the  Sick  conveyed 
to  the  Infirmaries. 

Monfieur  the  Marquifs  dc  Sides ,  Gover- 
nour  and  Prevo,  continually  applykl  himfelf 
with  the  moft  inexpreffible  Diligence,  being 
every  Morning  and  Evening  at  the  Town- 
Houfe,  and  laboured  indefatigably  to  do  all 
that  lay  in  his  power,  and  what  his  Zeal  and 
Prudence  could  infpire  him  withall,  in  order 
to  the  well-governing  the  City  on  this  fad 
Occafion. 

He  found,  upon  fearching  the  City-Cheft, 
no  more  than  eleven  hundred  Livres  in  Spe¬ 
cie  ;  and  it  was  plainly  feen,  if  the  City  fhould 
have  the  Misfortune  to  be  truly  attacked  with 
the  Plague,  all  would  perifh  for  want  of  Mo¬ 
ney.  This  obliged  Meifieurs  the  Sheriffs  to 
write  to  Monfieur  the  firft  Prefident,  to  beg 

that 
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that  he  would  ufe  his  Endeavour  to  get  fome 
procured  for  them. 

Corn,  which  was  wanting,  was  raifed  to 
an  exceffive  Price  ;  and  to  hinder  any  from 
being  hoarded  up,  to  make  it  Hill  more  dear, 
an  Ordinance  was  ordered  againft  the  hoard¬ 
ing  up  of  Corn,  under  a  fevere  Penalty  :  two 
other  Ordinances  were  iiTued  out,  whereby 
no  Perfon  fhould  keep  any  thing  in  the 
Town,  that  might  caufe  any  Infection. 

The  30th  of  July  a  general  Review  was 
made  of  all  the  Provifions  in  the  City  by  the 
Efchevins,  but  they  found  very  little  either  of 
Corn,  Flefh,  or  Wood,  and  no  more  Money 
in  the  Gheft  to  purchafe  more, than  what  was 
before  mentioned,  and  every  thing  was  ex¬ 
ceffive  dear  ;  fo  that  every  body  was  in  the 
greateft  Confufion  and  Fear.  Ail  the  princi¬ 
pal  Inhabitants,  that  were  rich  and  wealthy, 
were  already  fled,  being  alarmed  at  the  Mi- 
ferablenefs  of  the  Populace.  The  Sheriffs 
wrote  to  Mr.  le  V  oilier  des  Forts,  and  laid 
before  him  the  fad  and  deplorable  Condi¬ 
tion  of  Marfcilles ,  and  begged  his  Xnterefl: 
with  his  Royal  Highnefs,  that  he  would  be 
pleafed  to  grant  them  fome  Relief. 

The  jilt  of  July  another  Order  was  iffued 
out,  to  oblige  all  the  Beggars,  both  Domef- 
tick  and  Foreign,  to  go  out  of  the  Town 
that  Day  ;  and  thofe  that  belonged  to  the  Ci¬ 
ty  to  retire  to  the  Hofpital  of  Charity ,  on 
pain  of  being  whipped. 


But 
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But  this  Order  was  not  put  in  execution, 
becaufe  they  were  informed  the  very  fame 
day,  that  the  Chamber  of  Trade  of  the  Par¬ 
liament  at  Jix,  upon  the  Report  that  the 
Contagion  was  at  Mar  fellies,  had  given  out 
an  Arret,  to  hinder, any  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  faid  City  from  going  out  of  their  Terri¬ 
tories,  or  for  the  Inhabitants  of  all  the  Towns 
and  Places  of  Provence ,  either  to  receive,  or 
have  any  Communication  with  them;  and 
that  ^no  Coachmen,  or  Carrier,  or  any  others, 
fhould  come  irom  thence,  on  any  Pretext 
whatfoever,  on  pain  of  Death. 

In  this  Cafe,  how  could  they  force  out  of 
the  Town  2  or  jooo  Beggars  and  Stran¬ 
gers,  who  could  not  go  out  of  their  Territo¬ 
ries  ;  they  would  be  obliged  to  flay,  and  to 
plunder  for  their  Living  and  Subfiftence. 

t  The  *  ft  of  Mguft,  Meffieurs  Si  card,  Fa- 
taer  and  Son,  Phyficians,  came  to  the  Town- 
Houle,  to  acquaint  the  Sheriffs,  That  they 
might  be  latisned  that  the  Plague  was  cer¬ 
tainly  in  the  City,  and  that  they  would  do 
all  that  lay  in  their  power,  in  order  to  put  a 
Stop  to  it,  if  they  would  do  what  they  fhould 
order  ;  that  is,  to  buy  a  Quantity  of  Wood, 

\  ine- Stalks,  andBruih,  and  order  them  to  be 
put  in  little  Heaps,  at  proper  Diftances,  all 
along  the  City-Wall,  and  the  Courfe,  and  the 
puohck  Squares,  Markets,  and  Crofs-ways, 
and  oblige  every  Inhabitant  to  put  one  be¬ 
fore  his  Houfe  in  all  the  Streets  in  genera! 
and  to  light  them  juft  at  Night;  which  they 

gave 


of  the  Plague  at  Marfeilles.  1 7 

gave  out  would  be  the  mo  ft  certain  Method 
to  put  a  Stop  to  the  Contagion. 

All  the  World  were  Witneffes  of  the  Falla* 
cioufnefs  of  this  Experiment ;  though  all  the 
other  Phyficians,  that  were  affembled  in  the 
Town-Houfe,  in  order  to  fearch  into  the  Pro- 
grefs  of  the  Diftemper,  did  not  in  the  leaft 
difapprove  of  it.  The  Sheriffs  therefore 
bought  immediately  all  the  Wood, Brufh, and 
Vine-Stalks  they  could  find,  and  Meffieurs 
Aiidimer  and  Tfieude  went,  in  all  the  Heat  of 
the  Sun, to  make  the  proper  Arrangement  and 
Difpofition  along  the  Wall,  the  Courfe,  and 
the  publick  Squares  and  Markets. 

The  Day  following,  being  the  2d  of 
guff,  an  Order  was  iffued  out  to  all  the  In¬ 
habitants  to  make  the  like  Fires  before  their 
refpetlive  Houfes,  and  to  light  them  at  nine 
in  the  Evening,  being  the  time  they  lighted 
thofe  upon  the  Wall  and  publick  Places  ;  and 
it  was  accordingly  executed. 

The  Sight  feemed  very  magnificent,  to  fee 
fo  vaft  and  large  an  Extent  of  Wall  all  illumi¬ 
nated  ;  and  if  the  City  had  been  cured  by 
this  Method,  it  had  been  cured  in  a  molt 
agreeable  and  joyful  manner. 

The  Magiftrates,  who  to  content  the  Pub* 
lick,  and  that  they  might  have  nothing  to 
reproach  them  with,  made  the  like  Tryal  ; 
but  not  the  leaft  dreaming  of  any  Succefs  that 
it  promifed,  and  their  Prudence  foon  judged 
how  Affairs  were  like  to  go:  and  therefore 
not  to  truft  any  longer  to  vain  Hopes,  they 

C  wrote 
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wrote  to  the  firft  Prefident,  begging,  before 
their  Road  was  blocked  up,  that  he  would 
difpatch  a  Courier  to  the  Court  on  their  be¬ 
half,  to  lay  before  them  the  Mifery  and  Want 
they  laboured  under,  being  left  dedicate  of  a 
Penny  of  Money,  while  the  City  was  af¬ 
flicted  with  Plague  and  Famine,  and  deftitute 
of  every  thing  neceffary  to  give  them  Relief, 

They  like  wife  ordered  an  Account  to  be 
given  to  the  Council-Marine  of  the N  timber 
of  all  that  were  dead,  and  remaining  fick 
in  the  Hofpitals. 

The  fame  Day,  in  the  Affembly  that  Was 
held  daily  in  the  Town-Houfe,  with  the  Of¬ 
ficers  or  Magiftrates  of  the  Corporation,  and 
the  Citizens  that  were  not  yet  fled,  where 
the  Marquifs  de  Tide  prefided,  the  following 
Regulations  were  agreed  on  : 

i/?,  That  whereas  the  Number  of  the  Sick 
increafed  more  and  more  in  the  Street  of 
Lefcalle ,  a  Corps  de  Garde  fhould  therefore 
be  placed  at  all  the  Avenues  belonging  to  the 
faid  Street,  and  that  none  fhould  be  permitted 
to  go  in  or  out  ;  but  that  CommijFioners 
fhould  be  appointed  to  deliver  to  all  the  Fa¬ 
milies  of  the  faid  Street  all  neceffary  Allow¬ 
ances  of  Provifions,  in  order  for  their  Sub¬ 
file  nee.  /  - 

2 dh.  That  all  the  Militia-Captains  of  the 
City  ihould  immediately  fet  a-foot  a  Compa¬ 
ny  of  fifty  Men,  to  be  paid  by  the  Town; 
and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  five  Bri¬ 
gades  of  the  Privilege  du  Vm->  with  their 
-  - .  -  Officers, 
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Officers,  fhould  ferveas  a  Guard  to  Meffieurs 
the  Sheriffs,  for  all  Expeditions  at  Night,  for 
carrying  away  the  dead  Bodies,  and  remov¬ 
ing  the  Sick  into  the  Infirmaries, 

\dly,  That  whereas  the  Phyficians  and 
Chirurgeons,  now  employed,  performed  their 
Duty  with  all  manner  of  Diligence  and  Sim 
cerity,  without  any  manner  of  Recompence 
from  the  Afffifled,  they  fhould  he  paid  at  the 
City-Charge,  and  have  Clothes  made  for 
them  of  Oil-Skin,  and  Chairs  allowed  them, 
whereby  they  might  be  the  eafier  convey'd 
to  all  Parts  of  the  City. 

4 thly.  Seeing  the  Corporation  had  no  Mo¬ 
ney,  and  that  other  ways  were  unavoidable, 
to  fix  up  Bills,  in  all  Parts  of  the  City, 
to  borrow  Money  at  twenty  Denierslntereft  ; 
and  fo  endeavour,  by  that  means,  to  furnifh 
their  Cheft.  And  feeing  the  Treafurer  could 
not  live  in  the  Town-Houfe,  the  Sieur  %ois9 
firft  Commiffioner  of  the  Archives,  fhould  be 
eftablifhed  Cafhier,  in  order  to  make  the  dai¬ 
ly  Payments. 

The  3d  of  Juguft ,  Monfieur  the  Marquifs 
dc  Tdille ,  and  Meffieurs  the  Sheriffs,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Citizens,  being  aflem bled  toge¬ 
ther,  eftablifhed  one  hundred  and  fifty  Com- 
miffaries  in  the  five  Parifhes,  and  every  one 
to  watch  the  Quarter  allotted  them,  to  take 
care  of  the  Poor,  to  diftribute  Bread  and  o* 
ther  Neceffaries  at  the  Charge  of  the  City, 
and  that  they  fhould  do  all  that  lay  in  their 
power  for  the  Good  and  Welfare  of  the  Pub* 
lick.  C  2  ;  At 
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At  that  part  of  the  Town,  called,  ‘I’he 
Hive  Ncuve,  which  is  all  along  the  Port,  or 
Harbour,  from  the  Port  of  St.  P'iElor  quite  to 
the  Arfenal,the  Chevalier  Rofe  was  appointed 
Captain  and  Commiflary-General :  And  for 
the  Territories  belonging  to  Mar fei lies,  where 
they  have  more  than  ten  thoufand  Country- 
Houfes,  and  appears  at  a  diftance  like  a  vaft 
large  Town,  and  which  they  call  the  Ha- 
ftides  ;  it  has  forty  four  Quarters  or  Parifhes, 
befides  divers  Hamlets  foconfiderable ;  that 
Captains  and  CommifTaries  were  ordered  for 
every  one,  and  that  they  take  the  fame  care 
as  in  other  Parts  of  the  City. 

The  fame  Day  all  the  Colleges  and  Schools 
were  ordered  to  be  fhut  up,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  Diftemper’s  being  communicated  by 
the  Childrens  keeping  one  another  Company, 
and  who  are  the  molt  liable  of  all  others  to 
Infection. 

As  for  the  Fires  of  Mr.  Si  card ,  they  could 
no  more  be  repeated,  having  neither  Wood, 
Vine-Branches,  or  BruQi  left;  they  were 
informed  likewife,  that  the  Phyficians  had 
deferted  the  City. 

There  being  no  more  Fuel  left,  a  great 
Quantity  of  Sulphur  was  bought,  and  a  Quan¬ 
tity  was  diftributed  to  the  Poor  in  all  Parts  of 
the  Town,  and  ordered  to  be  burnt  in  all 
their  Houfes  in  the  nature  of  a  Perfume. 

About  the  Evening  the  Marquifs  de  Tilky 
and  Meflieurs  the  Sheriffs,  were  again  af- 
fembled  at  the  Town-Houfe,  when  they 

were 
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,  were  informed  four  or  five  hundred  of  the 
Mob  were  got  together  in  the  new  part  of 
the  Town,  and  made  a  great  Diforder,  cry¬ 
ing  out,  They  would  have  Bread-  The  Ba¬ 
kers  in  that  part  of  the  Town,  for  want  of 
Corn,  had  very  little  Bread,  and  it  was  with 
a  great  deal  of  Difficulty  that  any  could  be 
procured.  Monf.  the  Marquifs  de  Tide  and 
Mr.  Mo?iftier  ran  thither  immediately,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  Guards;  and  their  Prefence  foon 
put  a  Stop  to  the  Fury  of  the  Mob,  and  quiet¬ 
ed  them  in  an  Inftant,  by  ordering  Bread  to 
be  delivered  them. 

The  4th,  Meffieurs  the  Officers  of  theGa- 
rifon  of  Fort  St.  John ,  came  to  the  Town- 
Houfe,  to  acquaint  the  Magiftrates  they  were 
in  want  of  Corn,  and  defired  them  to  fup- 
ply  their  Wants,  otherwife  they  could  not 
be  anfwerable  if  the  Troops  of  the  Garifon 
came  into  the  Town,  and  took  it  by  force* 

They  were  anfwered,  That  they  would 
very  willingly  furnifh  them,  had  not  the  great 
Scarcity  they  labour'd  under  made  it  impof- 
fible  ;  and  if  the  Troops  were  refolved  to 
come  into  the  City  to  opprefs  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  they  fhould  find  them  at  their  Head 
in  order  to  defend  them. 

That  Day  an  Arret  was  pubiifhed  from  the 
Chamber  of  Trade,  whereby  all  Communi¬ 
cation  between  the  Inhabitants  of  Brovence 
and  thofe  of  Marfeilks  was  forbid.  If  they 
were  to  continue  in  this  Condition,  and  that 
nobody  could  come  any  more  to  bring  them 

Corn? 
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Corn,  or  ocher  Commodities,  they  plainly 
faw  they  fhould  foon  be  reduced  to  the  molt 
extreme  Famine  :  they  then  had  recourfe  to 
the  firft  Frefident  of  the  Parliament,  and  ear-  i 
neftly  intreated  him  that  a  Method  might 
be  eftablifhed,  as  formerly  practiled  on  the 
like  Occafion,  of  Markets,  and  Offices  of 
Conference  at  certain  convenient  Places, 
which  fhould  be  enclofed,  where  Strangers 
plight  come  and  fupply  them  with  Neceffa- 
ries  for  their  Subfiftence,  without  being  ex- 
pofed  to  the  lead:  Danger  of  the  Infection. 

They  at  the  fame  time  begged  the  Concur¬ 
rence  of  the  Procureurs  of  ‘Provence,  ac¬ 
quainting  thenv  That  the  Mifery  their  City 
lay  under  was  not  to  be  imagined,  and  there¬ 
fore  hoped  they  would  do  them  that  Favour  ; 
and  moreover  hoped  that  the  Confute  of  all 
the  particular  Towns  would  render  them 
what  help  they  could,  and  that  Marfeillef 
would  never  forget  the  Services  rendered 
them  in  this  great  Calamity,  (which  requi¬ 
red  all  the  Difpatch  and  Zeal  that  was  pof- 
fihle,  in  order  to  fave  them  from  Ruin. 

The  fame  Day,  duly  confidering  the  great 
Diforders  that  often  happen  in  the  Time  ol 
Contagion,  the  Neceffity  they  were  under  ql 
having  a  Power  of  quelling,  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  by  imprifoning  and  making  Examples 
of  all  Malefaflors  and  Rebels :  And  where¬ 
as,  in  all  other  Times  when  this  City  was 
affli&ed  with  the  Plague,  as  in  the  Yeai 
1580,  1630,  1649,  and  16^0,  our  Kings  ah 

way; 
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l  ways  granted  to  our  Predeceffors,  by  Let¬ 
ters  Patents,  a  Power  of  judging  all  Crimes 
by  Martial  Law,  without  farther  Appeal: 
they  therefore  wrote  to  the  firft  President, 
to  obtain  of  his  Majefty  the  like  Letters 
Patents  for  them. 

The  5th  of  Jugtifi,  they  repeated  their  In- 
ftances,  in  order  to  obtain  the  Favour  of 
procuring  fome  Bread-Corn  ;  and  they  alfo 
wrote  on  this  Subjed  to  the  Confuls  of‘J m- 
lo?i ,  and  to  thofe  of  all  the  Sea-Port' Towns 
of  Languedoc  and  cPro(ve7ice\  offering  to  go 
and  receive  the  Corn,  in  fuch  a  convenient 
Place,  out  of  the  way  of  the  Town,  as  they 
fhould  chufe  to  land  it  on  ;  and  begged  the 
Magistrates  of  Mart igues  to  fend  fome  Vef- 
fels  to  load  Corn  for  them  at  Arles . 

The  6th,  an  Ordinance  was  publifh’d  to 
require  and  hinder  all  Perfons  whatfoever, 
from  conveying  the  Houfhold  Goods  and 
1  Clothes  of  the  Sick  and  Dead,  out  of  one 
Houfeto  another,  nor  to  touch  or  make  the 
leaft  Ufe  of  them,  on  pain  of  Death. 

Another  Order  was  iffued,  fettling  the 
Rare  of  Provifions  and  Commodities,  in  or¬ 
der  to  lower  the  exceflive  Price  they  then 
bore,  by  reafon  of  the  great  Want  and 
Scarcity,  and  of  thofe  Villains  that  would 
make  their  Market  of  a  Publick  Calamity. 

The  7th  of  Auguft,  the  Chamber  of  Trade 
having  permitted  the  Procureurs  of  Provence 
to  have  a  Conference  with  Meffieurs  the  She¬ 
riffs,  at  a  Place  in  the  Road  to  Aixy  call’d 

Notre 
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tre  Dame,  diftant  from  Marjeilles  about  2 
Leagues ;  Monfieur  the  Marquils  de  Vame-  \ 
narques,  the  firft  Procureur  of  the  Province, 
came,  attended  with  a  great  N  umber  of  Gen-  > 
tlemen,and  principal  Officers  of  that  Province, 
efcorted  by  the  Marfhal  de  Villars’s  Guards,  j 
and  a  Brigade  of  the  Archers  of  Morechaujfe.  , 
A  Town  afflicted,  or  under  Sufpicion  of  the  j 
Plague,  and  from  whence  mod  of  the  chief 
Inhabitants  had  taken  their  Flight,  could  no  : 
ways  compliment  the  Honour  was  done  theraj  1 
therefore  Mr.  B ft  elk,  the  firft  Efchevin,  came 
thither  without  any  Train  or  Followers, 
or  Guard,  only  the  Sieur  Capus  Keeper  of 
the  Records,  who  for  his  Ability  and  Pro¬ 
bity,  and  his  Application  and  Diligence,  was 
as  the  chief  Helm  or  Rudder  of  their  Com¬ 
munity. 

At  this  Conference,  Precaution  was  taken 
to  fpeak  at  a  diftance ;  an  Agreement  was  I 
pafs’d,  That  a  Market  fhould  be  eftablifh’d 
in  that  Place,  where  they  fhould  make  a 
double  Barrier,  and  another  at  the  Mutton 
Lodge  in  the  Road  to  Jrbagne ,  two  Leagues 
alfo  from  Mar [c  tiles ;  and  another  for  the 
Barks,  at  a  Creek  call’d  Leftaguc,  in  the 
Gulph  of  the  Illes  of  Marseilles',  that  in  all 
thefe  Markets,  the  Barriers  Guards  fhould  be 
plac’d  by  Meffieurs  the  Procureurs,  and  pay’d 
bv  the  Sheriffs. 

'  The  8th,  the  Agreement  was  approved  of 
by  an  Arret  of  the  Chamber  of  Trade.  Mef¬ 
fieurs 
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fieurs  the  Sheriffs  upon  this  wrote  to  all  the 
/  Confuls  of  the  Towns  and  Places  of  Provc7tcc , 
in  order  to  excite  them  to  fend  forthwith 
Grain,  Wood,  Coal,  and  other  Commodities, 
to  the  feveral  Markets  appointed,  where 
every  thing  might  be  negotiated  without 
any  Communication.  They  apply’d  them- 
felves  the  fame  Day,  to  draw  out  a  general 
Inftruftion,  where  was  particularly  exprefs’d 
the  Funftions  that  belong’d  to  the  Commit 
faries  that  were  already  eftablifh’d  in  all  the 
Parifhes  and  Quarters  of  the  City,  in  order 
for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  and  for  looking 
after  the  Sick. 

And  whereas  it  was  plainly  feen,  that  it 
would  be  impoffible,  that  Meflieurs  Eftelle 
and  Monftier^  wht>  were  continually  employ’d 
alternately  every  Night,  in  feeing  the  dead 
Bodies  interr’d,  and  the  Sick,  and  thofe  that 
were  fufpe&ed,  carried  into  the  Infirmaries, 
and  walling  up,  and  purifying  their  Houfes, 
could  hold  up  much  longer  under  fo  great 
a  Fatigue  ;  but  above  all,  fmce  the  Diffem- 
per  began  to  creep  into  different  Quarters  of 
the  City  far  diftant,  although  Meffieurs  Au- 
dimar  and© ieude  offer’d  to  relieve  them : 
The  Marquifs  de  cPilk  judging  it  abfolute- 
ly  neceiffary  that  particular  Care  fhould  be 
taken  for  the  Health  and  Safety  of  every  one, 
order’d  the  following  Regulation  in  the  At 
fembly. 

s.  That  Tumbrels  fhould  be  provided  to 
carry  off  the  Dead,  and  that  all  the  fturdy 
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Beggars  and  Vagabonds  they  could  find, 
fhould  be  feizdd,  and  made  to  ferve  as  Por¬ 
ters,  and  that  four  Lieutenants  of  Health 
fhouid  be  order’d  to  conduct  them  ;  and  that 
the  Sieur  'Bonnet ,  Lieutenant  de  Viguer-, 
fhould  be  employ’d  to  command  them. 

2.  That  they  fhould  inceffantly  work,  to 
open  fpacious  and  deep  Ditches  out  of  the 
Walls  of  the  City,  there  to  bury  the  dead 
Bodies  with  Quick-Lime. 

5.  That  they  fhould  eftablifh,  with  all  Di¬ 
ligence,  a  Peft-Houfe,  and  they  call  their 
Eyes  upon  the  Hofpital  of  Charity,  in  order 
to  carry  the  Sick  there ;  but  there  being  near 
800  poor  Creatures  of  both  Sexes  at  that 
time  fick,  they  fliould  be  obliged  to  take  the 
Hoffitaf  qf Comale feens,  which  was  near  the 
Walls  of  the  Town,  on  the  Side  where  was 
the  Gate  of  Bernard  du  Bois. 

The  9th  of  Jngufii  it  was  perceived  that 
almoft  all  the  Phyficians  and  Mafter  Chi- 
rurgeons  were  fled,  an  Order  was  iflued  out 
to  require  and  oblige  them  to  return;  the 
firft  on  pain  of  being  excluded  for  ever  from 
the  Faculty,  and  the  others  fliould  lofe  their 
Right  and  Freedom,  and  to  be  profecuted  iu 
an  extraordinary  manner. 

Another  Order  was  iflued  out,  whereby  all 
Butchers  were  order’d  in  fleaing  their  Beef 
and  Mutton  in  the  Slaughter-Houfe,  that 
they  did  not  blow  it  with  their  Mouth,  left 
the  Plague  might,  by  that  means,  be  convey¬ 
ed  to  the  Food,  but  to  make  ufe  of  Bellows, 
on  pain  of  Death. 
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Another  Order  was,  for  all  the  Bakers  to 
make  Bifcuit  of  all  the  Flower  that  was  deli¬ 
vered  to  them  from  the  City  for  Bread  for 
the  Poor,  and  to  make  no  white  Bread,  that 
thereby  they  might  prevent  the  taking  the 
fineft  part  of  the  Flower  from  the  Meal,  that 
was  order’d  for  that  Bread.  And  likewife  ano¬ 
ther  Order  was  publifh’d,  requiring  all  Perfons 
to  turn  the  publick  Water  that  ufed  to  water 
the  Fields,  into  the  City,  that  the  Fountains 
might  not  be  dry’d  up,  and  that  Water  might 
run  more  abundantly  through  all  the  Streets  of 
the  City,  and  carry  off  the  Filth  and  Nafti- 
nefs. 

That  Day,  and  the  following,  all  that 
was  agreed  upon  the  day  before,  was  execu¬ 
ted,  but  with  a  great  deal  of  Difficulty. 
There  mud  beTumbrels,  Horfes,  and  Harnefs: 
They  muft  go  into  the  Country  to  find  them, 

;  and  not  a  Soul  would  confent  to  ferve  as  a 
!  Porter  to  carry  off  the  Dead.  There  muft  be 
People  to  put  the  Horfes  to  the  Carts,  and  to 
drive  them,  but  every  one  abhor’d  the  under- 
:  taking  fuch  an  Employment,  where  the  Ser¬ 
vice  was  fo  dangerous.  There  muft  be  Por¬ 
ters  to  go  and  take  out  the  dead  Bodies  from 
the  Houles ;  and  tho  an  exceffive  Reward  was 
offer’d,  yet  the  mod  miferable  Wretches  flew 
from  an  Undertaking  fo  perillous,  and  made 
terrible  Efforts  to  avoid  it.  There  muft  be 
Peafants  to  open  their  Ditches,  and  none 
would  come  to  work,  out  of  the  Fear  and 
Dread  they  had  upon  them.  Meffieurs  the 
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Sheriffs  were  obliged  to  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  accomplifh  it,  which  at  laft  they 
overcame,  fome  by  their  good  Add  refs,  and 
others  by  Force  and  Rigour.  To  put  the 
Hofpital  into  a  fit  Condition  fo  fuddenly,  and 
to  fee  after  every  thing  that  was  neceffary, 
which  was  almoft  endlefs,  was  not  truly  an 
Embaraffment  lefs  full  of  Trouble  and 
Fatigue.  The  Hofpital  of  Cur  able  s ,  or  Con- 
i vakfccns ,  which  they  had  pitclTd  upon 
to  ferve  on  this  Gccafion,  was  not  found 
big  enough;  therefore  it  muft  be  enlarg'd 
by  fome  Houles  of  the  City  that  were  con¬ 
tiguous  to  it.  A  thoufand  things  they 
found  to  do,  and  in  the  mean  time  could  not 
order  how  it  fhould  be  done  :  Mr.  Monftier 
was  obliged  to  go,  and  ftay  there  himfelf, 
and  make  them  work  Night  and  Day  fo 
hard,  that  in  twice  24  Hours  he  had  difpo- 
fed  every  thing  in  order,  and  made  it  rea¬ 
dy,  and  properly  furniflTd  to  receive  the  Sick. 

For  to  have  a  good  Oeconomy  among  the 
Oiiicers  of  the  Infirmary,  the  Cooks  and 
other  inferiour  Oiiicers ;  and  above  all,  the 
great  Number  of  People  that  were  ordered 
to  ferve  the  Sick,  made  it  an  Affair  very  diffi¬ 
cult  :  they  had  thereforePapers  parted  up  every 
where,  to  endeavour  to  excite  their  Souls  to 
a  Belief,  that  Avarice  would  throw  them  in¬ 
to  the  greateft  Peril  and  jeopardy  ;  and  that 
now  a  more  than  ordinary  Charity  ought  to 
be  devoted  to  the  Publick,  and  by  virtue  of 
looking  out,  and  giving  good  Words  and 
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Money,  and  promising  fair,  they  attained 
their  End  :  The  Apothecary’s  Shop  and  Chi- 
rurgery  were  effablifhed ;  two  Phyficians  that 
were  Strangers,  called  the  Sieurs  Gayon,  came 
of  their  own  accord,  and  offered  their  Ser¬ 
vice,  and  to  be  fhut  up ;  but  Death,  to  our 
great  Misfortune,  too  foon  put  an  end  to 
their  Charity  and  Zeal. 

Three  Ditches  of  ten  Toifes,  or  fixty  foot 
in  Length  and  Breadth,  and  twenty  four  foot 
deep,  were,  in  the  mean  time,  opened, out  of 
the  Walls,  between  the  Gates  of  Jix,  and 
that  of  Joliette. 

But  to  bring  this  about,  and  to  conftrain 
the  Peafants  to  work,  Mr.  Monfiier  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  go  and  {fay  there  himfelf,  expofed  to 
the  Heat  of  the  Sun,  from  one  Dawning  of 
the  Day  to  the  other.- 

The  Sieur  Chevalier  Rofe,  who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Captain  and  Commiffary-General  at 
the  Rive  Neuvc  all  along  the  Harbour,  at 
the  fame  time  did  the  like  thing;  he  fitted 
up  another  vait  Hofpita!  under  the  Vaults  of 
a  Rope-yard,  and  ordered  great  and  deep 
Ditches  to  be  opened  on  the  Side  of  the  Ab¬ 
bey  of  St.  Viilor-,  got  together  Tumbrells, 
Porters,  and  all  other  Perfons  neceffary  to 
look  after  the  Living,  the  Dying,  and  the 
Dead  ;  and  what  is  Hill  more  remarkable, 
by  his  Adivity,  Courage,  and  Zeal  for  his 
unfortunate  Country,  he  furnifhed  that  Hoi- 
pital  with  all  things  neceffary  at  his  own 
Charge,  and  fo  many  Perfons  as  were  necef¬ 
fary 
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fary  were  kept  on  foot  by  his  own  Money, 
without  giving  himfelf  the  leaft  Trouble  how 
and  when  he  Ihould  be  reimburfed  the  fame. 

No  fooner  were  thefe  Peft-Houfes  fit  to 
receive  the  Infefted,  but  that  they  were 
filled  intirely  in  lefs  than  two  Days.  In 
truth,  thofe  that  were  carried  did  not  tarry 
there  any  long  time  ;  the  Diftemper  was  fo 
violent,  that  thofe  who  entered  in  the  Even¬ 
ing,  were  thrown  the  next  Day  into  the 
Ditches,  and  the  Hofpitals  were  a  Repofitory 
but  for  a  moment :  the  Dead  every  Day  fuc- 
ceffively  made  place  for  others  that  were 
newly  infected. 

The  1 2th  of  Aitguft-)  Meffieurs  Chi  cog - 
neau  and  V&rny,  firlf  Phyficians  of  Montpe¬ 
lier,  arrived  at  the  Barrier  of  NctreADctme , 
to  come  and  examine,  by  Order  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  the  true  Nature  and  Quality  of 
the  Diftemper  the  Town  was  then  afflicted 
with,  and  they  fent  Coaches  to  take  them 
and  convey  them  into  the  City. 

The  iqth  Monfieur  the  Marquifs  de  3P ille , 
and  Meffieurs  the  Sheriffs,  defired  their  Com¬ 
pany  at  the  Town-Houfe,  where  they  had 
iummoned  all  the  Phyficians  and  Mafter- 
Chirurgeons  of  the  City  ;  they  all  came,  and 
after  they  had  conferred  a  long  time  on  the 
Symptoms  of  the  Diftemper,  they  concluded 
to  go  together  the  Day  following,  to  vifit  not 
only  thofe  that  were  mfeffed  in  the  Hofpital, 
but  likewife  the  Sick  in  all  the  other  Parts  of 
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the  City,  and  to  make  all  the  Experiments 
that  fhould  be  neceffary* 

Till  that  time  the  Diftemper  had  not  dis¬ 
played  itfelf  with  all  its  Fiereenefs,  nor  exer«* 
cifed  all  its  Fury  ;  it  killed  molt  that  were 
attacked  with  it,  without  giving  quarter 
hardly  to  any  one;  and  at  thole  Houfes 
where  once  it  enter’d,  it  made  a  Sweep  of  • 
all,  from  the  leaft  to  the  greateft.  But  yet 
the  Populace  would  not  believe,  but  fed 
themfelves  up  with  falfe  Ideas,  that  it  was 
not  truly  the  Plague,  and  that  it  proceeded 
from  the  great  Mifery  and  Want  of  the  In¬ 
habitants,  and  from  the  bad  Provifions  they 
were  forced  to  live  upon.  The  Sea-faring 
People,  who  had  often  feen  the  Plague  in  the 
Levant ,  believed  it  to  be  the  Plague,  but  to 
be  different  from  what  they  had  feen.  In 
fhort,  many  Perfons  were  yet  in  doubt,  and 
waited,  with  the  greateft  Earneftnefs,  the 
Decifton  of  the  Phyficians  of  Montpelier ,  in 
order  to  make  their  Choice  either  of  flay¬ 
ing,  or  flying  away. 

The  14th  Meffieurs  the  Sheriffs  wrote  to 
the  Council  Marine,  to  return  their  moft 
humble  Thanks  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  for 
the  great  Regard  and  Goodnefs  he  had 
fhewn  them  in  fending  thefe  Phyficians. 

The  15th  they  wrote  to  Monfleur  theMar- 
fhal  de  Villars ,  the  State  and  extreme  ME 
fery  of  the  City,  and  that  they  had  near  an 
hundred  thoufand  poor  Souls,  without  Goods, 
Bread,  or  Money  to  affift  them.  They  wrote 
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alfo  to  Mr.  de  Jienage,  Intendant  of  Lan- 
guedoc ,  and  to  Monfieur  the  Marquifs  de 
CciylnSy  Commander  in  that  part  of  Pro - 
vence  that  lies  towards  Montpelier,  to  beg 
of  him  to  procure  them  fome  Bread-Corn  to 
beep  them  from  Famine,  which  they  had  not 
lefs  reafon  to  fear  than  the  Plague. 

*  The  Marquifs  de  Caylus ,  out  of  his  great 
Goodnefs,  interclted  himfelf  fo  earnestly  for 
them,  that  he  furnilhed  them  with  a  confi- 
derable  Credit,  to  procure  Corn. 

The  16th  being  the  Feaft  of  St.  Rocb,  who, 
being  the  Tutelar  Saint  in  order  to  prefer ve 
all  Cities  from  the  Plague,  was  always  fo- 
lemnized  with  the  greateft  Pomp  and  Mag¬ 
nificence  at  Marfeilks  :  But  the  Marquifs  de 
Pille ,  and  Mellieurs  the  Sheriffs,  in  order  to 
hinder  the  farther  Communication  of  the 
Diftemper,  by  the  prodigious  Number  of 
People  of  all  forts  that  ufed  to  accompany 
the  fame,  but  efpecially  now  when  the  Peo¬ 
ple  were  altnoft  devoured  with  blind  Zeal, 
forbid  the  ufual  pompous  Proceffion,  with 
theBufto  and  the  other  Reliquesof  the  Saint. 
But  they  were  obliged,  in  fome  meafure,  to 
comply  with  the  Clamour  of  the  Populace, 
who  now  lay  under  the  fear  of  fo  terrible  a 
Scourge  as  the  Plague, which  had  been  already 
feen,  and  its  dire  Effects  were  continually  re- 
prefenting  themfelves  to  them  in  the  tnoft  hor¬ 
rible  manner  :  therefore  they  found  it  highly 
neceflary,  in  order  to  hinder  Diforder  or  Con- 
fufion,  to  attend  the  fame  themfelves  with  all 
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the  Halberdiers  and  Guards,  in  order  to  hin¬ 
der  any  one  from  following  the  fame. 

The  next  Day,  being  the  17th,  the  Phy- 
ficians  of  Montpelier  came  to  the  Town- 
Houfe,  and  gave  an  account  of  what  they 
knew  of  the  Diftemper,  and  declared,  in  a 
few  words,  that  it  was  truly  the  Plague. 

But  feeing  that  all  the  People  were  already 
gone  out  of  the  Town,  and  that  the  Terror 
and  Apprehenfion  of  the  fame  had  put  all 
things  into  the  greateft  Diforder,  they  thought 
it  convenient  not  to  augment  their  Fears, 
but  to  diffemble  a  little,  and  thereby  quiet 
and  calm  the  Spirits  of  the  People:  they 
therefore  fixed  up  Bills  in  the  publick  Places* 
wherein  they  gave  out,  that  the  Diftemper 
was  not  any  other  but  a  contagious  Fever, 
proceeding  from  the  bad  Provisions,  which 
1  they  did  not  doubt  would  foon  ceafe  by  the 
1  Succours  they  Should  have  in  a  little  time 
I  from  all  Parts,  which  would  make  a  Plenty 
1  of  every  thing  that  might  be  neceflary. 

This  Publication  was  fixed  ast  foon  as  pot 
fible,  but  without  effect ;  the  Mortality, 
which  raged,  had  augmented  considerably  in 
thefe  few  Days  ;  the  Malignity  and  Violence 
by  which  it  knock’d  at  the  Doors  on  all  Sides, 
i  and  the  Subtilty  with  which  it  was  perceived 
:  to  communicate  itfelf,  had  now  convinced 
the  molt  obstinate,  and  thofe  that  were  the 
molt  unwilling  to  be  deceived,  that  it  was 
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truly  the  Plague,  and  it  was  impoffible 
to  make  them  believe  any  other.  Every 
one  that  could,  took  his  fudden  Flight,  fo  that 
the  Gates  of  the  City  were  hardly  fufficient 
to  let  out  the  prodigious  Number  of  People 
who  flocked  thither  upon  this  Oecafion. 

If  it  had  been  the  ufelefs  Mouths  that 
went  away,  nothing  would  have  been  more 
convenient  and  comfortable  ;  but  the  Per- 
fons  that  were  mod  neceffary,  and  thofe  in¬ 
deed  whofe  Functions  obliged  them  more  in- 
difpenfably  to  remain  in  the  City,  were  the 
firft  that  deferred  it;  almoft  all  the  Ma- 
giftrates  of  Health,  thofe  of  the  'Bureau 
d Abundance,  the  Judges  of  the  City,  and 
the  Judges  of  the  Palace  or  the  Civil  Go¬ 
vernment,  the  Reftors  of  all  the  Hofpitals, 
and  all  Houfes  and  other  charitable  Works  ; 
and  even  the  Commiffaries  themfelves,  who 
were  new  come,  and  but  a  few  Days  pa  ft 
eftablifhed  in  the  different  Quarters  and  Pa- I 
riffles  of  the  City,  in  order  to  relieve  the 
Poor.> 

The  Workmen  of  all  manner  of  Trades, 
and  thofe  that  were  the  molt  neceffary  for 
Life,  the  Sellers  of  Flefh-Mear,  and  other 
Provifions  left  the  Town ;  nay,  even  thole 
run  away  that  were  ordered  as  a  Guard  to 
hinder  the  others  from  making  their  Efcape  ; 
the  Captains  and  other  Militia  Officers  de- 
ferted  with  their  whole  Companies :  In  fhort, 
every  body  abandoned  the  City,  and  fled  : 
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:  So  that  Monfieur  the  Marquifs  de  Tille , 
and  the  Sheriffs,  remained  alone  to  govern 
;  a  prodigious  Populace,  that  were  ready  to 
undertake  any  thing  by  the  Extremity  they 
found  themfelves  reduced  to,  by  the  Mife- 
ry  and  Calamity  which  increafed  with  the 
Diftemper. 

The  Profpedl  of  the  City  already  ex¬ 
cited  Compafiion,  having  all  the  Air  of  De- 
folation  ;  all  the  Magazines,  all  the  Shops 
were  in  general  fhut  up.  and  mod  part  of 
the  Houles,  the  Churches,  and  Convents ; 
all  the  publick  Markets  were  deferred,  and 
not  any  People  in  the  Street  but  poor  dy¬ 
ing  Wretches.  The  Harbour  was  in  the 
greateft  Diforder  ;  the  Gallies  were  retired 
from  the  Key,  x  and  fhut  up  with  a  ftrong 
Stacade  on  the  fide  of  the  Arfenal,  where 
;  all  the  Bridges  were  drawn  up,  and  high 
Barriers  placed ;  and  the  Merchant-Ships  and 
other  Vellels  cut  their  Cables,  and  fet  them¬ 
felves  adrift. 

Thus  proud  Marfeilles ,  which  was  but  a 
few  Days  paft  fo  flourishing,  and  which 
enjoyed  the  greateft  Plenty  of  every  thing 
that  fhould  make  one  happy,  was  now  no 
other  than  the  true  Image  of  Jerusalem 
in  its  Denotation  ;  and  the  Plague,  which 
then  began  to  rage,  had,  in  lefs  than  fif¬ 
teen  Days,  made  here  the  moft  difmai 
Theatre,  by  the  moft  terrible  and  frightful 
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Ravages  that  ever  were  in  any  City  of  the 
World. 

The  1 8th  of  Juguft  a  Multitude  of  Peo¬ 
ple,  from  the  Quarter  of  St.  John ,  came  to 
the  Town  Houle,  crying  out,  jhat  they 
wanted  Wine ,  and  that  there  was  nobody 
in  the  City  that  would  fell  a?iy  The  Guard 
was  immediately  put  in  a  Pofture  of  De¬ 
fence  ;  Mr.  Eftelle  and  Mr.  Monfiier  arriv¬ 
ing  there,  foon  appeafed  them,  by  promiling 
to  procure  fome  for  them  :  and  to  that  end 
an  Order  was  given  out,  that  all  thofe  that 
had  any  Wine  in  their  Vaults,  fhould  bring 
it  forth  to  be  fold  every  Day,  otherwife  their 
Vaults  fhould  be  fearched,  and  their  Wine 
fold  by  the  Guards,  who  fhould  make  the 
ftriCteft  Enquiry  poffible  for  the  fame  in  all 
the  different  Quarters  of  the  City. 

The  Contagion  had,  by  this  time,  diffufed 
itfeli,  and  gained  Ground  every  where,  not- 
withffanding  all  the  Care  and  Pains  that 
had  been  taken  to  hinder  its  Communica¬ 
tion.  The  Infection  began  now  to  wax 
warm,  and  ravage  every  where,  notwith- 
itanding  all  poffible  Care  was  taken  to  carry 
off  the  dead  Bodies,  by  having  always  ready, 
upon  the  Pavement,  a  good  Number  of  Carts 
and  Porters  for  that  end. 

But,  alas  !  all  that  had  been  done  proved 
ineffectual,  and  it  was  impoffible  to  continue 
it  any  longer,  there  being  no  more  People  to 
be  found  that  would  engage  in  fo  perillous  a 
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Work,  for  theyfcarcely  lived  two  Days ;  for 
upon  touching  the  dead  Body  with  the  greateft 
Precaution,  with  a  Hook  with  a  long  Han¬ 
dle,  yet  the  Plague  immediately  communi¬ 
cated  ltfelf ;  nay,  only  coming  near  the  dead 
Bodies,  the  noxious  and  peftiterous  Effluvia’s 
immediately  infeded  them. 

They  gave  all  that  would  affift,  15  Livres 
a-day ;  but  do  what  they  wou’d,  they  cou’d 
not  make  the  Beggars,  nor  other  poor  Peo¬ 
ple,  in  the  lead,  to  come  nigh  the  dead  Bo¬ 
dies,  by  reafon  of  inevitable  Death  that  at¬ 
tended  them  in  that  perillous  Employment : 
Arid  Search  was  made,  in  order  to  bring 
them  by  main  Force,  but  ail  in  vain,  for 
they  were  ail  either  dead,  or  fo  well  con¬ 
cealed,  that  not  one  could  be  found,  fo  that 
the  Dead  Bodies  remained,  fome  in  the  Hou¬ 
les,  others  at  the  Gates  of  the  Hofpitals,  in 
great  Piles,  one  upon  another,  without  any 
to  carry  them  away,  and  throw  them  into 
the  Ditches. 

What  was  to  be  done  in  this  great  Extre¬ 
mity  ?  The  Sheriffs  had  Recourfe  to  the 
Officers  of  the  Gallies,  and  made  preffing 
Inftances  to  them,  that  they  would  allow 
them  fome  Galley-Slaves,  to  ferve  as  Porters 
to  carry  off  the  Dead,  and  engag’d  to  in¬ 
demnify  them,  on  the  part  of  Ins  Majeftv, 
for  the  fame.  ' 

They  had  the  Good nefs- to  have  regard  to 
their  preffing  Neceffities,and  order’d  them  2 6 

In- 
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Invalids,  to  whom  they  promifed  their  Liber- 
ty,  in  order  to  make  them  work. 

They  agreed  that  a  Part  of  the  Officers 
of  Health,  fhould  accompany  thefe  Galley- 
Slaves,  in  order  to  hinder  any  Diforder  that 
might  happen;  and  that  the  Sheriffs,  who 
were  almoft  worn  out  with  Fatigues,  and 
left  without  any  Perfon  that  they  could 
truft  to,  were  obliged  almoft  to  as  great 
Hardfhip,  as  if  they  had  been  Porters  them- 
felves. 

Thefe  poor  Slaves  were  abandon’d  by  all, 
and  in  want  of  every  thing ;  they  wanted 
Shoes :  there  were,  at  that  time,  neither  Shoes 
nor  Shoemaker  in  the  whole  City.  They 
wanted  both  Food  and  Lodging,  for  no  body 
would  either  fee,  fpeak,  or  come  near  thefe 
poor  Slaves,  that  were  now  the  Bearers  of 
the  peftiferous  Bodies. 

It  was  neceffary,  Night  and  Day,  for 
every  body  to  be  upon  their  guard,  for 
thefe  miferable  Wretches,  in  whatever  Houfe 
they  enter’d  to  take  the  dead  Bodies,  rhey 
certainly  pillag’d  and  robb’d  it  before  they 
left  the  fame ;  and  they  knew  neither  how 
to  put  the  Horfes  to  their  Carts,  nor  how 
to  drive  them,  fo  that  they  were  turn’d 
over  every  moment,  thereby  breaking  to 
pieces  the  Harnefs  and  all  that  belong’d  to 
it,  without  being  ever  able  to  mend  them 
again,  becaufe  there  was  neither  Bridler, 

Sadler,  or  Cartwright  in  the  whole  Town : 

fOK 
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for  no  body  would  touch  thofe  Things  that 
were  infe&ed,  therefore  they  were  continu¬ 
ally  in  fearch,  in  the  Country,  for  other  Carts, 
and  which  every  one  had,  at  this  time,  dili¬ 
gently  concealed,  and  left  them,  by  that 
means,  under  the  moft  preffing  Difficulties 
that  it  was  poffible  for  People  to  labour 
under.  And  thefe  Slaves  did  their  Bufi- 
nefs  with  fo  much  Slownefs,  and  Lazinefs, 
tnat  it  was  enough  to  make  one  mad. 

In  what  City  of  the  World,  was  it  ever 
known,  that  the  Confuls  and  Chief  Magi- 
ftiates  of  the  City,  were  obliged  to  undergo 
fuch  Fatigues  as  thofe  of  Marfeittes ,  who 
were  reduced,  more  than  once,  to  lacrifice 
themfelves  in  the  moft  hazardous  and  peril- 
lous  Offices  ?  for  in  a  little  time  they  were 
obliged  to  go  with  theft  Galley-Slaves,  in 
order  to  fee  them  carry  away  the  dead,  pu¬ 
trefied,  and  peftiferous  Bodies ;  which  they 
had  not  the  heart  to  do,  till  the  Sheriffs 
put  themfelves  at  their  Head,  and  went  them- 
lelves  firft  where  the  Infefh'on  was  the  moft 

horrible,  in  order  to  bring  off  the  dead 
Bodies. 

Mr.  Monflier  was  the  moft  employ’d  in 
this  Affair,  daily  for  near  2  Months.  At 
Break  of  Day,  he  was  obliged  to  go  in  order 
to  fte  the  Horfes  put  into  the  Carts,  and 
thereby  hindering  them  from  breaking  the 
Harnefs;  and  to  follow  them  to  the  Ditch- 
hde,  that  the  Bodies  might  be  direftly  thrown 
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in  and  not  left  on  the  Bank;  and  in  the 
Evening  he  was  to  fee  the  Horfes  taken  out 
of  the  Carts,  and  conduced  to  their  Stabies, 
and  the  Harnefs  fafely  reported  in  a  Piace 
where  they  might  find  them  the  next  Day, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  Inconveniences  which 
miKht  interrupt  the  Continuation  of  a  Work 
wherein  there  was  lo  much  Danger  in  it^ 
Delay.  The  ancient  Roman  Confuls,  who 
were  efteemed  to  have  fo  much  Love  tor 
their  Country,  could  never  be  infpired  with 

fuch  Zeal  as  this. 

The  19th  of  Auguft  Perlons  were  cnofen 
In  every  Parifh,  who  had  the  Charge  of 
making  Broth  for  the  Sick,  and  to  deliver  it 
out  toD  them,  and  eftablifced  a  particular 
Hofpital,  which  would  be  abtolutely  ne^.el- 
Dry,  in  cafe  the  Plague  mould  rage  after 
the  mod  grievous  manner  that  could  be 


imagined. 


aguieu.  ,  c  ,  i-  • 

Abundance  of  Women  that  gave  Suck  died 

of  the  Contagion,  and  left  great  Numbeis  of 

fucking  Infants  which  were  found  groaning 

in  their  Cradles,  when  they  came  to  taite 

away  the  dead  Bodies  of  their  Mothers.  i\o 

bodv  would  receive  thefe  poor  Babes,  and 

much  lefs  nounfh,  or  fuccour  them  ;  all  Com- 

pa  (lion  in  this  time  of  the  Plague,  was  no 

more;  and  the  Dread  of  that  horrible  Dif- 

temper,  had  ftifled  all  Sentiments  of  Chan- 

tv.  and  even  of  Humanity  itielf:  fo  that  thefe 

poor  little  Innocents,  which  were  found  on 
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Tides,  as  well  as  other  unfortunate  In- 
nts  under  Age,  which  the  Plague  had 
nder’d  Orphans,  mull:  inevitably  perifh ; 
hey  therefore  took  the  Hofpital  of  St* 
y ame.s  of  Gcillicia ,  and  the  Convent  of 
the  Fathers  of  Lorettoy  which  they  found 
empty,  either  by  Death,  or  by  the  Flight 
of  all  the  Religious  of  the  fame  ;  and  there 
thefe  poor  Creatures  were  order’d  to  be 
hurfed  with  Soop  and  Goat’s  Milk.  The 
Number  of  thefe  unhappy  Creatures  was 
fo  great,  that  though  there  died  30  or  40 
a  Day,  yet,  by  the  continual  Supply  of  o- 
thers,  which  were  every  day  brought  in, 
they  were  never  lefs  than  12  or  1300. 

The  20th,  part  of  the  Slaves  which 
we  had  two  Days  before  from  the  G  allies, 
were  infe&ed  with  the  Plague,  and  there¬ 
by  unable  to  work*  The  Magiftrates  went 
therefore  again  to  the  Officers,  to  beg  their 
Afiiftance  by  another  Supply,  who  imme¬ 
diately  granted  them  33  more.  That  Day 
almoft  all  the  Millers  and  Bakers  were 
found  to  give  over  working,  by  reafon  all 
their  Journeymen  had  left  their  Service, 
and  fled  away.  An  Ordinance  was  pub- 
lifh’d,  to  require,  and  conftrain  thofe 
Deferters  to  return  back  to  their  refpec- 
tive  Mahers  on  pain  of  Death.  All  the 
Mafons  were  fled,  not  one  to  be  found  ; 
and  as  there  was  a  great  deal  of  plaftering 
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Work  to  be  done  to  the  Hofpitals,  am 
ther  Work  to  the  Church-yards,  the  i 
Ordinance  was  blued  out  for  them  to  1 
turn,  and  another  to  hinder  all  Meal  an 
baked  Bread,  order'd  for  the  Subfiftana 
of  the  Poor,  from  being  carried  out  ok 
the  City,  on  Pain  of  a  fevere  Penalty  and 
Confifcation. 

The  2 1 ft  of  JugnJij  the  Plague  began 
to  rage  now  with  fo  much  Violence,  and 
the  Number  of  Dead  they  found  to  ei 
creafe  foprodigioufly  upon  them  all  at  once, 
that  they  confider’d,  that  it  would  be  in- 
tirely  impoffible,  that  the  Tumbrels  could 
come  to  all  Places  to  take  up  the  Dead,  in 
order  to  carry  them  to  the  Ditches  out  o 
the  Town ;  for  the  Carts  could  no  way  go 
to  the  high  Quarter  of  St.  John ,  nor  into 
many  other  Places  of  the  old  Town,  by 
reafon  of  the  Narrownefs  of  their  Streets, 
and  thefe  Streets  being  inhabited  by  a 
prodigious  Throng  of  the  Scum  of  the 
People,  they  therefore  abounded  with  the 
greateft  Number  of  dead  Bodies:  the 
Ditches  that  were  made  out  of  the  Town, 
were  fo  far  diftant,  that  do  all  they  could, 
it  was  impoffible  to  carry  off  the  Dead 
from  thofe  Places,  fo  that  they  would  be  for- 
ced  to  leave  them  behind,  and  thereby  a 
general  Infection  would  be  caus'd,  which 
\yould  fill  the  Air  with  peftiferous  Atoms. 

,  f  Under 
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Under  thefe  great  and  many  Difficulties 
and  Embaraffments  that  they  laboured 
under,  the  Advice  of  a  number  of  judici¬ 
ous  Perfons  were  extremely  neceffary :  to 
that  end,  Monfieur  the  Marquifs  de  Fitte 
and  Meflieurs  the  Sheriffs,  begg’d  the  ge¬ 
neral  Officers  of  the  Gallies  would  meet 
them  in  the  1  own-Uoufo,  where  they 
came  to  the  following  Refoiutions. 

i.  For  the  Reafons  already  obferv’d,  as 
well  as-  to  avoid  the  fatal  Inconveniences 
that  would  attend  the  leaft  Delay  in  car-' 
lying  off  the  Dead,  they  fhall  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  not  only  bury  them  in  the  Ditches 
out  of  the  Walls,  but  like  wife  in  the 
Vaults  of  the  religious  yacobins^- thole  of 
the  Obfervatins ,  of  the  Carmelites ,  and  of 
Loretto ;,  for  thofe  Churches  were  fituated 
in  thofe  high  Parts  of  the  City  where  there 
were  the  mold  dead  Bodies.  And  where  the 
Tumbrels  could  not  come  for  them,  they 
lhould  have  a  fort  of  Litters  made,  by  which 
the  Bodies  fhould  be  conveyed  away  bv  the 
Slaves.  That  there  fhould  be  provided 
for  every  Vault,  a  Pile  of  QuicfoLime, 
and  a  French  Barrel  of  Water  to  throw 
into  the  Vaults  upon  the  dead  Bodies;  and 
when  it  fhould  be  full,  it  fhou’d  be  fo 
well  cemented  up,  that  the  leaft  Infedion 
could  not  exhale, 

F  a 
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2.  That  a  Man  of  Probity,  and  one  that 
might  be  confided  in,  be  order’d,  with  a 
Guard  of  Horfe  at  the  head  of  the  Carts, 
and  of  every  Brigade  of  Galley-Slaves,  in 
order  to  make  them  work  diligently,  and 
thereby  hinder  them  from  pillaging  and 
plundering. 

?.  That  in  order  to  avoid  any  Infection 
that  may  exhale  from  the  Ditches  and 
other  Burying-Places  of  the  City,  for  want 
of  a  due  Quantity  of  Earth,  and  Quick- 
Lime,  being  thrown  in;  a  moft  exa£t 
Review  {hall  be  taken  by  the  aforefaid 
Perfon,  that  every  thing  be  done  that  is 
neceflary. 

4.  That  feeing  that  Commiffaries  were 
wanting  in  feverai  Parifhes,  and  Quarters 
of  the  City,  for  as  much  as  they  had  fled 
and  abandon’d  the  fame,  and  no  fit  Per- 
fons  could  be  found  to  place  in  their 
Rooms,  therefore  every  Convent  fhould 
be  obliged  to  provide  a  Religious,  to  ferve 
as  a  Commiifary  in  thofe  (Quarters  where 
they  were  unprovided. 


5.  That  for  hindering  the  Communica¬ 
tion  of  the  Diftemper,  the  Bilhop  fhould 
order  all  publick  Worlhip  to  ceafe  in  the 


Churches. 
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6.  That  in  order  to  terrify  and  keep  the 
Populace  within  Bounds,  Gallows  fhould 
be  erefted  in  all  the  publick  Places  of  the 
City. 

The  Day  following,  being  the  21ft  of 
Jugujt,  Meffieurs  the  Sheriffs  gave  an  Ac¬ 
count  to  the  Council-Marine  of  the  In- 
creafe  of  the  Diftemper,  and  begged  of 
them  to  agree,  that  all  publick  Bufinefs 
might  from  henceforth  be  fufpended,  be- 
caufe  at  this  time  nothing  ought  to  take 
up  one’s  Thoughts  but  what  regarded 
Health  :  When  the  Plague  raged  fo  violent¬ 
ly  in  a  City,  that  every  one  regarded  it  as 
little  lefs  than  the  Agony  of  Death  ;  no¬ 
body  was  in  a  Condition  to  apply  himfelf 
to  any  thing,  but  that  which  tended  to 
their  Prefervation. 

In  the  mean  time  every  thing  was  want¬ 
ing  in  the  Town,  even  thofe  things  which 
were  the  moft  common.  No  more  Linen- 
Cloth  could  be  found  to  make  their  Straw- 
Beds  for  the  Hofpitals,  although  they 
made  diligent  Search,  but  in  vain,  in  all 
the  Magazines  and  Shops  of  the  City. 
The  Noife  of  the  Plague  had  now  fpread 
itfelf  to  all  Parts  of  the  World,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  write  to  Monfieur  the  firft 
Prefident,  that  he  would  fend  them  all 

that 
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that  he  could  find  at  Jix,  and  at  the  fame 
time '  that  he  would  fupply  them  with 
Shoes  for  the  poor  Galley-Slaves,  for  they 

had  never  a  Shoemaker  in  Marfci/les  to 
make  any. 

Without  the  Supports  which  he  had  the 
Goodnefs  to  give  Meffieurs  the  Sheriffs  ; 
and  the  great  Regard  he  had  to  their 
preffing  Neceffities,  in  affitting  them  with 
all  things' necelfary  ;  they  certainly  would 
have  futfered  Thoufands  of  Inconvenien¬ 
ces  more  than  they  did. 

Two  or  three  times  a  day  they  took  the 
liberty  to  write  to  him,  and  always  for' 
fomething  very  fatiguing ;  and  he,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  natural  Goodnefs,  provided 
them  with  every  thing,  and  did  thofe 
things  for  them  which  was  a  great  deal 
below  his  Office.  And  though  he  himfelf 
was  not  immediately  on  the  Spot  occupied 
in  looking  after  the  Sick  Night  and  Day 
in.  this  unhappy  City,  yet  he  took  care  of 
one  to  fupply  his  Place,  by  the  Perfon  of 
Mr.  Rigord  his  Sub-Delegate,  who  a&ed 
with  fo  much  Zeal,  Application/and  Vi¬ 
gour  ;  who  though  he  had  the  Plague  in 
his  own  Houfe,  which  took  away  his- 
Spoufe,  his  Family,  his  Commiffioner,  and 
all  his  Domefticks,  without  being  Thun- 
der-ftruck,  or  moved  with  all  its  Horrors, 
could  not  draw  one  moment  of  time  from 

his 
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his  continual  Application  in  his  Labour,  to 
a  (lift  the  prefling  Neceflities  of  this  affii&ecf 
City.  _  - 

That  Day,  Advice  was  brought,  that  a 
great  many  Bakers,  to  cover  the  better 
their  Evafion,  had  left  their  Ovens  to  their 
Journeymen,  who  fignified  no  more  than  a 
Cypher  :  an  Ordinance  was  immediately 
iflued  out,  ordering  them  immediately  to 
return,  and  take  pofleflion  of  their  Ovens, 
and  not  to  ftir  from  them  upon  pain  of 
Death.  Another  -Ordinance  was  publifh’d 
requiring  all  the  Intendants  of  Health’ 
thofe  of  the  Markets,  the  City-Counfellors, 
and  all  other  municipal  Officers,  to  return 
in  twenty  four  hours,1  on  the  penalty  of 
one  thoufand  Livres  Fine,  and  to  be  made 
incapable  for  ever  after  of  any  municipal 
Charge  or  Office. 

The  fame  Day  the  Bifhop,  whom  the 
Marquiis  de  ‘'Pille  had  acquainted  with 
the  Refolutions  they  agreed  to  the  Day 
before  in  Council,  put  forth  a  Letter, 
wherein  he  gave  divers  Reafons  for  op- 
pofing  that  part  which  related  to  the  bu¬ 
rying  of  the  dead  Bodies  in  the  Vaults  of 
the  Churches  and  Convents  appointed  for 
that  Ufe. 

Upon  which  the  Marquifs  de  Vide  hav¬ 
ing  defired  the  General  Officers  of  the  Gal¬ 
lics,  the  Sheriirs,  and  fome  other  zealous 

Citizens 
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Citizens  to  meet  in  the  Town-Houfe  ;  and 
after  having  well  weighed  and  confidered 
all  the  Reafons  therein  contained,  and  with 
thofe  that  they  had  agreed  on,  to  carry  the 
dead  Bodies  into  the  Vaults  of  the  Chur¬ 
ches  and  Convents,  they  found  it  abso¬ 
lutely  neceffary  to  adhere  firmly  to  them, 
and  thereupon  unanimoufly  agreed  to  ftand 
by  the  fame  ;  but  that  they  Ihould  fufpend 
the  Execution  twenty  four  hours,  to  fee  if, 
in  that  time,  the  Mortality  decreafed,  fo 
that  they  might  do  it  without  it  ;  but 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  all  Diligence  fhould 
be  ufed  to  get  all  the  Vaults  in  the  Chur¬ 
ches  ready,  by  carrying  all  the  Water  and 
Quick-Lime  to  each  of  them  that  was  ne- 
ceflary. 


The  2 id,  going  to  work,  they  found  all 
the  Churches  Shut  up,  and  the  Religious 
refufed  to  open  their  Doors;  upon  which 
Mr.  Mon  flier  ordered  them  to  be  broke 
open,  and  made  them  bring  all  the  Bar¬ 
rels  of  Water  and  Lime  that  was  neceffa- 
ry.  In  order  to  make  the  Litters,  there 
muft  be  a  Joiner  ;  therefore  he  made  the 
firll  he  could  find  to  work  upon  the  fame : 
for  every  body’s  Service  was  required  on 
thefe  preffing  Occafions. 


This 
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This  Day  was  fo  far  from  diminifhing 
the  Mortality,  that  almoft  a  thoufand  Per- 
fons  died  ;  fo  that  there  was  no  longer  a« 
ny  Hefitation  to  be  made  in  entering  the 
Churches,  and  that  otherwlfe  they  fhould 
find  themfelves  fo  overcharged  with  the 
Number  of  dead  Bodies,  that  it  would  be 
impoffible  to  remove  them  in  time. 

They  difpofed  every  thing  in  order,  that 
they  could,  to  work  the  next  Morning; 
and  the  Officers  of  the  Galleys  had  the 
Goodnefs  to  reinforce  them  with  20  more 
of  their  Slaves. 

The  Day  following,  being  the  24th  of 
Angufi,  that  they  might  ufe  all  Diligence, 
and  not  be  any  Ways  remifs  in  their  Work, 
on  account  of  the  Horror  and  Danger  of 
Death,  Mr.  Monfleir  went  himfelf,  prefi¬ 
fing  and  animating  the  Slaves,  as  well  by 
his  Intrepidity  and  Courage,  as  by  his 
AQiions :  And  when  theVaults  were  full,  he 
faw  the  Water  and  Lime  neceffary  thrown 
in,  and  then  took  particular  Care  that  the 
Mouths  of  the  Vaults  fhould  be  fo  well 
ftopt  and  cemented,  that  it  was  impoffible 
for  any  thing  to  exhale. 

The  Marquifs  de  cPille,  and  the  other 
Sheriffs,  in  the  mean  time,  were  taken  up, 
in  examining  ftrictly  whether  all  their  other 
Refolutions  were  duly  executed. 

They  eftablifh’d  the  moft  trufty  People 
they  could  find,  to  go  on  horfeback,  with 
the  Guards,  at  the  head  of  the  Tumbrels, 
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and  every  Brigade  of  Slaves:  but  thefe 
would  no  longer  undergo  this  perillous 
Work  :  &nd  in  a  little  time  they  themfelves 
were  obliged  to  affociate  in  their  place. 

There  was  now  no  farther  occafion  to 
defire  the  Bifhop,  that  all  Ecclefiaftical 
Functions  might  ceafe,  for  they  were  now 
all  in  general  fhut  up :  they  had  now  no 
more  Maffes,  no  more  Ad  minift  rations  of 
the  Sacraments,  no  more  tinkling  of  their 
Bells ;  all  the  Ecclefiatf  icks  were  fled,  and 
even  part  of  the  Curates  themfelves.  As 
for  the  Religious,  there  were  none  to  be 
found  to  a£k  as  CommilTaries,  in  the  diffe¬ 
rent  Quarters  where  they  were  unprovi¬ 
ded  •  tome  were  deferred,  and  fome  were 
dead,  and  there  were  not  fo  many  left,  as 
was  neceifary  to  confefs  .the  Sick."  There 
was  only  Father  Milay,  a  Jefuit,  who 
thought  he  could  never  do  too  much,  be¬ 
ing  fill’d  with  Zeal  and  fervent  Charity, 
which  always  animated  him;  he  came 
and  offer’d  to  take  upon  him  the  Charge 
of  Coinmiflary  of  the  Street  of  Lefcale , 
and  all  the  Parts  about  it,  a  Quarter  which 
no  body  durft  take,  by  reafon  it  was  the 
Seat  tyliere  the  Plague  rag’d  the  moft 
violently,  and  the  Avenues  leading  to  that 
Place  were  barricaded  by  Guards,  to  hin¬ 
der  any  Perfon  from  going  in  or  out.  They 
eitabliCh’d  this  Father,  who,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  Contagion,  was  daily  con- 
feffing  the  Infe&ed  :  in  Ihort,  he  did  fuch 
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Afts  of  Piety,  as  were  more  than  he- 
roick.  But  the  Plague  did  not  fpare  him 
long, 

They  likewife  went  to  make  a  Review 
of  the  Ditches  and  Church  yards,  a  Spec¬ 
tacle  truly  horrible  to  behold,  and  dange¬ 
rous  to  approach;  all  the  vaft  Number 
of  peftiferous  dead  Bodies,  which  were 
actually  caft  in,  and  were,  as  yet,  unco¬ 
vered,  lying,  by  thoufands  in  Heaps,  one 
upon  another. 

At  other  Times,  the  Governours  and 
Confuls,  during  the  time  of  Contagion, 
remained  flint  up  in  the  Town-Honfe  with 
the  greateft  Precaution ;  all  thofe  that 
had  the  Government  of  the  Town,  and 
were  afflicted  with  the  Plague,  were  or¬ 
dered  to  go  out,  judging  it  to  be  neceffa- 
ry,  that  the  Magiftrates  fhould  be  more 
careful  of  their  Lives  and  Health  than 
any  other. 

Here  whilft  the  Plague  rag’d,  the  Mar- 
quifs  de  cP/ll/$  and  the  Sheriffs  chief  and 
only  Care  was  preferving  the  Lives  of  o- 
thers,  expofing  and  facriiicing  their  own 
in  every  refpeft,  without  the  leaft  Regard 
to  themfelves ;  and  they  were  Night  and 
Day  on  the  pav’d  Stones:  and  every  where, 
where  they  faw  any  Danger,  their  Care 
was  to  remove  the  reft  as  far  from  it  as 
poffible. 

The  Marquiis  de  Tille  had  fo  little  Re¬ 
gard  for  himfelf,  that  he  let  them  eftablifli 
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the  principal  Peft-Houfe  (which  was  that 
of  Curables)  not  above  four  Paces  from 
his  Palace.  Mr.  EJielle  went  with  fo  lit¬ 
tle  Fear  in  the  Night-time,  in  order  to 
carry  off  the  dead  Bodies  in  the  Street  of 
Lefcale ,  which  were  piled  on  the  Pave¬ 
ment,  that  he  hardly  wanted  the  breadth 
of  a  Finger,  of  being  furrounded  withfome 
of  thofe  peftiferous  Bodies  that  lay  juft 
before  him. 

Mr.  Monfiier ,  in  like  manner,  made 
light  of  Dangers  that  would  make  o- 
thers  quake  and  tremble;  viz-  an  Emplafter, 
reeking  hot,  with  the  Eus  of  a  malignant 
Bubo,  which  was  thrown  out  of  a  Win¬ 
dow,  and  fell  upon  his  Face,  and  ftuck  to 
his  Cheek ;  he  loos’d  it  with  all  the  Cool- 
nefs  imaginable,  and  did  nothing  but  dry 
up  the  Naftinefs  •  with  a  Sponge  dipt  in 
Vinegar,  and  that  without  making  him  to 
draw  one  Pace  backward,  or  hindering  him 
from  undergoing  the  like  Accidents  that 
might  happen  for  the  future. 

The  25th  of  Augufi ,  the  Heat  of  the 
Plague  was  in  all  the  four  Parts  of  the 
City,  and  was  now  come  to  its  full  Fury 
and  Height;  and  from  this  time,  to  the 
end  of  September ,  continued  to  rage  with 
the  fame  Impetuofity,  deftroying  every 
where,  overturning  and  ruining  in  every 
Place,  and  killing  every  day  more  than  a 
thoufand  Perfons.  Its  Violence  made  its 
*noft  vigorous  Attack  amongft  the  Popu¬ 
lace 
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lace,  and  its  Fury  carried  off  Thoufands  at 
a  time. 

The  Confequence  of  this  was,  that  the 
Peft-Houfes  were  not  fufficient  to  receive  all 
the  poor  fick  Creatures  ;  they  therefore  de¬ 
termin’d  to  make  a  new  one  that  fhould 
be  more  commodious:  But  they  had  no 
Edifice,  either  within  or  without  the  City, 
fpacious  and  big  enough  for  that  purpofe  ; 
therefore,  according  to  the  Advice  of  the 
Phyficians  of  Montpelier ,  they  refolv’d  to 
make  one  in  the  Mall  which  is  out  of  the 
Beggars  Gate,  next  to  the  Convent  of  the 
Augnflins  Refornte'es,  with  Wood-Work, 
and  cover’d  with  coarfe  thick  Callico  Cloth. 
A  new  EmbaraiTtnent  for  the  Sheriffs  !  to 
have  the  Care  of  building  fuch  an  Hofpital, 
without  being  able  to  call  to  their  Aid  or 
Afliftance  any  one,  or  without  having  any 
Workman  ;  for  all  in  general  had  taken 
their  flight. 

The  26th,  the  Chamber  or  Board  of 
Trade  underftood  that  almofl:  all  the  Bakers 
had  deferted  Marseilles ;  and,  being  very 
willing  to  prevent  the  great  Extremity  this 
poor  City  would  be  reduced  to  for  want 
of  Bread  at  this  tinfe,  they  order’d  an 
Arret,  enjoining  all  Bakers  and  Millers  that 
had  gone  away,  to  return  immediately  on 
pain  of  Death  ;  and  wrote  to  the  Confuls 
of  all  fuch  Places  where  they  had  abfcond- 
ed,  to  difcover  them,  and  fend  them  back, 
upon  penalty  of  a  fevere  Fine,  and  other 
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Punifhments.  All  the  Retailers  and  Huck- 
fters  had  (hut  up  their  Shops,  and  the  Peo¬ 
ple  had  no  where  to  go  to  buy  the  common 
Neceffaries  of  Life  :  they  were  therefore  re¬ 
quired  to  open  them  again  in  twenty-four 
Hours,  otherwife  they  fhould  be  broke  open. 

The  27th,  the  Board  of  Trade  being 
fenlibly  touch’d  with  the  miferable  Con¬ 
dition  of  Marfeittesy  and  what  the  poor 
People  were  forced  to  fuifer,  order’d  all  the 
Handicrafts-Men,  Merchants,  and  Ware- 
houfe-Men,  to  open  their  Shops  and  Ware- 
houfes  in  24  Hours  on  pain  of  Death. 

The  fame  Day  the  Marquifs  de  ‘Pdfc,  who 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Contagion  was 
every  day  at  the  Town-Houfe,  and  whole 
Zeal  carried  him  wherever  he  found  the 
moft  Danger  and  Difficulty,  without  the 
lead  Regard  of  his  Life,  was  at  laft  obliged 
to  give  place  to  the  great  Fatigues  he  had 
fo  iong  undergone,  and  fell  fo  ill,  that  he 
could  not  go  out  of  his  Palace.  The  Fear 
of  lofing  a  Governour  and  a  Magiftrate, 
whofe  Name,  Perfon,  and  Merit  were  fo 
much  efteem’d  in  Marfcilles ,  put  every  one 
in  the  greateft  Confternatian. 

The  28th.  The  Plague  every  day  re¬ 
doubled  its  cruel  Ravages,  and  all  the  City 
now  feem’d  no  other  than  a  vaft  Church¬ 
yard  ;  and  nothing  now  was  offer’d  to  your 
light,  but  the  fad  Spectacle  of  dead  Bodies 
piled  one  upon  another  in  Heaps  in  every 
part. 
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In  this  fad  and  deplorable  Eftate,  thou- 
fands  of  things  were  to  be  done,  and  a  thou- 
fand  things  neceflary  to  be  provided,  and 
no  Perfon  to  help  them.  The  People  of 
their  own  Territories  were  deaf  to  every¬ 
thing  that  was  ask’d  them  ;  they  could  by 
no  means  perfuade  them  to  bring  them  any 
more  Straw  to  make  Beds  for  the  Sick  in 
the  Hofpitals,  nor  Hay  for  the  Horfes  that 
drew  the  Carts.  The  Sheriffs  feeing  that 
nothing  was  to  be  done  but  by  Force,  begg’d 
the  fir  ft  Prefident  to  aflift  them  with  fome 
hundreds  of  Regular  Troops. 

Then  they  went  to  the  Officers  of  the 
Galleys,  to  remonftrate  to  them  what  was 
neceffary  to  be  done  for  the  common  Safe¬ 
ty  ;  acquainting  them,  that  moft  of  the 
Galley-Slaves  they  had  already  granted 
them  were  dead,  and  that  the  Number  of 
the  dead  Bodies  was  fo  exceffively  increas’d 
upon  them,  that  it  was  morally  impoffible 
to  remove  them,  without  they  had  the 
Goodnefs  to  allow  them  a  fufficient  Num¬ 
ber  of  Slaves  to  perform  it  at  once. 

Monfieur  the  Commander  Ranee ,  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  commanding  the  Galleys,  was 
fo  fenfibly  touch’d  with  the  deplorable  Con-  , 
dition  that  Marseilles  was  now  in,  to¬ 
gether  with  Mr.  Vancrejfon  Intendant  ; 
and  all  the  other  General  Officers,  which 
compofed  a  truly  Noble  and  Eminent  Body 
were'fo  fenfible  that  all  would  periffi  with¬ 
out  Affiftance,  that  they  upon  all  Occafions 
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fhew’d  their  good  Intentions  for  the  com¬ 
mon  Good;  and  that  not  only  in  affifting 
them  with  their  Slaves,  but  were  ready 
to  facrifice  their  own  Lives.  But  they 
had  not  as  yet  received  any  Order  from  the 
Council  Marine,  which  made  it  the  more 
difficult  to  grant  fo  great  a  Number  of 
Slaves,  as  were  at  this  time  requifite : 
wherefore  they  could  not  let  them  have  a- 
bove  So,  and  that  with  a  Proteftation  it  muft 
be  the  laft  Succours  they  could  grant,  neither 
could  they  anfwer  giving  them  any  more. 

This  Proteftation  gave  the  Sheriffs  a 
great  deal  of  Uneafinefs,  and  obliged  them 
more  than  ever  to  labour,  to  make  the 
Slaves  work  all  that  was  poffible.  Mr .Mon- 
flier  was  not  content  to  have  only  the  tire- 
fome  Fatigue  of  providing  Lodging  and  Sub- 
fiftence  for  them,  and  to  go  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing  to  put  them  to  work  with  the  Turn* 
brels  ;  but  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
greateft  Company  of  them,  and  guided 
them  direftly  to  thofe  places  which  were 
molt  inacceffible,  and  where  there  were  the 
greateft  Heaps  of  dead  putrefied  Bodies, 
and  encouraged  them  to  carry  them  away, 
either  whole  or  by  piece-meal. 

They  wrote  in  the  mean  time  to  the 
Council  Marine,  to  befeech  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  that  he  would  give  them  Orders  to  af- 
fift  them  all  that  was  poffible  ;  and  in  the 
mean  time,  that  as  the  Town  was  in  want 
of  every  thing,  having  no  Flefh-Meat  to 
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make  any  Broth  for  the  Sick,  and  the  Famine 
deftroying  thofe  that  the  Plague  fpared,  he 
would  order  the  neighbouring  Provinces  to 
fend  them  fome  Subfiftence  for  the  poor  People. 

The  29th  of  Juguji  many  Orders  were 
ifTued  our,  requiring, 

(i.)  That  all  the  Scavengers  of  the  Streets 
that  had  deferted  the  Town  fince  the  Conta¬ 
gion,  (out  of  fear  that  they  fhould  be  made 
jBearers  of  the  Dead,  and  by  that  means  the 
Streets  of  the  City  were  for  two  Months  left 
full  of  Dung  and  Ordure,  which  ftagnated,and 
thereby  became  Peftiferous)  fhould  return  im¬ 
mediately  on  pain  of  Death. 

(2.)  That  of  all  the  Houfes  whence  they 
threw  into  the  Streets  the  Coverlids,  Straw- 
Beds,  Blankets,  Wearing  Apparel  and  old 
Rags  which  were  ufed  for  the  Infefted, 
(that  the  Paffages  fhould  not  be  fhut  up)  an 
Order  was  ifTued,  to  oblige  every  one  to  bring 
them  to  the  publick  Places,  and  there  burn 
them  immediately,  on  pain  of  Imprifon- 
ment. 

(3.)  Seeing  the  Corn  which  theVeffels bring 
from  the  Barrier  of  Lejiaque,  could  not  be 
carry’d  to  the  Magazines  for  want  of  Porters ; 
an  Order  was  blued  our,  requiring  all  thofe  in 
the  Territories  belonging  to  the  Place,  to  quit 
their  Dwelling-places,  and  come  into  the  City 
to  their  A (fi dance,  on  pain  of  Death  ;  and 
3000  Livres  Fine  for  any  one  who  fhould 
give  Prot  eft  ion  to  any  of  the  Peafants,  in  or¬ 
der  to  retain  them  from  coming. 
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For  want  of  Affes,  and  their  Drivers,  the 
Bakers  could  not  have  Wood  brought;  to  re¬ 
medy  which  Inconvenience,  an  Order  was 
iflued  out,  that  all  Owners  of  AlTes  fhould  re¬ 
turn  on  pain  of  Death. 

The  fame  Day  the  Board  of  Trade  were  in¬ 
form’d,  that  the  Intendants  of  Health,  and 
theCommiffaries  that  were  eftablifhed  for  the 
different  Quarters,  who  had  deferred,  did  not 
obey  the  Order  of  the  Sheriffs,  nor  ever  came 
back:  An  Arret  was  immediately  iffued  -out* 
that  they  fhould  forthwith  return  to  their  dif¬ 
ferent  Fun£tions,  on  pain  of  Death. 

All  thefe  Arrets  and  Ordinances  were  al¬ 
ways  publifh’d  by  Sound  of  Trumpet,  and 
were  alfo  fix’d  up  in  all  the  Crofs-ways  and 
Publick  Places  of  the  City,  as  well  as  in  all  the 
different  Quarters  of  the  Territory.  But  all 
with  little  or  no  effeCt  :  The  Fear  of  the 
Plague  wasfoftrong  and  terrible,  that  a  Can¬ 
non  itfelf  could  not  fooner  vanquifh  therm  So 
that  it  was  impoffible  for  any  Heart  to  keep  up 
againft  all  the  horrid  and  frightful  Spectacles, 
which  were  continually  prefented  before  their 
Eyes  in  this  unfortunate  City  :  and  the  Fury 
of  this  dreadful  Scourge  feem’d  to  threaten  the 
general  Extirpation  of  all  the  Inhabitants  of 
Marfeillcs ,  and  to  render  its  vaft  Circumfe¬ 
rence  (filPd  with  Putrefaction  and  Venom) 
afterwards  uninhabitable  to  the  reft  of  Man¬ 
kind. 

On  what  fide  foever  you  caft  your  Eyes,  you 
might  fee  all  the  Street  fpread  over  on  both 
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fides- with  dead  Bodies,  which  were  almoft 
putrefy’d,  and  very  horrible  and  frightful  to 
behold. 

As  the  Number  of  the  Slaves  were  very 
infufficient  to  wor,k  daily'  in  the  Houfes,  and 
to  take  care  to  remove  the  dead  Bodies 
from  the  feveral  Quarters  of  the  City,  they 
were,  therefore  obliged  oftentimes  to  ilay7  a 
whole  Week;  and  they  would  have  lfay’d 
longer,  if  the  Stench  had  not  difpers’d  itfelf, 
pnd  thereby  infected  the  Neighbours,  who 
could  not  do  other  wife  for  their  own  Prefer- 
vation,  than  remove  thoie  afar  off,  that  had 
died  of  the  Plague  :  they  therefore  made  this 
Tryal  themfelves,  viz.  to  go  and  take  them 
from  their  Apartments,  and  drag  them  upon 
the'broad  Stones.  They  went  and  took  them 
with  Hooks  fatten’d  at  the  end  of  a  long 
Line,  and  fodragg’d  them  into  the  Streets; 
They  did  this  in  the  Night-time,  to  be  more 
at  liberty  to  remove  them  as  far  as  poflible 
from  their  own  Houfes,  and  left  them  extend¬ 
ed  before  the  Doors  of  others  ;  which  made 
them  tremble,  the  Morning  following  to  fee 
fuch  frightful  Obiefts,  which  were  infeftious, 
and  brought  Horror  and  Death  along  with 
them.  r  .  ' 

You  might  now  fee  all  the  Courfe,  all  the 
Publick  Markets,  all  along -the  Key  of  the 
Port,  cover’d  with  dead  Bodies,  and  which 
were  heap'd  in  Piles  one  upon  another.  T  he 
Place  of  the  Play-houfe,  and  the  Pallifadoes 


&4  Hiftorical  Account 

of  the  Port,  were  not  lefs  fpread  over,  by 
the  continual  Numbers  of  thofe  that  were 
debarqued  from  on  board  the  different  Ships, 
and  other  Veffels,  which  were  fill’d  with 
thofe  frightful  Families,  which  Fear  had 
forced  to  run  to  them  for  Refuge,  out  of  the 
falfe  Notion,  That  the  Plague  would  not 
go  to  them  in  the  middle  of  the  Water. 

Under  every  Tree  of  the  Courfe  and  the 
Publick  Places,  and  under  every  Pent-houfe 
of  every  Shop  of  the  Streets  and  Harbour, 
you  Should  fee,  among  the  dead  Bodies,  a 
prodigious  Number  of  poor  fick  and  dying 
Creatures ;  and  even  whole  Families  mifera* 
bly  extended  upon  a  little  Straw,  or  upon 
bad  and  rotten  Quilts.  Some  were  in  fo 
languishing  a  Condition,  that  they  expe£led 
nothing  but  fpeedy  Death ;  others  had  their 
Spirits  fo  troubled  by  the  burning  Heat  of 
the  Venom,  that  it  confumed  and  devour’d 
them ;  begging  Help  of  all  that  pafs’d  by, 
as  well  by  their  piteous  Complaints,  as  their 
moving  Groans,  which  their  Pains  and  Ago* 
jiies  forc’d  them  to. 

There  was  an  infupportable  Stench  ex* 
haled  from  thefe  miferable  Wretches;  and 
as  if  the  Diftemper  was  not  terrible  and 
cruel  enough,  they  Suffer’d  all  the  Severities 
of  Penury  and  Want,  and  that  from  the  pub* 
lick  Mifery,  which  feem’d  at  prefent  to  go 
hand  in  hand  with  the  Plague, 
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to  make  them  perifli  all  at  once,  abundance  of 
thefe  unhappy  People  that  were  dead,  perifh’d 
miferably  in  the  Bags  they  had  to  cover  themj 
and  every  Moment  increafing  the  Number  of 
the  Dead,  which  furrounded  them  now  on  all 
fides.  It  would  make  ones  Heart  ready  to  * 
break,  to  fee  fo  many  poor  and  unhappy  Mo¬ 
thers,  which  had  the  dead  Bodies  of  their  In¬ 
fants  lying  by  their  fides ;  and  that  they  fliould 
fee  their  poor  Babes  die  before  their  Eyes,  and 
have  nothing  in  the  World  to  help  them  :  And 
alfo  fo  many  poor  little  Infants  fucking  the' 
Breafts  of  their  dead  Mothers,  being  lock’d  with¬ 
in  their  Arms,  and  thereby  taking  in  the  Venonl 
from  thofe  infefted  Bodies,  which  in  a  little 
time  occafion’d  them  to  fuffer  the  fame  fad  Ca- 
taftrophe  with  their  deceafed  Parents.  If  therd 
was  any  Vacancy  left  in  the  publick  Places,  or 
in  the  Streets,  they  were  immediately  fill’d 
with  peftiferous  Cloaths  and  Houfhold  Goods* 
which  were  continually  callout  of  all  the  Win¬ 
dows  of  the  Houfes,  by  which  means  there 
was  not  the  leaf:  Vacancy  left,  that  you  might 
pafs  along. 

All  the  Dogs  and  Cats  which  were  kilFd* 
were  as  an  Addition  mingled  every  where 
with  the  dead  Bodies,  with  the  Sick,  and  the 
infedted  Cloaths,  and  all  the  Carcafies  Were 
fo  prodigioufly  fwell’d  from  their  Putrefadli- 
on,  that  they  were  difmal  to  behold.  Thd 
Harbour  was  full  of  dead  Bodies  of  thofe  that 
died  thereabouts ,  and  caft  in  there,  which 
fwi mining  upon  the  Water,  rather  promo- 

I  ’  '  ted 
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ted  a  general  lnfe&ion  by  joyning  its  horrid 
Stench  with  that  already  in  the  City,  feizing 
the  Hearts,  Spirits  and  Senfes  of  every  one. 

If  you  met  any  one  in  the  Streets,  they  look¬ 
ed  as  if  they  were  half  dead,  and  their  Souls 
had  abandon’d  a  great  part  of  their  Bodies ;  or 
astho’the  Diftemper  had  made  them  light-head¬ 
ed,  and  were  wandering  about  without  know¬ 
ing  how  to  fupport  themfelves,  fo  that  in  a  lit¬ 
tle  time  being  overcome  with  Weaknefs,  they 
fell  down,  and  could  never  rife  again,  expiring 
immediately  where  they  fell ;  or  they  re¬ 
main’d  in  fuch  ftrange  dihorted  Pollutes,  which 
the  violence  of  the  Melancholy  that  feiz’d 
the  Heart  had  caus’d ,  and  agitated  feveral 
with  fuch  violent  Tranfports,  that  they  cut 
their  own  Throats,  or  threw  themfelves  out  of 
the  Windows  of  their  Houfes,  or  into  the  Sea, 
to  put  an  End  to  the  Pains  and  Ills  they  fuf- 
fer’d  ,  thereby  preventing  the  Death  they 
would  not  otherways  have  ffaid  long  for. 

Nothing  was  to  be  heard  on  all  hides,  but 
Cries  and  Tears,  Meanings  and  Sighs,  and 
Groans ,  Defolation  ,  terrible  Confternation, 
and  even  Defpair.  To  have  a  true  Notion  of 
fuch  Horrors,  you  ought  to  imagine  all  the 
Ills,  and  Miferies  that  human  Life  can  be  ex¬ 
pos’d  to,  as  Frights,  and  the  moft  terrible  In¬ 
quietudes,  and  never  to  be  freed  from,  but  by 
Death  it  feif. 

The  30th  of  Auguft,  the  Heaps  of  dead  Bo¬ 
dies  which  were  all  over  the  Town,  were  again 
increas’d  to  a  prodigious  Bulk,  by  reafori  of  the 

frelh 
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frefli  Addition  continually;  for  in  one  Night’s 
time  they  added  above  a  Thoufand  to  the 
Heaps :  And  then  in  the  mean  time  what  was 
to  be  done  without  Galley  Slaves,  who  were 
all  either  dead,  or  dying,  and  could  not  ask 
for  any  more,  by  reafon  of  the  Pioieffation  the 
Officers  of  the  Galleys  had  made  before,  that 

they  would  give  them  no  more. 

What  was  to  be  done  in  this  defoiate  Situa¬ 
tion  !  The  Sheriffs  had  their  ordinary  Recourfe 
to  Mr.  the  firft  Prefident ,  begging  of  him 
to  difpatch  a  Courier  immediately  to  Court, 
to  obtain  the  Favour  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  that 
he  would  fend  Orders,  that  they  might  have 
every  thing  given  them  that  they  mould  have 
occafion  for ;  they  likewife  beg  d  that  he  would 
fend  Orders  at  the  fame  time  to  Monfieur  Com - 
mandeur  d' Ranee-,  and  to  Mr.  V ancroffon ,  to  let 
them  have  at  lead  ioo  more  Slaves. 

The  31ft  of  Augufty  it  was  impoffible  for 
the  Hofpitals  to  be  big  enough  to  receive  the 
vaft  Quantity  of  Sick  which  came  to  them  in 
Throngs :  So  foon  as  any  Perfons  were  perceived 
to  be  infefied  in  any  Houfe,  they  immediately 
became  the  Obje&  of  Horror,  and  the  moft 
frightful  Spectacle  even  to  their  neareft  Rela¬ 
tions.  Nature  now  had  forgot  all  its  ordinary 
Obligations;  the  Ties  of  Flefli  and  Blood  were 
much  weaker  than  the  Fear  of  certain  Death, 
and  fliamefully  gave  way,  and  that  without  the 
leaft  Refiftance.  The  Diftemper  which  had  at¬ 
tack’d  the  Deferted,  began  now  to  threaten  the 

Deferters  themielves,  for  the  Contagion  followed 

I  z  them. 
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them, and  communicated  it  felf  with  an  extreme 

i  recipitation,  fo  that  the  Danger  was  almoft 
equal  in  that  Perfon  that  fufifer’d,  as  in  thofe 
that  it  were  approaching  to,  and  who  had  no 
pther  Comfort  or  Support,  but  that  they  fliould 
follow  them  in  a  few  Days ;  they  immediately 
took  this  barbarous  Refolution,  either  to  throw 
thele  poor  Wretches  out  of  their  Houfe,  or  to  fly 

ii  om  them,  and  to  deiert  themfelves,  and  there- 
t>y  abandon  them,  without  any  to  help  or  ailift 
them,  delivered  up  to  Hunger,  and  Tiiirft,  and 
all  that  could  render  Death  the  moft  hard  and 
cruel.  The  Women  practis’d  this  to  their  Hus- 
banus,  and  t ne  Husbands  in  like  manner  to 
their  Wives:  Children  alfo  to  their  Parents, 
and  Parents  return’d  the  fame  to  their  Chil¬ 
dren.  Vain  Precaution!  that  the  Love  of 
Life  and  the  Horror  or  Death  had  infpir’d  them 
with;  when  they  had  already  receiv’d  the 
Infedion,  the  fubtil  Impreffions  of  this  fa¬ 
tal  \  enom ,  which  they  would  endeavour  to 
fecure  themfelves  from.  They  in  a  little  time 
perceiv’d  its  Ardour  and  Force,  a  fudden  Death 
was  the  Punilhment  of  their  cruel  Bafenefs  and 
Cowardice:  there  was  then  the  fame  Hard- 
heartednefs  iliownto  them,  and  they  were  like- 
wife  forc’d  in  their  turns  into  the  Streets,  or  left 
alone  in  their  Houfes  to  perilh,without  any  Soul 
to  affift  them. 

This  was  the  Reafon  that  you  might  Tee  fuch 
ap  infinite  In  umber  of  Sick,  of  all  Ages  and 
Sexes,  of  all  Eftates  and  Conditions  *  which 
W?rc  ^oun^  and  extended  in  the  Streets, 

and 
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and  other  publick  Places.  If  every  one  was 
not  finally  forced  out  of  their  Houfes  by  their 
Kindred,  and  Relations,  and  Friends;  they  them- 
felves  prevented  that  Cruelty,  by  not  flaying 
to  be  abandon’d,  and  expofed  to  all  manner  of 
Want  in  their  Flight. 

Therefore  they  went  and  prefented  thent- 
felves  to  the  Hofpitals,  where  they  could  by 
no  Means  receive  them,  nor  could  come  near 
them  by  a  great  way,  by  reafon  of  the  vaft. 
Number  that  were  there  before,  and  who  had 
already  found  them  intirely  full,  they  laid 
themfelves  upon  the  Pavements,  and  poflefs’d  all 
the  Avenues ;  they  were  therefore  obliged  to 
find  a  Place  farther  off  amongft  the  dead  putri- 
fied  Bodies,  where  the  Sight  and  Stench  wa s 
enough  to  kill  ’em,  and  which  indeed  was  the 
only  End  of  this  Contagion.  At  Extremities 
fo  moving  as  thefe,  the  Sheriffs  ufed  double 
Diligence  in  the  building  the  new  Hofpitals  , 
which  was  to  be  made  in  the  Alleys,  where 
they  us’d  to  play  at  Mall ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  they  fitted  up  large  Tents,  upon  the  Ex- 
planade  out  of  the  Town,  which  lies  between 
the  Beggars-gate,  and  the  Capuchin  Monafte- 
ry. 

Under  thefe  Tents  they  put  as  many  Straw- 
Beds  as  poflibly  could  remain  there ;  and  they 
were  no  fooner  fitted  up,  and  the  Beds  put  in 
their  Places,  but  they  were  fo  full  of  poor  infec¬ 
ted  Wretches,  that  they  were  obliged  to  put  fe- 
veral  into  one  Bed  :  There  was  wanting  a  great 
Number  to  fupply  all ;  and  they  lay  under  the 

4  ‘  '  Misfor- 
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Misfortune  of  wanting  every  thing  necefTary 
for  the  fame,  having  neither  Cloth  nor  Straw 
to  make  them  withal. 

The  i ft  of  September ,  the  firft  Prefident  had 
the  Goodnefs  to  write  to  Monfieur  Commandeuv 
Ranee ,  and  Monfieur  de  VancroJJon ,  that  they 
would  be  pleas’d  to  grant  once  more  a  hundred 
Galley  Slaves  to  Meffieurs  the  Sheriffs ;  they 
immediately  granted  the  fame,  and  fent  them 
to  them,  and  they  never  were  more  wanted 
than  at  this  Time. 

For  Monfieur  Mouftier  being  mov’d  by  the 
Extremity  he  found  all  things  drove  to,  im¬ 
mediately  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  thefe 
new  Galley-Slaves,  with  eleven  Carts,  and 
made  them  carry  away  more  than  1200  Bodies 
every  Day. 

Th efecond,  that  they  might  work  with  lefs 
Difficulty ;  and  as  the  Bodies  that  were  (hut 
up  in  the  Houfes,  made  the  Galley  Slaves  lofe 
a  great  deal  of  Time  to  go  and  take  them  a- 
way,  becaufe  they  found  mod  of  them  putri- 
fied  to  that  degree,  by  the  long  time  that  they 
had  remained  there,  that  they  could  not  draw 
them  away  but  by  Pieces :  And  moreover  to 
hinder  the  Pillages  that  the  Galley  Slaves  made 
in  the  Houfes ;  where  there  was  no  body,  they 
pillag’d  every  thing  they  could  find  :  An  Order 
was  lffued,  requiring  that  as  foon  as  any  one 
was  dead  in  a  Houfe,  thole  that  belong’d  to 
the  fame,  fliould  immediately  caufe  the  Body 
to  be  brought  down  into  the  Street,  ufing  all 

the 
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the  Precautions  that  were  requifite  and  necef- 

The  fame  Day  came  out  an  Arret  From  the 
Council  or  Board  of  Trade,  being  an  Injunc¬ 
tion  to  all  the  Re&urers  of  the  Hotel  de  Dieu, 
that  of  Charity,  of  the  abandon  d  Infants,  of 
the  Houles  of  Penitents  and  Sandtuary,  to  all 
the  Chaplains  of  the  City,  to  the  Phyficians  of 
the  Hofpitals,  and  all  manner  of  Intendants,  and 
!  municipal  Officers,  to  return  immediately  to 
their  Duty  at  Marseilles ,  otherwife  they  fhould 
:  be  declared  incapable  for  the  future  of  any 
publick  Charge,  and  condemned  to  1000  Li- 

vres  Fine.  , 

The  3 d  of  Septe?nber  the  Sheriffs  found  the 

;  Town-houfe  almoft  empty;  none  remaining  there 
;  but  the  Sieur  Caput,  chief  Keeper  of  the  Re- 
:  cords,  and  Monfieur  hiseldeft  Son,  whofe  Merits 
j  and  Virtues  ought  not  to  be  forgot,  and  who 
I  fmce  the  Beginning  of  the  Contagion  affifted  to 
;  00  through  the  vaft  Increafeof  Bufinefs  which  he 
had  in  his  fe  vera-1  Offices,  the  Sieur  Boris  Ca- 
filler,  and  him,  without  having  either  Guards* 

I  or  Domefticks,  or  any  one  Perfon  of  Command 
i  or  Authority  :  It  could  not  well  be  judg’d  what 
;  furious  Ravages  the  Plague  had  already  made 
:  in  this  great  City,  among  thofe  which  belong’d 
I  to  this  Houfe,  for  there  were  above  five  Hun- 
j  dred  People  perifli’d ,  viz.  Thirty  of  the  Ban- 
I  dalier  Guards,  all  the  Guards  of  the  Civil  Go¬ 
vernment,  all  the  Captains  of  the  City  except 
one,  all  the  Lieutenants  except  two,  almoft 
all  the  Captain  Liuetenants,  and  Guards  of  the 

Privilege:  % 
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Privilege  du  Vin ,  being  five  Brigades,  ail  the 
Serjeants  of  the  Watch  or  Patron],  350  Men  of 

the  Company  of  Guards;  and  all  the  Valets  of 
the  City  that  belong  d  to  the  Magiffrates,  whom 

now  you  might  fee  left  defolate,  without  any 
to  aliiif  them.  .  G 

Men  were  no  more  now  than  walking  Ghofrs,  •• 
thofe  that  you  law  well  one  Day,  the  next 
you  might  fee  carrying  away  dead  in  Carts;' 
and  that  which  was  flail  more  flrange,  thofe 
that  fliut  themfelves  up  in  their  Houles,  and 
took  the  mod  Care  to  preferve  themfelves,  the 
Injection  flipt  in  and  attack’d  thofe,  when  no 
Body  could  tell  how. 

'The  qth.  Nothing  was  more  deplorable  than 
to  fee  the  infinite  Number  of  lick  and  dying 
Creatures ,  which  the  City  was  now  found 
to  be  full  off;  deprived  both  of  fpiritual  and 
tempoial  Help,  and  reduc  d  to  fo  fad  and  deplo¬ 
rable  a  State,  that  mod  of  them  died  without 
Confeffion. 

There  was  not  wanting  in  this  City,  in  truth, 
of  Minifters  of  the  Lord,  as  well  lecular  as 
regular,  which  had  devoted  themfelves  a  Sa¬ 
crifice  for  the  Health  of  the  Souls  of  thefe  poor 
Creatures ,  by  continually  aflifting  and  con- 
feffing  them  ;  neither  was  there  wanting  of  ho¬ 
ly  Heroes,  for  by  that  Name  my  Author  fays 
-he  may  call  all  the  Capuchins  and  Jcfuites  ; 

1  hole  of  the  two  Houfes  of  St.  James  and  the 
Holy  Crofs,  and  the  fame  of  all  the  Obferva- 
tins;  all  the  Francifcan  Friers,  and  feme  o- 
thers,  who  with  a  Courage  more  than  Hero- 
C  -  ick, 
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icjk,  together  with  fuch  indefatigable  Zeal,  Ar¬ 
dour,  and  Chriftian  Charity  run  to  all  Places, 
and  made  the  greateft  Haft  to  thofe  Houles  that 
were  moft  abandon’d  and  deftitute  of  Help, 
that  were  the  moft  Infeded ;  and  into  thofe 
Streets  and  pubiick  Places  where  they  were 
the  moft  throng’d  with  putrefied  Bodies ;  and 
into  thofe  Hofpitals  where  the  Plague  was  the 
hotteft,  and  confeft  the  Sick,  and  attended 
them  to  their  laft  Gafp,  and  received  their  con¬ 
tagious  and  poifonous  Breathings  ;  the  fame  as 
if  it  had  been  the  Scent  of  a  Rofe. 

But  thefe  holy  Labourers,  whom  (my  Au¬ 
thor  fays )  ought  to  be  regarded  as  true  Mar¬ 
tyrs  ( fince  thofe  were  honour’d  with  the  Ti¬ 
tle  of  Martyrs,  that  dy’d  in  Alexandria ,  under 
the  Epifcopacy  of  St.  Dennis ,  who  had  the  Cha- 
i  rity  to  aflift  the  Infeded)  Death  had  now  carri- 
|  ed  moft  of  them  off, and  at  a  time  when  the  Mor- 
:  tality  Was  fo  great,  that  their  Affiftance  would 
have  been  the  moft  neceffary :  42  Capuchins 
had‘already  perifh’d,  21  Jeluites,  32  Obferva- 
tins,  and  29  Francifcans,  and  more  than  10  bare¬ 
footed  Carmelites,  22  reform'd  Augiiftins,  and 
every  one  of  the  great  Carmelites,  and  the 
great  Trinitarians,  and  the  reform’d  Trinitari¬ 
ans,  the  Religious  of  Loretto ,  of  Mcrey^  the 
Dominicans,  and  the  great  Auguftins,  who  had 
remain’d  in  their  Convent ;  befide  a  vaft  Num¬ 
ber  of  feciftaf  Prlefts,  and  the  greateft  part  of 
I  the  Vicars  of  the  Chapters  and  Pariihes. 

In  this  great  Extremity  the  Biftlop  calfd  up¬ 
on  thofe,  who  by  their  particular  Charader  and 

K  '  Titli 
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Title  of  their  Benefice  ,  were  under  an  indi- 
fpenfable  Obligation,  to  confefs  and  adminifter 
the  holy  Remedies  to  the  dying  j  but  who, 
being  {truck  with  a  Ihameful  Terror,  bafe- 
ly  took  care  of  their  own  Health  by  their 
Flight,  without  the  leaf!  Regard  or  Concern 
for  any  other.  Their  proper  Duty  was  not 
capable  to  raife  the  ieaft  Spark  of  Charity  in 
their  Hearts,  and  when  they  ought  to  be  moft 
ftudent  in  the  fame.  The  pious  Example  of 
the  Holy  Bifhop  ought  continually  to  have  ex¬ 
cited  them. 

In  Vain  was  he  defired  and  prefled  to  go  out 
of  the  Town  from  the  Beginning  of  the  Plague, 
in  order  to  take  Care  to  preferve  the  reft  of  his 
Diocefs:  But  he  defpifed  all  thefe  Counfels, 
and  regarded  nothing  but  thofe  things  which 
infpir’d  him  with  Love  for  the  Flock  which 
the  Sovereign  Paftor  had  given  to  his  Care  and 
Charge.  He  remain’d  with  an  unihaken  Firm- 
nefs  and  Refoiution,  to  dedicate  his  Life  to 
the  Service  of  his  Sheep,  till  it  fnould  pleale 
God  to  take  him  to  himfelf. 

He  did  not  confine  himfelf  by  remaining  pro- 
ftrate  at  the  Foot  of  the  Altar,  and  by  lifting 
up  his  Hands  to  Heaven,  to  fuppiicate  Favour 
of  Almighty  God  to  appeafe  his  Wrath  :  But 
his  Charity  was  active,  he  was  every  Day  in 
the  Streets  in  all  the  Quarters  of  the  Town, 
and  went  into  all  Parts  to  vifit  the  Sick,  in  the 
higheft  and  moft  melancholy  and  difmal  A- 
partments  of  the  Houles,  and  in  the  Streets 
which  were  fpread  over  with  dead  Bodies,  and 

in 


of  the  Plague  at  Marfeilles.  75 

in  all,  the  publick  Places,  and  in  the,  Harbour, 
and  the  Courfe, 

The  moft  hideous,  the  mod  abandon’d,  and 
the  moft  miferable  were  thofe  that  he  vifited 
with  the  moft  Ardency ;  and  without  fearing 
thofe  Mortal  Blafts ,  which  conveyed  Poifon 
into  the  very  Heart. 

He  went  to  them,  confeffed  them,  exhorted 
them  to  Patience,  and  difpofed  them  for  Death, 
filling  their  Souls  with  heavenly  Confolations, 
by  reprefenting  to  them  the  Happinefs  of  Af¬ 
fliction  and  Poverty  in  this  Life,  and  left  to  all 
his  abundant  Fruits  of  Generofity  and  Chari¬ 
ty,  by  difperfing  Money  every  where  :  But  a- 
bove  all,  in  fee  ret,  on  thofe  Families  that  were 
defperate,  and  in  Defpair  ;  which  his  holy  Cu- 
tiofity  led  him  to  find  out.  In  order  to  relieve 
them,  above  25,000  Crowns  had  already  pafs’d 
through  his  Hands ;  and  he  yet  defired  to  pawn 
every  thing  to  enable  him  to  diftribute  more. 

Death  refpedfed  this  holy*  Charles  Boromee^  air 
tho’  file  always  encompafs’d  him  about,  and  mo¬ 
ved  almoft  under  his  Feet.  ThePlague  had  gain’d 
his  Palace,  and  tqegreateft  Part  of  his  Chaplains 
and  Domeflicks  were  Imitten :  He  wis  then  o- 
blig’d  to  make  his  Retreat  to  the  Hotel  of  the 
firft  Preiident  of  Marfeilles.  The  Plague  ftill 
follow’d  him,  and  attack’d  not  only  the  reft  of 
his  Domefticks,  but  two  other  Perfons,  who 
for  their  diftinguifhing  Merit  were  very  valu¬ 
able  to  him  $  and  who  were  his  greateft  Aids 

*  Charles  Boromee  was  formerly  Brfhop  of  Milan,  in  the  ‘Time 
of  the  Blague  in  that  City ,  and  behav'd  him f elf  with  that  Piety 
and  Charity 3  that  he  was  afterwards  canonizd  a  Saint  for  the  fame* 
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in  his  holy  Labours  :  The  one  was  Pere  de  la 
Fore ,  a  Jefuir,  and  the  other  Sieur  Bourgezel , 
one  of  the  Canons  of  the  great  Church.  If 
he  had  the  Comfort  to  fee  the  firft  recover,  he 
had  the  Grief  to  fee  the  other  expire  :  Yet  for 
all  that  he  was  not  in  the  leaft  daunted,  nor 
hindred  him  the  leaft  Moment  from  his  Fun¬ 
ctions  of  fervent  Charity,  but  daily  run  every 
where  to  vifit  the  Infe&ed. 

.  But  the  Plague  gathered  in  its  Harveft  too 
rapidly,  for  the  poor  Remnants  of  Confeflors, 
that  were  then  remaining,  to  provide,  and  be 
iufficient  for  all.  There  wanted  a  great  Num¬ 
ber  of  Labourers  ;  therefore  the  Biihop  ordered 
the  Canons  of  the  Collegiate  of  St  Martins,  and 
Tome  others  of  that  of  the  Accoues,  whofe  Be- 
nefices  were  very  curious  and  fine,  and  who 
were  now  fled,  to  he  fummon’d  to  return  and 
‘tcnfefs  every  one  in  ail  the  Diftricts  of  their 
feverai  Parilhes. 

The  Sheriffs  finding  the  Curates  deaf  to  the 
Voice  of  their  Biihop,  and  inienfible  of  the 
lofs  of  the  Souls  of  their  poor  Parilhioners,  re- 
quefted  the  Biihop,  that  he  would  order  an  In¬ 
junction  to  be  given  out,  in  order  to  make  them 
come  immediately  to  their  Duty,-  otherwife 
their  Benefices  fhould  be  declared  vacant,  and 
other  proper  and  capable  Perfons  Ihould  be  no¬ 
minated  to  fill  their  Places. 

The  5 th  of  September ,  the  Filhermen,  who 
likgwife  might  be  of  feme  Uie,  began  to  defert, 
and  three  of  them  had  taken  their  Flight,* 
an  Older  was  therefore  iffued  out  to  oblige  and 
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require  them  to  return  on  the  Penalty  of  3000 
Livres  Fine,  and  to  be  declar’d  for  ever  after 
incapable  of  their  Offices. 

That  Day  the  Sheriffs  were  in  the  greateft 
Confternation,  on  the  vaft  Excefs  of  the  Mor¬ 
tality,  and  horrible  State  they  found  the  Town 
in,  longing  for  an  Anlwer  to  the  Dilpatches 
I  they  had  fent  to  Court,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
Succours  which  they  fo  much  flood  in  need  of. 

They  wrote  to  the  Marlhal  Villars^  and  beg’d 
earneftly  of  him,  that  he  would  fupport  them. 
This  Illuftrious  Governour ,  who,  among  all 
the  Towns  of  his  Government  in  Provence ,  had 
always  honoured  Marfeilles  with  a  particular 
!  Affe&ion,  was  fo  concern’d,  when  he  under- 
ftood  the  extream  Defoliation  they  were  drove 
to,  that  he  declar’d,  that  he  was  himfelf  re- 
folv’d  to  come  to  their  Affiftance,  if  his  Royal 
:  Highnefs  would  give  him  leave. 

The  6th  the  Sheriffs  found  themfelves  now 
1  reduc’d  to  the  moft  dreadful  Extremities  of  all  ; 
the  laft  Slaves  which  the  Officers  of  the  Galleys 
had  given  them,  at  the  Defire  of  the  Firft  Pre- 
fident,  were  already  dead,  or  infe&ed  with  the 
Plague ;  and  for  all  the  great  Efforts  that  Mr. 

!  M outier  had  made  all  the  preceding  Days,  in 
!  order  to  remove  all  the  dead  Bodies,  but  it 
I  was  impoffibie ;  for  there  remain’d  as  yet  in 
the  Streets  and  Pavements  more  than  2000, 
without  counting  thofe  which  were  every  where 
in  the  Houfes :  they  therefore  plainly  perceiv’d, 
that  if  they  remain’d  there  without  a  new  Re¬ 
inforcement  of  Galley  Slaves,  and  which  the 
•  '  Officers 
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Officers  Ox  the  Galleys  would  not  grant  on  their 
Parts,  though  at  the  fame  time  the  Mortality 
continued  to  go  on,  fo  that  in  eight  Daysorlefs, 
there  would  be  more  than  15000  dead  Bodies 
on  the  Pavementsand  Streets  all  putrefied,  for 
which  reafon  ail  was  done  that  they  could,  but 
yet  feveralwere  conftrain’d  to  go  out  of  theCity, 
not  being  able  to  bear  continually  the  horrid 
Stench  and  Venom  that  proceeded  from  thofe 
putrefy ’d  Bodies.  Upon  this,  the  Magiftrates  and 
the  few  Citizens  that  were  as  yet  to  be  found, 
afiembled  in  the  Town  Houfe,  among  whom 
were  the  Intendants  of  Health,  who  had  never 
givenEale  to  theSoles  of  their  Feet  ;with  theSieur 
tiofe  theElder,  and  theSieur  Roland.  When  divers 
Expedients  were  propos’d,  one  advis’d,  that  in 
order  to  free  the  Town  of  the  dead  Bodies  that 
they  now  had,  and  likewile  thole  that  fhould 
continually  be  thrown  into  the  Streets ,  that  a 
great  deep  Ditch  be  open’d  all  along  every 
Street,  in  order  to  throw  all  the  dead  Bodies 
into  them,  but  there  were  two  things  that  hin¬ 
der’d  it ;  the  one  was,  that  they  could  not  open 
thofe  Ditches  in  the  Streets,  without  cutting 
at  the  lame  time  all  the  Pipes  which  fupply’d 
the  Fountains,  which  pafs’d  by  there  ;  and  ano¬ 
ther  was, that  there  was  occafion  fori  0000  Men  to 
open  fo  many  Ditches  fo  fuddenly  in  fo  large  a 
City,  when  there  was  not  fcarcely  any  left  that 
were  able  to  do  anything;  befides  nobody  would 
make  Ditches  in  the  Streets,  which  were  now 
pav’d  with  dead  Bodies,  fearing  to  be  infected 
if  they  did  but  touch  them  j  others  were  for 
'  leaving 
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leaving  the  dead  Bodies  where  they  were,  in 
:the  Streets  and  publick  Places,  and  in  the 
Houfes,  and  that  they  Ihould  be  all  cover’d 
with  quick  Lime ,  and  there  left  to  be  con- 
i  fum’d,  and  that  all  along  every  Street  fuch  a 
Quantity  of  Lime  ihould  be  brought  as  ihould 
be  fufficient  to  confume  all  every  where 
as  they  went ;  but  there  were  a  great  ma¬ 
ny  Difficulties  which  obftrudted  this  alfo :  For 
where  Ihould  fuch  a  Quantity  of  Lime  be  pro¬ 
cur’d  as  would  be  fufficient  to  confume  fuch  a 
vaft  Quantity  of  dead  Bodies  ?  or  where  Ihould 
i  they  find  People  in  a  Condition  to  bring  it  in  the 
!  Carts,  and  who  could  ftand  the  horrible  Infec- 
;  tion  that  would  then  be  exhal’d  in  the  City 
:  from  the  putrefy ’d  Bodies  which  they  were 
I  confirming  ?  That  which  feem’d  the  moft  fea- 
I  fible  to  the  Sheriffs,  was  not  to  refolve  upon 
i  any  thing ,  but  to  pray  all  the  Citizens  then 
i  prefent  would  accompany  them  in  a  Body  in 
their  Hoods  to  the  Hotel  of  Mr.  the  Comman- 
1  deur  Ranee,  and  make  the  moft  prefling  Inftan- 
i  ces,  that  he  would  grant  them  all  the  Support 
that  was  poffible  in  that  which  they  were  in  the 
greateft  Want  of  for  the  Safety  of  the  City. 

Mr.  the  Comnandeur  Ranee  immediately 
;  call’d  to  him  Mr.  Vancroffon ,  the  Intendant  of 
I  the  Galleys,  and  all  the  chief  general  Officers 
I  of  the  Galleys ;  they  were  all  truly  fo  fenfibly 
!  concern’d  at  the  Zeal  of  the  Magiftrates,  and 
:  the  heavy  and  difmal  Condition  they  lay  under, 
(which  obliged  them  to  demand  thefe  Succours 
from  the  great  Extremity  of  the  City,  that 
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they  granted  s  11  that  they  demanded  upon  thefe 
Condition  ,  that  it  fhould  be  publickly  enter’d 
down  in  Writing  in  the  Regifters  of  the  Town 
Houle.  The  Copy  of  which  is  as  follows. 

HE  Bay  that  Ms  flews  the  Sheriffs,  Pro- 
tetters  of  the  Liberties ,  Privileges  and 
Immunities  of  this  City  of  Marfeilles,  the  King's 
Coun fellers ,  Lieutenant  General  of  the  Police , 
were  affembled  in  the  Town  Ho ujh,  with  feme 
Municipal  Officers,  the  Recorder  of  the  City,  the 
Kings  Attorney-General  for  the  Civil  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  other  Citizens  of  Note,  having  confider- 
ed,  that  although  the  Officers  of  the  Galleys  had  the 
Goodnefs  at  deferent  times  to  grant  them  the  Af- 
fiflance  of  250  Galley  Slaves  to  carry  off  the  dead 
Bodies,  jince  the  Town  was  afflicted  with  the  Con¬ 
tagion,  and  had  been  of  extream  Service  till  now, 
it  was  therefore  infufficient  for  the  Quantity  of 
2000  dead  Bodies  that  remain  d  in  the  Streets  for 
many  Days  paft  ,*  and  which  caus'd  a  general  In- 
fettion  ,  it  was  therefore  agreed  for  the  Health 
and  Safety  of  the  City  to  demand  o  f  thefe  Gentle¬ 
men  the  greatefl  AJfiftance  they  could.  And  im¬ 
mediately  thereupon  MeJJieurs  the  Sheriffs  went  out 
in  their  Hoods,  accompanied  by  all  the  fore j did  Mu¬ 
nicipal  Officers  and  Citizens  of  Note,  and  were 
in  a  Body  at  the  Hotel  of  Mr.  Chevalier  de  Ranee, 
Lieutenant  General  Commander  of  the  Galleys  of 
His  Majefiy ,  and  there  reprefented  to  him,  that 
the  City  had  already  been  obliged  to  him  for  the  for¬ 
mer  good  Offices  he  had  render'd  them  in  their  Ca¬ 
lamity,  but  that  jet  it  would  be  impojjibte  to  fave 
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the  City ,  unlefs  he  would  grant  them  a  further 
Supply  of  ioo  Galley  Slaves  ,  and  four  Boat  [wains 
to  command,  them,  ( all  the  reft  that  were  given 
before  were  either  dead  or  dying )  and  that  ihefe 
Jhould  perform  their  Work  in  conveying  away  the 
i  dead  Bodies  with  all  the  Order  and  Expedition 
;  imaginable :  The  Sheriff's  would  expofe  themf elves 
1  on  HcrJ  e-back  in  their  Hoods  at  the  Head  of  the 
,  Tumbrels ,  and  go  with  them  all  over  the  City. 

}  And  for affwch  as  their  Authority  ought  to  be  f up - 
|  ported  by  a  jiifftcient  Force ,  confidering  the  vafl 
i  Multitude  and  7  hong  of  People  that  were  now 
remaining  in  the  City ,  in  order  to  hinder  any  Tu¬ 
mult  or  D  if  order :  They  therefore  made  pr effing  In¬ 
flates  that  he  woidd  grant  them  at  leafl  40  good 
Galley  Soldiers  to  be  under  their  Command ,  and 
likewifle  to  attend  and  hinder  any  of  the  Galley 
Slaves  from  making  their  Efcape ,  and  who  were 
a  People  that  would  be  commanded  by  none  but 
them ;  that  they  Jhould  be  divided  into  four  Efco- 
vades  or  Parties \  and  each  of  them  to  be  under 
the  Command  of  a  Sheriff. \  and  that  one  of  thefe 
Parties  JJmdd  always  remain  at  the  Tozmi-Houfe, 
in  order  for  the  Difpatch  of  all  Occurrences  that 
might  happen  in  that  Place,  and  Jlmild  be  com¬ 
manded  by  the  Chevalier  Rofe,  and  in  Default 
of  thefe  Gentlemen ,  other  Per  font  of  the  greatefl 
Worth  and  V alue  Jhould  be  appointed  as  Commifl- 
fioners  to  command  in  their  room .  Upon  whichMon -» 
fleur  Chevalier  de  Ranee,  M onfieur  the  Inieh - 
dang  and  the  reft  of  the  General  Officers  of  the 
Galleys  affembled  together  j  and  being  made  fen- 
flble  of  the  fad  and  deplorable  Condition  of  this 

L  great 
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great  and  important  City,  they  were  therefore  very 
willing  to  provide  all  that  was  neceffary  for  their 
Frefervation,  and  immediately  granted  to  the  She¬ 
riff's,  and  the  reft  of  the  Community  ioo  more 
Slaves,  40  Soldiers,  four  Corporal',  and  four  Boat¬ 
swains  ;  and  it  was  judg'd  the  moft  expedient  to 
take  thofe  that  offer'd  themfelves  voluntarily,  there¬ 
by  to  devote  them  more  intirely  to  their  Service  in 
fo  perilous  an  Undertaking  as  they  were  now  to  be 
engag'd  in :  Therefore  they  promis'd  the  following 
Rewards,  viz.  that  over  and  abov,e  the  Subfift- 
ance  the  Corporation  would  allow  them,  there 
Jhould  moreover  be  given  to  every  Boatfwain  of 
the  Galleys  10  Livres  per  diem,  to  every  Soldier 
50  Sous-,  and  after  it  has  pleas'd  God  to  deliver 
the  City  from  the  Blague ,  100  Livres  of  Gratifi¬ 
cation  jhiuld  be  paid  to  each  Perfon  then  living, 
and  to  every  Corporal  100  Srns  per  diem  ;  and 
moreover  an  annual  Penfion  during  Life  of  1 00 
JJvres  to  every  one  that  Surviv'd,  believing  that 
they  could  not  gratify  them  enough  for  fo  important 
and  dangerom  a  Service,  which  the  whole  Affem- 
bly  manimoufly  agreed  to  during  this  prfffmg  time 
of  Need.  Given  at  Marfeilles  the  6th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  ^720.  Sign'd  Eftelle,  Audi  mar,  Mou- 
tier,  Dieude,  Sheriff's  j  Piccbatty  de  Craifiainte, 
Recorder,  and  the  Kings  Attorney  General,  and 
Capus  Keeper  of  the  Records. 

The  7th  of  September,  the  Magiftrates,  who 
coniider’d  that  the  Plague  was  the  Scourge  of 
God’s  Wrath  and  divine  Difpleafure,  and  that 

all  the  Help  of  Men,  and  all  the  Endeavours 
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and  Efforts  that  were,  or  could  be  made  ufe 
of,  were  vain  and  inelfe&ual,  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  Almighty,  that  he  would  in  his 
infinite  Goodnefs  and  Mercy  forbear  his  Anger, 
and  give  over  his  fevere  Difpenfation :  They 
therefore  refolved  to  make  a  Vow  in  behalf  of 
the  whole  City,  whereby  he  might  be  induc’d, 
out  of  his  great  Goodnefs,  to  deliver  them- from 
this  cruel  Contagion  (as  in  like  manner  their 
Predeceffors  did,  when  afflicted  with  the  laft 
Plague)  and  promis’d  to  that  End  that  the  Cor¬ 
poration  fhould  give  annually, for  ever,  the  Sum 
of  2000  Livres  for  the  eftablilhing  a  Houfe  of 
Charity,  under  the  Title  and  Protection  of  Our 
Lady  of  good  Help  and  Succour,  to  ferve  as  a 
Retreat  for  the  poor  Daughters  that  were  Or¬ 
phans  of  the  City  and  Territory. 

The  8th  they  made  this  folemn  Vow  in  the 
Prefence  of  the  Bifhop,  in  the  Chappel  of  the 
Town-Houfe,  where  he  celebrated  Mafs. 

The  fame  Day  they  had  the  Slaves  and  the 
Boatfwains  which  were  granted  them,  together 
with  the  Soldiers  (when  they  immediately  efta- 
blifli’d  a  Corps  de  Garde  in  the  great  Hall  of  the 
Lodge)  and  Mr.  M cutter  having  got  the  Tum¬ 
brels  in  order,  and  divided  the  Slaves  into  dif¬ 
ferent  Brigades,  they  every  one  put  themfelves 
at  the  Head  of  each  Brigade  in  their  Hoods,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  Party  of  the  Soldiers,  and  went 
direCtly  where  the  greateft  Heaps  of  dead 
Bodies  lay,  and  where  they  were  the  moft  pu¬ 
trefy ’d,  with  that  Courage,  Refolution  and  In¬ 
trepidity,  that  it  aftonifh’d  the  very  Soldiers 
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themfelves,  and  which  conftrain’d  even  the 
Galley  Slaves  to  work  with  ail  their  Might, 
without  fearing  the  Perils  which  they  fo  very 
much  difdain’d.  They  continued  in  this  man¬ 
ner  every  Day  from  Morning  to  Night ;  and 
Mr.  Chevalier  de  Rofe  was  always  on  Horfe- 
back,  and  had  that  Place  allotted  him,  which 
.oblig’d  him  to  be  always  in  waiting  at  the 
Town-Houfe,  fpr  the  Difpatch  of  all  current 
Affairs:  ’Tis  a  great  wonder  that  all  had  not 
perifh’d  by  their  conftant  expoling  themfelves 
Jo  terribly  to  thefe  Dangers,  that  were  lo  great, 
that  of  the  Soldiers  of  the  Galleys  that  accom- 
pany’d  them,  all  perifh’d  except  forty. 

The  9th,  they  fent  to  the  Council  of  Marine 
the  Note,  containing  the  Conditions  by  which 
Meffieurs  the  Officers  of  the  Galleys  had  grant¬ 
ed  them  the  Soldiers  and  Galley  Slaves,  and 
they  forwarded  it  likewife  to  the  Marfhal  de 
Villars ,  and  to  the  Grand  Prior. 

The  ioth,  the  firft  Prefident,  who  was  conti¬ 
nually  vigilant  in  order  to  fupply  their  great 
Wants  and  Neceflities,  and  who  knew  that 
they  wanted  Carts,  and  alfo  more  Carters  to 
drive  them,  had  the  Goodnefs  to  fend  them 
fornefrom  Aix>  which  were  of  the  greateft  Ser¬ 
vice  to  them  imaginable  ,•  and  the  Officers  of 
the  Galleys  gave  them  alfo  29  more  Slaves  to 
put  in  the  room  of  the  Invalids  that  they  found 
unfit  for  Service  in  the  laft  100  that  were  grant¬ 
ed  them  ;  they  moreover  had  the  Goodnefs  to 
ioyn  to  that  Number  fix  that  were  Butchers  by 
prpfeffion,  in  order  to  ferve  in  the  Slaughter- 
'  *  Houfes 
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Houfes  of  the  City,  where  all  the  Butchers 
were  either  dead  or  run  away,  fo  that  they  had 
none  left  to  kill  or  drefs  any  Meat  for  them. 

The  nth,  as  there  was  now  fcarcely  any 
Phyficians  left,  and  a  lefs  Number  of  Chirur- 
geons,  who  were  either  fled,  or  perifh’d  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  lave  their  Lives  by  their  Art, 
Mr.  the  firft  Prefident  fent  them  Mr.  Pons  and 
Boutellier ,  Phyficians  of  the  Faculty  of  Montpe¬ 
lier,  and  the  Sieun  Montieriand  kabaton,  very 
able  Matter  Chirurgeons. 

The  nth,  the  Sheriffs  were  acquainted  that 
Monlleur  the  Commandeur  de  Lunger  on.  Chief 
of  the  Squadron  of  the  Galley  and  Marfhal  de 
Camp  of  the  King’s  Galleys,  was  nam’d  by  His 
Majetty  Commandant  in  Marfeilles  and  its  Ter¬ 
ritory  ,  and  had  receiv’d  his  Commiflion  for 
the  fame.  1  his  News  was  fo  fatisfadory  and 
comfortable,  that  it  immediately  rais’d  up  al- 
moft  every  one  from  the  Sadnefs,  Grief  and 
Contternation  that  they  were  then  involv’d  in  ; 
it  did  not  only  infpire  thefe  with  new  Life,  but 
all  the  Citizens  both  found  and  infirm  ;  and  in 
fhort,  on  all  the  People  in  general,  there  ap¬ 
pear’d  fo  much  Joy,Pleafure  and  Contentment, as 
well  as  Confidence,  Vigour  and  Courage,  that 
one  would  beiieve  it  to  be  impoflible  to  die 
under  fo  worthy  a  Commander,  and  that  all 
the  Health  of  Marfeilles  afluredly  depended  on 
his  aufpicious  and  wife  Cor.dud. 

The  Affedion  that  he  always  had  for  tin's 
City,  and  that  which  diflinguilh’d  him  mott, 
was,  that  ever  fince  the  raging  of  the  Conta- 
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gion,  he  was  not  only  willing  to  aflemble  with 
the  reft  of  the  Magiftrates  and  Fellow  Citizens 
in  the  Town- Houfe,  but  moreover  extremely 
contributed  by  his  good  Offices  in  all  the  Suc¬ 
cours  that  were  obtain’d  from  the  Officers  of 
the  Galleys ;  his  Name  and  Perfon  had  lo  much 
Sweetneis  joyn’d  with  fo  much  Gravity,  that 
every  one  fear’d  him  out  of  Love  and  He¬ 
lped .  His  Sagacity  and  Penetration,  his  Firm- 
nels  and  Courage,  Virtues  which  he  was  well 
acquainted  with,  and  never  tail’d  ufiiig  the  beft 
part  of  them  in  ail  emergent  and  preffing  Oc- 
cafions,  -and  which  he  executed  with  all  the 
Vigour  and  Zeal  imaginable.  All  that  i  can 
fay  is ,  that  the  whole  City,  together  with 
the  Sheriffs,  immediately  from  this  time  began 
to  have  falutary  Hopes,  which  in  its  Sequel 
verify ’d  it  felf  in  a  little  time  after :  They  went 
with  all  haft  in  a  Body,  and  in  their  Hoods  to 
his  Hotel,  in  order  to  pay  their  Compliments 
to  him. 

The  fame  time  they  were  acquainted  that 
the  Marquifs  de  I*  Hies  Governour  *  Vtguecr ^who 
began  now  to  be  upon  the  Recovery,  had  alfo 
receiv’d  a  Commiffion  to  command  in  the  Town 
and  Territory;  they  therefore  in  like  manner 
went  to  his  Hotel  to  render  the  fame  Compli¬ 
ments  to  him  as  they  had  done  to  the  other.  Both 
of  them  order’d  their  Briefs  or  Com  millions  to 
be  Regifter’d  in  theTown-Houfe,  that  it  might 
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be  known,  that  Monfieur  the  CommanderL^- 
geron ,  in  Quality  of  Marfhal  de  Camp  of  his 
Majefty’s  Armies,  commanded  in  Chief 

The  fame  Day  the  Commandeur  Langeron 
mounted  on  Honeback,  and  came  to  the  Town- 
Houfe,  to  fee  into  the  Difpofifcion  of  Things, 
and  have  a  true  Infight  into  them  ,*  to  the  End 
that  he  might  take  the  moft  proper  and  necef- 
fary  Meafures,  in  order  to  carry  the  fpeedieft 
Remedies  to  thofe  whole  Cafes  were  moft  de- 
fperate.  He  .was  accompanied  by  the  Che¬ 
valier  de  Sciffons ,  an  Officer  of  the  Galleys, 
whom  he  took  along  with  him  for  his  Affif- 
tance,  and  he  devoted  himfelf  with  fo  much 
Zeal  and  Fervency  for  the  Support  of  the  Ci¬ 
ty,  that  he  was  every  Day  from  Morning  to 
Night  on  Horfe-back,  running  every  where, 
where  he  thought  he  could  be  of  Service , 
by  providing  and  remedying,  if  poffible,  the 
Inconveniencies  and  Difficulties  which  at  this 
Time  appear’d  to  be  the  moft  infurmountabie. 
They  fear’d  no  Danger,  obliging  others  by 
their  Example  not  to  grow  rcmifs,  or  to 
make  the  leaft  Hefitation  ,•  and  they  did  in 
Ihort  almoft  impoffible  Things,  with  an  in¬ 
defatigable  A&ivity,  Prudence,  and  Zeal ;  fo 
hardly  any  thing  was  done  but  by  their  Care 
and  Affiftance. 

The  13 th  the  Mary  de  Pilles  came  alfo  to 
the  Town-Houfe.  His  Prefence,  after  tne  A- 
larm  and  Heavinefs  his  Indifpofition  had  caus’d 
in  all,  gave  now  the  moft  exquifite  Pleafure 
and  Satisfaction  to  every  one  :  The  Comrmn- 
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deur  fLangeron  was  there  in  like  manner,  he 
never  fail’d  coming  every  Day  on  Horfe-back 
in  the  Morning,  and  fometimes,  if  he  could, 
in  the  Afternoon,  to  hold  a  Seffion  or  Mee¬ 
ting,  till  eight  in  the  Evening.  This  he  ve¬ 
ry  often  did  after  he  had  made  his  Tour  in 
vifiting  the  Hofpitals,  the  Ditches,  and  Church- 
Yards,  and  other  Places  which  he  went  to,  and 
which  were  the  moft  perilous  $  that  he  might 
fee  every  thing  with  his  own  Eyes,  thereby 
expohng  himfelf,  without  the  leaft  Regard 
for  his  Life  or  Health. 

The  14 tkj  All  the  Sheriffs  continued  at  the 
Head  of  a  Brigade  of  Slaves  with  the  T  urn- 
brels,  working  in  different  Parts  of  the  Ci¬ 
ty,  by  making  them  carry  away  and  throw 
into  the  Ditches  the  prodigious  Quantity  of 
dead  Bodies,  that  the  whoie  Town  was  filled 
with  ;  and  the  more  they  carried  away ,  the 
more  they  always  found  by  the  Continuation 
of  the  Mortality. 

But  there  was  one  Place  where  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  touch  them  :  This  was  an  Efplanade 
called  the  Turret,  which  was  on  the  Sea-Side, 
between  the  Houfes  and  the  Rampart,  all  a- 
long  St.  Johns  Fort  to  the  great  Church ;  there 
they  found  extended  about  1000  dead  Bodies* 
which  touch’d  one  another.  The  frelhefl  of 
them  had  lain  there  more  than  three  Weeks; 
fo  that  if  they  had  not  been  the  leaft  Peftife- 
rous,  yet  the  Bodies  lying  fo  long  expofed  to 
the  fcorching  Heat  of  the  Sun,  which  at  thi3 
time  darted  its  Rays  directly  down  upon  them, 
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during  all  the  Day,  it  would  have  been  fulfil 
cient  to  have  infe<fted  all  tire  reft.  The  Senfes 
were  feized  at  the  approaching  to  a  Place  far 
diftant  from  it,  when  they  ea/Ily  perceived  the 
contagious  Vapours  that  exhal’d  from  thencei 
Nature  now  trembled,  and  the  boldeft  Eyes 
could  not  bear  an  Afped  fo  horrible  and  hide¬ 
ous.  Thofe  dead  Bodies  had  no  longer  the 
Form  of  humane  Shape  3  they  were  like  horri¬ 
ble  Monfters,  and  their  Limbs  mov’d  by  the 
vaft  Quantities  of  Worms  and  Maggots  that 
were  at  Work,  in  order  to  tear  them  from 
their  Bodies. 

Nothing  certainly  cpuld  be  more  neceftary 
and  uigent,  than  the  removing  thofe  frightful 
Carcafles  as  foon  as  poifible  j  for  every  Mo¬ 
ment  that  they  remain’d,  ftill  niade  an  Addi¬ 
tion  to  the  Poifonous  Exhalations  that  infe&ed 
the  whole  Air;  But  how  to  take  them  away, 
and  convey  them  to  the  Ditches  without  the 
City,  and  which  Was  a  great  Diftanee  front 
thence,  was  the  greateft  Difficulty }  the  Bodies 
Were  fo  rotten  and  putrefied,  that  they  would 
not  hold  together  to  be  put  into  the  Tum¬ 
brels  s  their  Entrails  being  fallen  out ,  and 
their  Limbs  dropp’d  off,  and  fpread  all  over, 
by  which  Means  the  Plague  and  Venom  would 
be  carried  thro’  the  whole  City. 

The  Chevalier  de  Rofe ,  who  was  a  Very  ne- 
ceflary  Man,  as  well  as  a  Perfon  of  great  Pe¬ 
netration  and  Judgment,  and  as  diligent  as  he 
Was  intrepid,  Went  to  the  Place,  and  viewing 
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the  Rampart,  he  perceiv’d  there  two  antient 
Baftions  that  were  formerly  fupported ;  (it  be¬ 
ing  the  Place  where  Julius  Cafar  attack’d  the 
City  2000  Years  ago, )  which  join’d  to  the  Et- 
planade,  or  cover’d  Way  where  thofe  dead 
Bodies  lay ;  which,  though  they  appear’d  to  be 
folid  Terras  Walks ,  were  however  hollow 
within,  which  he  difcover’d  at  the  Foot  of  one 
of  thofe  Baftions,  by  a  (mall  hollow  Cut 
which  Time  had  made  in  one  ot  the  Stones, 
whereby  he  perceiv’d,  that  he  had  nothing  elfe 
to  do  but  to  remove  fome  Feet  of  Earth,  which 
cover’d  the  Concavity  of  the  Baftions,  to  fink 
into  or  break  open  the  Vault,  and  that  he 
fhould  find  it  hollow  within,  even  to  a  Foot 
level  with  the  Sea ;  he  knew  nothing  that 
would  be  more  proper  and  convenient  than 
thefe  Vaults,  to  throw  all  the  Dead  into,  and 
afterwards  to  cover  them  with  a  fuificient  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Quick-Lime,  and  Earth,  that  fo  it 
might  hinder  the  leaf!  Exhalation  of  any  In¬ 
fection. 

'  This  being  a  Matter  fo  judicioufly  projec¬ 
ted,  became  back  to  the  Town-Houfe,  and 
told  the  Commander  Ldngeron ,  and  the  She¬ 
riffs,  that  he  would  take  the  Charge  upon 
himfelf,  to  carry  all  the  dead  Bodies  from  the 
Turret, and  explain’d  to  them  bis  Project.  They 
found  it  to  be  extreamly  good :  But  to  per¬ 
form  this  great  Work,  there  would  be  a  Ne- 
ceffity  of  having  a  very  great  Number  of  Slaves, 
becaufe  it  niuft  be  done,  as  it  were,  in  a  Mo- 
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ment;  for  it  was  evident,  that  no  living  Perfon 
could  remain  more  than  a  few  Minutes  in  a 
Place  fo  prodigioufly  infectious  as  this  muft 
be,  in  the  removing  (  if  it  was  poffible  )  thofe 
dead  Bodies,  and  dragging  their  putrefied  Mem¬ 
bers,  which  had  been  fo  long  expos’d  to  the 
Heat  of  the  Sun,  in  order  to  throw  them  into 
the  Baftions.  >.  ■ 

The  Commander  Longeron ,  who  now  had 
receiv’d  Orders  from  Court  to  take  as  many 
Galley  Slaves  for  the  Service  of  the  Town, 
as  he  fhould  judge  neceftary,  promis’d  to  give 
him  100  for  this  Expedition. 

The  fame  Day  the  Mortality  ftill  continu¬ 
ed  without  the  leaft  Diminution,  and  all  the 
feveral  Ditches  that  were  open  ,  they  now 
found  full.  Mr.  the  Commander  Langeron, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  M ouflier  Sheriff,  and  the 
Chevalier  de  Soiffom ,  went  to  view  all  the 
out  Parts  of  the  City,  to  fee  where  they 
could  find  convenient  Places  to  make  new 
Ditches  forthwith ;  and  they  marked  out  one 
on  the  Side  of  the  Gate  of  Aix,  of  ten  Toifes 
long,  and  fifteen  broad  j  and  in  the  mean  time 
beftin’d  themfelves,  in  order  to  procure  at 
leaft  100  Pealants  to  work  upon  the  fame: 
They  lent  Difpatches  to  all  the  Guards  ofethe 
Territories,  with  ftriCt  Orders  to  the  Captains 
of  the  principal  Quarters,  to  oblige  them  to 
come  either  willingly,  or  bv  Force. 

The  1 5  th  of  September  an  Ordinance  was  if- 
fued  out,  requiring  all  the  Intendants  of  Health, 
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the  Councellors  of  the  City,  the  Captains  of 
the  Quarters,  and  the  Commiflaries  of  the 
Parilhes  who  had  deferted,  to  return  in  24 
Hours,  and  to  perform  their  feveral  Functions, 
on  pain  of  the  higheft  Difpleafure. 

At  the  fame  time  there  was  another  Ordi¬ 
nance  ifTued  out  conjointly  with  the  Marquis 
deP  tiles ,  and  the  Sheriffs,  concerning  all  that 
Ihould  be  done,  and  executed,  for  preferving 
the  Territories ,  where  now  the  Plague  alfo 
made  prodigious  Ravages,  and  had  crept  into 
all  the  Quarters. 

The  1 6th,  in  order  to  remove  the  horrible 
Infe&ion  that  was  in  the  Harbour,  by  reafon 
of  more  than  10000  dead  putrefied  Dogs  that 
fwam  upon  the  Surface  of  the  Water,  the 
Filhermen  and  Boatmen  were  ordered  to  come 
to  the  Town-Houfe.  /The  Magiffrates  then 
gave  them  Orders  to  take  their  Boats ,  and 
with  their  Nets  to  drag  the  whole  Harbour, 
and  haul  all  the  Dogs  out  of  the  Mouth  of  the 
fame,  thatfo  the  Current  of  the  Water  might 
never  bring  them  back. 

•  That  Day  Monfieur  Chevalier  de  Rofe ,  who 
had  the  Day  before  broke  open  the  Cave  of 
the  Baftions  of  the  Turret,  and  found  it  effec¬ 
tively  hollow  to  the  very  Foot,  as  he  had  be¬ 
fore  advanced,  and  having  receiv’d  the  100 
Galley  Slaves  order’d  for  the  Expedition  of  re¬ 
moving  thofedead  Bodies  from  this  Place,  did 
it  lb  well,  that  after  he  had  caus’d  every  one 
qf  them  to  put  a  Handkerchief  dip’d  in  Vine¬ 
gar 
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gar  round  their  Heads  and  Faces  ,  and  ha-, 
ving  difpos’d  every  thing  in  fuch  good  order, 
that  every  Hand  Ihould  at  one  and  the  fame 
Moment  be  employ’d ,  he  caus’d  all  the  dead 
CarcafTes  and  the  loofe  Members  that  were 
drop’d  from  their  Bodies  to  be  remov’d. and 
caft  into  the  Cavity  and  Belly  of  thofe  Ba- 
ftions  in  half  an  Hour’s  time,  and  after  that  co¬ 
ver’d  them  all  with  quick  Lime  and  Earth, 
and  made  it  even  with  the  Ground  of  the  Ef- 
planade  or  Counterfcarp. 

The  17th,  the  Sheriffs  perfevered  with  the 
greateft  Zeal  and  Ardour  in  their  different  Fun¬ 
ctions,  going  every  Day  at  the  Head  of  the 
Carts,  in  order  to  carry  away  the  dead 
Bodies  from  the  different  Parts  of  the  City, 
which  they  found  always  to  increafe  upon  them, 
by  the  vaft  Piles  that  were  laid  every  where 
where  they  went.  Mr.  Efielle  being  inform’d 
that  the  Ditches  that  were  fill’d  on  the  fide  of 
the  major  or  great  Church,  were  in  the  Night 
time  crack  d  and  carv  d  in,  he  went  immedi¬ 
ately  thereupon  to  repair  the  fame  and  cover 
’em  up  clofe,  and  to  that  End  took  with  him  the 
Peafants  that  were  working  on  the  new  Ditches 
on  the  fide  of  the  Gate  that  leads  to  Aix;  but 
the  Peafants  could  not  be  manag’d  nor  made  to 
go  to  thofe  peftiferous  Places  the  Soldiers  of 
the  Galleys  pufh’d  them  forward,  but  they  ftill 
drew  back.  Mr.  Efielle  was  the  firft  that  took 
a  Pick-Axe  in  his  Hand  and  began  himfelf  to 
labour  very  hard,  in  order  by  his  good  Exam- 
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pie  to  induce  and  animate  the  reft  ;  but  it  had 
no  Eflebt  on  any  but  the  Soldiery  wno  ini  ^me¬ 
diately  laid  down  their  Arms,  and  came  and 
took  the  Pick  Axe  from  his  Hands,  and  every 
one  taking  a  Pick- Ax  from  thefe  cowardly  Pea- 
fants  cover’d  and  doled  up  the  Ditches,  rnaugre 
all  the  Infe&ion,  with  a  Courage  that  can’t  be 
exprefs’d :  The  Misfortune  was,  that  all  thofe 
brave  Soldiers  perilh’d  in  ferving  the  City  with 
fo  much  Zeal  5  and  their  Lois  in  truth  could 
never  be  too  much  regretted. 

That  Day  likewife  Mr.  Audmar  Sheriff  or¬ 
der’d  a  Stack  of  dead  Bodies  to  be  carried  away, 
which  was  found  in  the  Street  call’d  the  Fer¬ 
rate  and  in  the  Quarter  of  St.  John,  and  they 
were  not  lefs  putrefy ’d  than  thofe  of  the  Tur- 
ret. 

Mr.  the  Commander  Longeron  being  wil¬ 
ling  to  provide  for  the  Neceflkies  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  were  in  want  of  every  thing,  and 
who  fuffer’d  extreamly,  and  even  perilh’d  for 
want  of  Chirurgeons,  who  had  mofl  of  them 
fled  away,  as  well  as  the  Apothecaries,  and  all 
the  Retail  Traders,  as  Huckfters,  thofe  that 
kept  Stalls,  Sawers  of  Wood,  Cutters  of  Meat, 
&c.  for  ail  their  Shops,  Magazines,  Stalls  and 
Benches  were  in  general  fhut  up,  or  taken  away ; 
therefore  an  Ordinance  was  i flued  out,  requi¬ 
ring  them  to  return  to  the  City  in  24  Hours  pre- 
eifely,  on  pain  of  Death. 

The  fame  Day  the  Phyficians  of  Montpelier, 

which  came  here  in  the  Month  of  to 
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examine  by  Order  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  into 
the  Nature  and  Quality  of  the  Di (fern per,  came 
back  again,  accompanied  by  the  Sieur  Soullim  , 
the  King’s  Matter  Chirurgeon.  They  were  found 
performing  their  Quarantine  ,  ever  lince  their 
Departure,  at  a  Houfe  in  the  Country,  hard  by 
Jix,  in  order  for  their  going  back  to  Montpe¬ 
lier;  but  His  Royal  Highneis  being  willing  to 
do  all  that  lay  in  his  Power,  to  affift  this  de¬ 
plorable  City  of  M arfeilles,  and  being  fenlible 
that  a  Diftemper  of  this  Nature  requir’d  the 
greateft  and  ableft  Phyficians  for  their  Affiftance, 
had  the  Goodnefs  to  fend  Orders  for  the  fore- 
faid  Phyttcians  to  return  hither  again  immedi¬ 
ately  ,  and  joyn’d  with  them  Dr.  Duidier, 
another  famous  Phyfician  and  Profeflor  of 
Mmipelier ,  who  arriv’d  here  together  with 
them. 

The  Plague  till  then  had  been  treated  like 
the  Plague,  the  Sick  being  apt  to  pafs  their 
Judgment  of  the  Peril  and  Horror  of  the  Di¬ 
ftemper  by  the  manner  by  which  the  Phyttcians 
vifited  them.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Montpelier ,  Monfieur  Cbycaneau ,  Mr.  Ver- 
ny ,  and  Mr.  D uidier,  gave  them  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  it  was  of  all  Ills  the  leaft  dangerous, 
and  the  mod  common,  for  they  approach’d 
the  Sick  with  all  the  Coolnefs  and  Unconcer- 
nednefs  imaginable,  witnout  the  leaft  Precau¬ 
tion  or  Repugnance ;  nay  more,  they  fat  down 
upon  their  very  Beds,  handled  their  Buboes  and 

Carbun- 


i 


9  6  Historical  Account 

Carbuncles,  and  remain’d  there  with  all  thi 
Tranquility  imaginable,  fo  long  as  it  was  fuf- 
ficient  for  them  to  be  well  inform’d  of  the  State 
and  Condition  thefe  poor  Creatures  were  in, 
and  to  fee  the  Chirurgeons  perform  the  Opera¬ 
tions  they  fiiould  order;  they  went  in  all  the 
Quarters  of  the  City,  and  view’d  the  Sick  in 
every  Place :  They  came  to  all  the  InfeCted  in 
the  Streets,  in  the  publick  Places,  in  the  Hou- 
fes,  in  the  Bofpitals*  that  it  might  be  faid  of 
them,  that  they  were  invulnerable  and  tutelar 
Angels,  fent  from  God  to  fave  the  Lives  of 
every  one ;  They  refus’d  the  Money  the  Rich 
offer’d  them,  and  receiv’d  of  no  body,  unlefs 
it  was  thoulands  of  Benedictions  that  were  gi¬ 
ven  them  from  all  fides.  Their  Method  of  Pro¬ 
ceeding,  together  with  the  great  Reputation 
of  their  Names  alone,  reliev’d  the  Sick ,  by 
the  great  Confidence  and  Truft  they  put  in 
them. 

The  1 8 th  of  September  another  Ditch  was 
ordered  to  be  opened  on  the  Rampart  between 
the  Gate  of  Aix,  and  the  Tower  of  St.  Paul$ 
of  ten  Toifeslong,  and  five  broad.  The  Com¬ 
mander  Langeron  commanded  the  Day  before 
the  Captains  of  the  Territories  to  make  the 
Peafants  come.  The  Chevalier  de  Soiffons  went 
at  break  of  Day  into  the  Suburbs  to  attend, 
and  give  Directions  in  that  Work,  which  they 
were  very  much  againft,  by  reafon  of  the  Prox¬ 
imity  of  the  other  Ditches  which  were  already 
fill’d  on  that  Spot  of  Ground. 

'  What 
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There  were  likewife  new  Ditches  order’d  to 
be  open’d  on  the  Side  of  the  new  Town,  for 
the  dead  Bodies  of  the  Parifh  of  St.  Feriol, 
the  moft  beautiful,  and  beft  inhabited  Quarter 
of  the  whole  City,  where  Monfieur  Serrel , 
who  was,  as  well  as  a  good  Citizen*  the  moft 
able  and  famous  Painter  of  the  whole  City, 
he  was  one  of  the  Commiffaries  that  was  efta- 
blifh’d  in  this  Part,  or  Quarter,  and  his  Zeal 
was  fo  fervent,  that  he  was  always  ready  to 
facrifice  his  Life  for  the  Support  of  his  Coun¬ 
try  :  This  was  the  Gentleman  that  had  the  pe¬ 
culiar  Charge  of  feeing  to  the  Removal  of  thefe 
dead  Bodies,  and  their  Interment  in  the 
Ditches,  by  the  Affiftance  of  the  Tumbrels 
which  the  Sheriffs  had  given  him  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  a  Brigade  of  Slaves  which  the  Offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Galleys  had  likewife  furnifh’d  him 
with,  whom  he  took  particular  Care  to  nourifh 
and  entertain;  nay,  more  than  that,  he  lodg’d 
and  kept  them  as  his  Guard  ;  fuch  a  Citizen  as 
this,  whofe  Country  was  fo  dear  to  him,  cer¬ 
tainly  deferves  the  Love  and  Efteem  of  every 


one. 

The  19th,  The  Town  found  it  felf  altoge¬ 
ther  abandon’d,  and  every  Body  making  their 
Efcape,  and  flying  away ;  by  which  Means 
they  were  reduc’d  to  the  moft  cruel  Extremity 
imaginable,  not  knowing  what  to  do  for  Help 
to  convey  the  Bread-Corn  into  the  Magazines, 
from  the  Boats  that  came  from  the  Barriers  of 
the  Efiaccfue.  The  Commander  Langeron  gave 
therefore  i  j  couple  of  Slaves  to  wheel  it  away 
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in  Barrows  to  the  Magazines,  and  2  Couple 
ffiore  to  provide  and  cook  their  Victuals,  the 
Time  the  reft  were  at  Work,  by  Reafon  there 
were  no  People  left  in  a  State  and  Condition 
to  take  that  Care  upon  them. 

The  Vintage  now  drawing  near,  and  con- 
fidering  that  the  Vapours  of  the  new  Wine, 
in  a  City  where  there  was  laid  up  every  Year 
fuch  a  vaft  Quantity,  might  be  of  very  great 
Service  in  taking  away  the  Infection  from  the 
Houfes  ;  and  then  recalling  to  Mind,  that  it 
was  that  which  in  Effed  ceas’d  the  laft  Plague 
that  afflided  Marfeilies :  Therefore  an  Order 
was  given  out  by  the  Commander  Langerony 
and  the  Marquis  de  Pilles ,  and  Meffieurs  the 
Sheriffs,  importing,  That  the  Vintages  might 
be  made  as  ufual.  That  Day  a  new  Succour 
arriv’d  of  3  other  Phyficians,  of  the  Faculty  of 
Montpelier ,  who  came  Poft  from  Parity  by  Or¬ 
der  of  his  Royal  Highnefs.  (Monfieur  Malles% 
Profeffor  of  the  Umverfuy  of  Cahors ,  Mr.  Bojer 
de  Paradis  de  Marfeille ,  and  Monfieur  L&badte , 
accompanied  with  2  Mafter  Ghyrurgeons  of 
Paris  {)  they  were  furnifh’d  with  excellent  In- 
ftrudions  that  they  had  receiv’d  from  the  Illu- 
ftrious  Mr.  Chirac ,  firft  Phyfician  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  and  Superintendant  of  the  Royal 
Garden  of  Plants,  who  negleded  nothing  for 
the  Health  of  this  unhappy  City,  by  fending 
fuch  choice  and  well  experienc’d  Phyficians, 
that  they  could  not  fail  of  doing  well,  as  you 
will  in  a  little  Time  perceive  by  what  follow’d. 
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The  20th  of  September  there  was  not  a  Me¬ 
dicine  made  up  to  be  found  in  the  City,  nor  no 
Drugs  to  make  any  more,  by  the  flight  of  all 
the  Mafter  Apothecaries  and  Drugfters:  The 
Sick  died  without  being  able  to  make  their 
Wills,  by  the  Defertion  of  all  the  King’s  No¬ 
taries  ;  the  Women  big  with  Child  were 
brought  to  Bed  without  any  to  aflift  them,  for 
all  the  Mid  wives  were  fled,  therefore  a  Procla¬ 
mation  was  order’d  by  the  Commander  Longe¬ 
ron,  the  Marquis  de  Pilles ,  and  the  Sheriffs,  re¬ 
quiring  ftriCt  fearch  to  be  made  for  the  one, 
as  well  as  the  other,  and  to  oblige  them  to 
come  back  in  24  Hours,  on  Pain  of  Death 
(only  the  King’s  Notaries  obey’d  the  Order  at 
this  Inftant.)  The  ordinary  Term  of  their 
Leales,  of  letting  their  Houfes,  commencing 
and  ending- at  the  Feaft  of  St.  Michael  \  but  al- 
mold  all  the  Houfes  being  now  found  to  be  in¬ 
fected,  it  would  therefore  be  dangerous  for  any 
to  move  their  Lodging,  or  Houfhold  Goods, 
which  were  in  like  manner  infeCted.  Another 
Order  therefore  was  publifh’d,  to  hinder  any 
fuch  PraCtice,  till  they  fhould  receive  further 
Orders  from  the  Governor,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Magiftrates. 

The  21  ft  there  was  now  a  new  Increafe  of 
Care  and  Trouble  on  the  Sheriffs,  for  the  Com- 
miffary ,  who  for  a  long  Time  had  the  Directi¬ 
on,  and  Government,  of  the  Office  for  deliver¬ 
ing  out  the  Corn,  and  for  the  Management  of 
the  Butchery,  died  now  of  the  Plague ;  they 
therefore  were  oblig’d  themfelves  to  aflift  at 
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the  Delivery  of  every  Thing  in  that  way, 
though  they  had  an  Infinity  of  other  Things 
to  itnploy  them  other  ways.  The  Commander 
Ld&geron ,  in  order  to  make  every  Thing  as 
eafy  as  poilible,  order’d  it  fo,  that  the  Work 
Ihould  be  equally  divided  amongft  them  all : 
Monfieur  Ejtelle  had  the  Charge  of  all  the  Cur¬ 
rent  Affairs  of  the  Town-Houfe,  as  the  Cor- 
refpondences,  difpatching  all  the  Orders  of  the 
Civil  Government,  &c.  Mr.  Audemor  had  the 
Care  of  the  Butchery  ;  Monfieur  Mauftior  of  all 
that  concerned  the  carrying  away,  and  inter¬ 
ring  the  dead  Bodies  ;  the  Ditches,  the  Church 
Yards,  the  Cleaning  the  Streets,  the  Tumbrels, 
the  Galley  Slaves,  and  their  Subfifiance;  and 
Monfieur  Diende  of  all  that  concern’d  the 
Bread-Corn,  the  Meal,  the  Wood  to  burn, 
and  the  Bakers. 

'  The  22d  new  Ditches  were  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  be  made,  the  Commander  Longeron 
fent  therefore  his  Guards  into  the  Territory,  to 
make  150  Ditchers  come  and  work,  and  the 
Day  following,  being  the  23d,  they  open’d 
one  of  22  Toifes  long,  8  broad,  and  14  Feet 
in  depth ,  in  the  Garden  of  the  ObfervatinSj 
near  the  Ramparts. 

The  24th  of  September  was  now  the  Time 
that  the  Mifery  and  Calamity  of  the  City  was 
in  its  lafl  Period,  and  that  every  Body  that 
breath'd,  believ’d  now  they  fhould  die,  as 
much  m  the  Country  as  in  the  Town  ;  or  that 
thofe  whom  the  Plague  fpar’d,  would  fall  by 
Hunger  and  Defpair,  more  cruel  and  dreadful 
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than  the  Plague  it  felf ;  and  that  all  the  Sour¬ 
ces  of  Charity  which  us’d  to  run  fo  freely, 
were  now  intirely  damn’d  and  dried  up,  fo 
that  Heaven  feem’d  to  be  as  Brafs,  and  the 
Earth  as  Iron,  according  to  the  Expreifion  of 
Scripture,  and  that  they  could  expert  nothing 
more  affuredly  than  Death  it  felf ;  when,  be¬ 
hold  !  a  helpful  Hand  was  extended  afar  off  on 
this  unfortunate  City. 

The  25th  the  Heaps  of  wearing  Apparel, 
and  Houfhold  Goods,  lay  in  fucii  Quantities  in 
all  the  Streets,  that  it  even  barricaded  them 
up,  that  there  was  no  palling,  together  with 
the  dead  Bodies,  and  infefted  Creatures  that 
lay  there  gafping  for  Breath  ;  Monfieur  the 
Commander  Longeron  therefore  appointed  25 
Slaves  to  work,  and  carry  away  with  the 
Tumbrels,  all  the  dead,  and  other  Incumbran¬ 
ces.  He  likewife  gave  them  20  more  Slaves  to 
cleave  Wood  for  the  Bakers,  who  could  not  find 
any,  and  who  were  left  deftitute  of  all,  having 
not,  infhort,  any  Perfontodo  the  leaft  Thing 
for  them.  The  Qbftinacy  of  the  Apothecaries, 
Druggifts,  and  Grocers,  continu’d,  and  none 
would  return  into  the  City,  notwithftanding 
the  great  Neceffity  the  poor  People  of  the  Town 
were  in  for  want  of  Remedies,  and  Drugs  to 
compofe  them  ;  they  were  therefore  oblig’d  to 
fend  Guards  into  the  Territory,  and  feizethe 
principal  Heads  of  them. 

The  26th  of  September  the  great  Hofpital 
that  was  built  of  Wood  in  the  Alley,  where 
they  us’d  to  play  at  Mall,  and  which  in  a  few 
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Bays  they  hop’d  to  have  compleated  fo  far, 
as  to  have  been  in  a  Capacity  of  receiving  into 
the  fame  a  great  number  of  the  poor  fick 
Creatures,  that  now  lay  expos’d  in  the  Streets. 
But  after  a  prodigious  deal  of  Pains  that  had 
been  taken,  and  the  Work  was  juft  upon  the 
Point  of  being  finiih’d,  when  behold  of  a  hid¬ 
den  a  Northerly  Wind  fprung  up  and  blew  fo 
furioufly,  that  the  like  had  never  been  feen 
before,  which  immediately  brake,  and  threw 
down  all  their  Wood- work;  and  even  tore 
their  very  Tents  from  the  Ground,  which 
were  made  to  cover  the  poor  Wretches,  till 
the  Hofpital  was  finifh’d.  To  repair  therefore 
as  foon  as  poflible  this  unhappy  Accident, 
the  Commander  Langeron  order’d  immedi¬ 
ately  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  expert  Slaves, 
both  Chriftians  and  Turksy  to  be  fetcht  from 
the  Galleys ;  the  Sheriffs  run  about  every 
where  to  feek  for  more  Timber,  and  Cotton 
Cloth,  every  Body  were  in  Adion,  and  Mo¬ 
tion,  and  all  Hands  were  employ’d.  Mr.  the 
Chevalier  D'botjfons  remain’d  on  the  Spot  to 
animate  and  encourage  the  Work,  by  giving 
Orders  with  the  Sieurs  Marm  and  Btaujjitr^ 
who  were  the  Commiffaries  appointed  for  the 
general  Diredion  of  this  Hofpital,  being  Per- 
ions  ready  to  facrifice  themfeives  in  rebuilding 
the  fame;  they  were  found  every  where, 
where  the  Work  was  moft  hard  and  painful, 
to  be  perform’d  ;  the  chief  Helpers  in  this  Af¬ 
fair  were  the  Sheriffs,  who  fince  the  fear  of 
the  Contagion  were  abandon’d  by  almoft  all 
the  World.  .  '  The 
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The  27th  they  confider’d,  that  how  great 
and  large  foever  they  made  this  Hofpital,  it 
would  never  be  fufficient  for  the  vaft  Multi¬ 
tudes  of  Sick  that  lay  on  all  Sides,  and  daily 
increafing  more  and  more  from  the  Continua¬ 
tion  of  the  Mortality,  which  made  them  be¬ 
think  themfelves,  without  lofing  the  leaft 
Time,  where  they  fhould  procure  another ; 
and  after  having  call  their  Eyes  over  all  the 
City,  they  fix’d  upon  the  General  Hofpital 
of  Charity,  which  they  found  ready  prepar’d, 
having  800  Beds  ready  furnifh’d  with  all  pro¬ 
per  Utenfils,  and  other  Necelfaries, 

The  Difficulty  now  was,  what  to  do  with 
the  Sick  that  were  already  in  that  Hofpital;  no¬ 
thing  feem’d  more  convenient  than  the  Ho¬ 
tel  de  Dieu ,  where  there  was  Room  fufficient 
for  them :  But  there  was  in  that  more  than 
500  that  were  infe&ed,  therefore  they  order’d 
the  Hofpital  to  be  perfum’d,  and  to  take  thofe 
Sickout  from  thence,  and  carry  them  to  the 
Chapel  of  the  Penitents,  which  was  juft  by ; 
and  Mr.  Eftelle  immediately  made  the  Hofpi¬ 
tal  be  clean’d  and  perfum’d,  with  all  the  care 
imaginable. 

From  the  28th  to  the  jd  of  October ,  there 
was  nothing  but  continual  Hurry  or  Motion, 
working  Night  and  Day  at  the  Mall  with  all 
their  Strength  to  repair  the  damage  the  Wind 
had  done  to  the  Hofpital,  and  to  furnifh  the 
vaft  Number  of  Things  that  were  neceffary 
for  fuch  a  Building,  to  make  the  Difpofition 
of  the  Lodgings  for  the  Fhyficians,  Chyrur- 

geons, 
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geons,  the  Officers,  together  with  the  Ser¬ 
vants,  who  were  order’d  to  the  Convent  of 
jtugu  (tin's  Reform’d,  which  was  very  near  the 
faid  Hofpital,  and  in  the  Paftides  or  Country 
Houfes  round  about.  Likewife  great  and 
deep  Ditches  were  order’d  to  be  open’d  at 
the  Hofpital  of  Chariy ;  thofe  that  they  had 
already  open’d  at  the  Ohfervatins,  were  juft 
at  the  back  Part  of  the  faid  Convent. 

But  they  had  yet  more  to  do  than  all  this, 
(viz.)  to  difpofe,  and  fit  up  every  Thing  in 
the  Hotel  de  Dieu,  and  to  perfume  and  cleanfe 
the  fame ;  for  to  difplace  the  infe&ed,  and  to 
put  the  Sick  out  of  the  Hofpital  of  Charity  in¬ 
to  this. 

Thefe  were  Fatigues  that  were  almoft  in- 
expreffible  ;  the  Commander  Langeron  was 
oblig’d  to  be  on  Horfeback  from  Morning  to 
Night,  running  from  one  Place  to  another,  and 
the  Sheriffs  were  in  continual  A&ion,  without 
the  leaft  Refpite,  not  allowing  themfelves 
Time  for  pulling  off  their  Cloaths  when 
they  went  to  reft,  that  they  might  not  lofc 
the  leaft  moment  thereby,  and  be  more  rea¬ 
dy  upon  any  Emergency ;  every  thing  they 
wanted  was  procur'd  with  a  vaft  deal  of  Trou¬ 
ble  and  Difficulty,  even  to  the  Straw  for  filling 
the  Beds  with,  for  no  Soul  would  come  and 
bring  any  from  the  Territory  round  about, 
without  being  forc’d  to  it ;  there  was  wanting  a 
great  many  Officers,  and  other  Servants,  as 
alfo  Chyrurgeons  for  all  thofe  Hofpitals,  as 
well  Matters  as  Apprentices,  none  could  be 
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perfwaded  to  come  from  other  Places  without 
an  exceflive  Recom pence,  which  they  were 
oblig’d  to  do,  by  fixing  up  publickly  Papers  on 
all  Sides  of  the  City  and  Territory,  by  which 
they  promis’d  to  all  the  Chyrurgeons  that  would 
come,  as  follows,  viz.  To  all  Mailer  Chyrur-. 
geons  of  great  Towns  2000  Livres  per  Months 
and  to  the  Mailer  Chyrurgeons  of  the  finall  Vil¬ 
lages  1000  Livres  per  Month  •  and  to  all  Ap¬ 
prentices  and  Journeymen  300  Livres  per 
Month ,  and  the  Freedom  of  the  City,  befides 
Lodging  and  Entertainment,  during  the  Time 
they  fhould  be  employed  in  their  Service 

The  3d  of  October ,  a  Party  of  the  Troops 
which  the  Commander  Langeron  expefted  for 
the  Service  of  the  City,  in  order  to  enable  him 
to r execute  his  Orders,  arriv’d  there:  He  re¬ 
ceiv’d  the  3  Companies  of  the  Regiment  of 
Flanders ,  which  he  order’d  to  be  encamp’d  at 
the  Carthufuw  Convent,  or  Charter-Houfe,  juit 
without  the  Walls. 

The  4th,  the  two  new  Hofpitals,  that  of  the 
Mall ,  and  that  of  Charity.,  were  at  lall  put  into 
a  Condition  to  receive  the  Infefted,  and  imme¬ 
diately  abundance  of  Sick  from  all  Sides  were 
brought  to  them.  A  certain  Number  of  Slaves 
were  order’d  to  take  care,  and  bring  in  thofe 
that  lay  groaning  in  the  Streets  and  publick 
Places,  and  in  the  Houfes,  who  could  not  any 
ways  condutt  themfelves,  for  want  of  Strength 
and  Nourifhment. 

The  5th,  all  the  Phyficians,  as  well  Stran¬ 
gers,  as  thofe  that  properly  belong’d  to  the 
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City  were  fummoned  to  theTown-Houfe,  in 
the  Prefence  of  the  Commander  Langeron,  of 
Monfieur  Marquis  de  Pilles ,  and  Meffieurs  the 
Sheriffs.  Where  were  alfo  Meffieurs  de  Chy- 
coyneau,  and  Verny ,  as  their  Chiefs,  and  thofe 
who  had  the  general  InfpeTion :  Thefe  appoint¬ 
ed  the  feveral  Quarters  where  every  Phyfician 
fhould  act,  and  the  Chyrurgeons  that  fhould 
ferve  under  them.  If  all  the  Strangers  were  fo 
fignaliy  tfteem’d  for  their  Ability,  and  Zeal ; 
thofe Tikewife  of  the  Town  did  not  deferve  lefs, 
by  their  great  Zeal  and  Affiduity,  as  well  in  one 
Place  as  in  another.  Their  Zeal  was  fo  fer¬ 
vent,  and  their  Care  of  their  own  Welfare  fo 
little  minded,  that  3  of  them  loft  their  Lives, 
(viz,,')  Meffieurs  Peijfonel,  Moniagieur ,  and  Au- 
don,  and  a  4th,  who  was  the  Sieur  Bertrand , 
wanted  but  very  little  of  the  Grave. 

The  6th,  3  Captains  of  the  City  were  found 
dead  ;  the  Sheriffs  nominated  in  their  Rooms  the 
Sieur  Defperier  Ecuyer ,  and  the  Sieur  Bonaneau, 
and  Icard,  who  all  along,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  Contagion,  were  always  the  moft  for¬ 
ward  and  willing  to  undertake  thofe  Things 
that  were  the  moft  perilous  and  fatiguing,  for 

the  Service  of  the  City. 

The  7th,  The  Plague  now  rag’d  more  in  the 
Territory  belonging  to  Marfeittes ,  than  in  the 
City  it  felf ;  and  it  was  very  important  to 
hinder  the  Xnfe&ed  from  coming  into  the 
Town :  To  that  End,  the  Commander  Lan* 
geron  plac’d  a  Guard  of  the  King’s  Troops  at 
every  Gate  of  the  City,  under  the  Command 
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of  the  Captains,  and  other  Officers  of  the 
Town,  and  made  an  Ordinance,  that  their  Or¬ 
ders  fhould  be  fix’d  upon  every  Gate. 

The  8th,  ever  fince  thefe  two  new  Hof- 
pitals  were  open’d,  the  Sick  were  not  found 
any  more  lying  in  the  Streets,  and  publick 
Places,  as  before  ;  the  dead  Bodies  being  taken 
away  daily,  by  the  vaft  Number  of  Carts 
that  were  continually  rowling  backwards  and 
forwards  upon  the  Stones.  They  then  fee 
about  the  cleaning  all  the  different  Quarters  of 
the  City*,  as  well  to  make  the  Paffage  tree,  as 
to  take  away  the  horrible  Stench  which  was 
caus’d  by  the  prodigious  Quantity  of  Ordure 
and  Dung,  lying  in  every  part  of  the  City. 
In  order  to  clear  the  Key  on  each  Pallifade, 
great  Dung  Boats  were  broughr,  into  which  was 
thrown  all  the  Filth  and  Naftinefs  that  lay 
about  every  where :  And  in  the  mean  Time, 
the  Sheriffs  receiv’d  Orders  to  divide  them- 
felves,  and  every  one  was  to  have  the  Care 
of  a  particular  Quarter ,  and  each  to  take 
a  Brigade  of  Slaves  to  accompany  him,  and 
there  burn  all  the  Heaps  of  wearing  Appa¬ 
rel,  and  the  Peftiferous  Houfhold  Goods  which 
they  fhould  find  caff  out  of  the  Windows  and 
Houfes ;  and  other  Brigades  of  Slaves  were  to 
go  with  the  Dung  Carts,  and  take  away  the 
Filth  and  Ordure,  and  carry  it  to  the  Dung 
Boats,  which  Boats  were  to  carry  it  a  good  di- 
lfance  out  of  the  Port,  and  then  throw  it  into 
the  Sea.  1  ^  ' 
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This  W ork  was  fo  long  and  confiderable,  that 
though  they  labour’d  with  the  greateft  Dili¬ 
gence  and  Application  imaginable,  yet  it  was 
little  lefs  than  a  Month  before  they  could  fi- 
nifh  it. 

The  9th  of  October ,  the  Sheriffs  receiv’d  a 
Piece  of  News  which  fill’d  them  with  Joy  and 
Confolation  ;  they  faw  by  a  Letter,  That  the 
Coniuls  of  Avignon  had  the  Goodnefs  to  write 
to  them*,  that  the  Common  Father  of  all  faith¬ 
ful  Romm  Catholieks  being  fenfibly  concern’d, 
when  he  was  inform’d  of  the  unhappy  State 
of  Marfeilles ,  (it  being  the  full  City  of  the 
Gauls  which  receiv’d  the  Chriftian  Faith, 
by  St.  Laz,arus  their  firft  Bifhop,  and  has 
kept  it  ieif  pure  at  all  Times,  without  the 
leaft  Herefy  being  ever  able  to  introduce  it 
felf  there,  and  who  had  all  along  the  greateli 
Attachment  and  Veneration  for  the  Holy  See.) 
At  Rome  therefore  they  were  not  contented 
with  ordering  publick  Prayers,  and  Proceffions 
in  all  their  Churches,  where  his  Holinefs  af- 
filled  himfelf  on  Foot,  to  beg  of  the  Sovereign 
Father  of  Mercy,  that  he  would  appeafe  his 
Wrath,  and  turn  away  his  terrible  Scourge, 
which  otherwife  would  lay  this  poor  City  de¬ 
folate:  But  he  likewife  commiierating  their 
great  Want  and  Mifery,  from  the  valt  Num¬ 
ber  of  poor  Creatures  that  were  there,  was  wil- 
ling.to  give  them  Bread,  that  they  flood  in  fo 
Wuch  need  of;  to  that  End  his  Holinefs  order’d 
2000  Roubles  of  Bread  Corn  to  be  bought  in 
the  Market  of  Jncon^  making  in  all  about 
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3500  Loads,  or  Burdens;  that  it  fhould  be 
receiv’d  immediately  by  Veffels  order’d  for 
that  purpofe  at  Civita  Vechia ,  in  order  to  be  di- 
ftributed  among  the  Poor*,  according  as  the  Bi- 
fhop  fhould  think  fit. 

The  1  oth,  the  Canons,  Curates  of  the  Colle¬ 
giate  Church  of  St.  Martin,  perfifted  in  their 
former  Relblution,  not  to  return  again  to  their 
Fun&ion,  notwithftanding  all  the  Monitions 
and  Summons  that  had  been  made  them  ;  the 
Bifhop  therefore  gave  Sentence  againft  them, 
according  to  the  Purport  of  the  Petition  of  the 
Sheriffs  made  to  him  of  the  4th  of  September 
laft,  declaring  their  Benefices  vacant,  and  for 
that  Reafon  other  fuitable  Perfons  fhould  be 
put  into  their  Places,  which  was  done  accord- 
ingly.  , 

The  1  ith,  there  was  now  in  the  Hofpitals  a 
great  Number  of  Sick,  that  had  the  good  For. 
tune  to  efcape  dying  of  the  Plague,  there  was 
therefore  a  proper  Place  wanting  for  thefe  Cu¬ 
ra  bles  .to  go  into,  where  they  were  to  ftay 
40  Days  alter  their  Buboes  and  Carbuncles 
were  intirely  cur’d  and  cicatriz’d.  Whereupon 
it  was  agreed,  that  none  could  be  fo  proper  for 
this  Purpofe  as  the  grand  Infirmary  ;  it  was 
order’d  therefore  to  be  fitted  up,  and  furnilhed 
with  all  Things  neceflary,  and  the  Comman¬ 
der  Langeron ,,  accompanied  by  Mr.  E(lelley 
went  thither,  and  gave  the  neceffary  Orders 
to  be  difpatch’d  with  all  Expedition. 

The  12th,  new  Trodps  arriv’d  here  for  the 
Service  of  the  Town.  The  Commander  Lan- 
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geron  receiv’d  Three  Companies  of  the  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Brie ;  which  he  order’d  to  encamp  at 
the  Carthufim  Convent,  with  the  other  Three 
Companies,  that  were  already  there. 

The  i  jth,  14th,  15th,  whilft  they  were 
difpofing  the  Infirmaries  for  the  Reception  of 
thofe  that  were  upon  the  Recovery,  Orders 
were  iffued  out  into  the  Territory,  to  con- 
ftrain  ail  thofe  Intendants  of  Health,  that  had 
abfented  themfelves,  to  return  back  immedi¬ 
ately,  as  alfo  feveral  municipal  Officers,  whole 
Prefence  were  at  this  Time  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  the  Service  of  the  City. 

The  i6th,  a  Guard  of  Thirty  Soldiers  were 
appointed  at  the  Town  Houfe,  to  attend  the 
Sheriffs,  and  execute  their  Orders. 

The  17th,  it  was  agreed  to  fend  into  the 
Infirmaries,  not  only  thofe  that  were  upon  the 
Recovery  in  the  different  Hofpitals ;  but  more¬ 
over  all  thofe  which  were  found  in  the  Town, 
who  attended  on  all  Sides  with  their  Buboes 
open  and  running,  and  thereby  communica¬ 
ting  the  Infection  to  all  in  general,  who  were 
ignorant  of  their  Condition,  and  had  the  mif- 
fortuoe  to  approach  or  touch  them. 

The  1 8th,  they  met  with  abundance  of 
Difficulties  before  they  could  fimfh  the  Dif- 
pofition  of  all  Things  neceffiry  in  thefe  Infir¬ 
maries;  for  in  order  to  fhut  up  theffides  of 
the  Halls,  and  make  particular  Apartments, 
a  great  Quantity  of  Wood  and  Boards,  and 
Sail  Cloth,  were  very  neceffary ;  which  at 
this  Time  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  City, 
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which  oblig’d  them  to  find  out  another  Place 
more  convenient,  and  fitting  for  their  Pur- 
pofe.  Such  a  Place  was  the  College  of  the  Fa¬ 
thers  of  the  Oratory  ;  where  the  Claffes  were 
fufficient  to  entertain  a  great  number  of  Peo¬ 
ple  :  And  where  there  were  Lodgings  for  the 
Phyficians,  and  Chyrurgeons,  and  the  Ser¬ 
vants.  which  were  all  ready  provided  in  the 
other  Part  of  the  Houfe,  being  left  empty,  by 
the  flight  of  the  Holy  Fathers. 

The  1 6th,  Mr.  the  Grand  Prior  CUa- 
jlrd,  of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Vidor,  and  two 
other  Religious,  deputed  by  their  Chapter, 
came  to  the  Town  Houfe,  and  juftified  them- 
felves  in  their  refufal  to  come  to  the  Lodge 
with  their  Shrine,  and  other  Reliques  of  their 
Saint :  The  Diftemper  ftill  continued,  mau- 
gre  all  the  Efforts  that  were  made  to  put  a 
flop  to  it ;  therefore  nothing  eife  was  left  for 
them,  but  the  Hope  and  Expectation  of  Mer¬ 
cy,  through  the  Interceflion  of  the  Saints. 
The  Sheriffs  hereupon  propos’d,  that  the  Bi- 
fhop  might  be  defir’d  to  order  all  the  Shrines 
of  the  Saints,  and  all  the  Reliques  of  the  great 
Church  to  be  brought  out ;  and  that  he  would 
accompany  them  to  the  Place  of  the  Lodge, 
where  they  Ihould  ereft  a  great  Altar,  to  ex- 
pofe  them  on  for  publick  View;  and  to  defire 
likewife  the  Abbot  of  St.  Vidor,  to  order  all 


his  Reliques  out  at  the  fame  Time,  and  to  ac¬ 
company  them  to  the  fame  Place,  where  they 
Ihould  be  all  jointly  expos’d  on  the  fame  Al¬ 
tar;  the  Bilhop  Ihould  celebrate  the  Mafs, 
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and  fhould  fay  all  the  Prayers  that  were  or¬ 
der’d  for  the  Piague ;  which  the  Holy  Bifhop 
immediately  agreed  to,  with  all  the  Joy,  and 
Satisfaction,  that  his  Piety  could  animate  and 
infpire  him  withal.  The  Commander  Longe¬ 
ron  having  given  out  excellent  Orders,  where¬ 
by  that  Holy  ACtion  might  be  perform’d  with 
all  the  Decency  and  Order  imaginable,  without* 
the  leaft  Difturbance  from  any  Crowd  or 
Throng  of  People,  or  the  lead  Communicati¬ 
on  with  any  of  the  Town  :  Nothing  remain’d 
now,  but  to  perfwade  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Abbey  of  St.  Vittor  to  this  pious  Work ;  and 
to  that  End  Mr.  Ljielle  went  to  perfwade 
them  :  They  would  agree  to  it,  but  upon  Con¬ 
ditions  fo  impracticable,  that  it  was  impoffible 
to  comply  with  them.  They  would  have  ei¬ 
ther  two  Altars  ereCted,  or  that  the  Bifhop 
fhould  not  fay  Mafs,  for  fear  of  getting  the 
Infection  from  him,  and  their  Grand  Prior 
Claujhoi,  and  two  other  Religious  of  the  Ab¬ 
bey,  came  and  teftified,  that  the  Reafons 
they  there  had  laid  down,  were  not  out  of  a- 
ny  pretext  of  Refufal. 

The  20th,  not  one  Bell  in  the  City  had 
been  Tolled  all  the  Time  of  the  Sicknefs  till- 
now,  not  even  that  of  the  Retreat,  or  Tap- 
to  :  The  Commander  Longeron  order’d  them 
all  to  be  Tolled  as  before. 

The  2 1  ft,  the  Officers  of  the  City  were 
order’d  to  make  their  Patrols  exaCtly  in  all  the 
Parts  of  the  City,  wich  a  number  of  Soldiers 
that  fhould  be  appointed  them. 

•  -  The 
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The  2 2d  and  23d,  The  Prifons  were  now 
full  of  Malefactors,  and  the  EfFeCts  of  abun¬ 
dance  of  Houfes  were  expos’d  to  Pillage  and 
Robbery,  by  the  Death  of  all  the  Perfons  that 
inhabited  them  :  Orders  were  therefore  fent 
into  the  Territory  to  oblige  all  the  Judges  of 
the  Civil  Government  to  return  to  the  City, 
and  draw  up  the  neceffary  Proceffes  againft. 
thefe  Rogues;  and  provide  for  the  Security 
of  the  EffeCls  of  others. 

The  24th,  the  Commander  bmgeron ,  with 
the  Marquis  de  Prfles ,  and  the  Sheriffs  ilfued 
out  a  Proclamation,  requiring  and  enjoining  all 
thofe  that  were  polfeis’d  with  the  Keys  of  any 
Houfes,  or  the  EffeCts  of  any  Perfons  deceas’d* 
or  had  receiv’d  them  to  keep  for  any  one,  or 
in  any  other  Manner,  to  come  in  twenty  four 
Hours  to  the  Town  Houfe,  there  to  make 
Declaration  thereof  before  the  Magiftcates  of 
the  Civil  Government,  in  order  to  give  Secu¬ 
rity  for  the  fame. 

The  25th,  another  Proclamation  was  iffu^ 
ed  our,  for  the  publick  Health  and  Safety,  in 
order  to  hinder  all  Robberies  that  might  be 
committed  in  the  Night ;  and  that  the  Conta¬ 
gion  might  not  be  increas’d  by  the  tranfport- 
fog  from  one  Place  to  another,  the  peftiferous 
and  infected  Cloaths;i  thofe,  winch  after  the 
Retreat  or  Tapto  had  tolled,  fhould  be  fur- 
priz’d  in  robbing  any  Houfe,  or  carrying 
away  any  Cloaths ,  or  Houfhold  Goods, 
fhould  be  pumlh’d  with  Death,  and  that 
thole  who  fhould  be  found  with  any  pro- 
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hibited  Arms  fbould  be  condemn’d  to  the 
Galleys. 

The  26th,  the  Plague  no  fooner  feem’d  to 
diminilh,  but  it  increas’d  their  Mifery  and 
Want,  for  the  Diftemper  had  now  got  into 
all  the  neighbouring  Places,  and  even  the 
Capital  of  the  Province,  Aix,  that  now  nei¬ 
ther  Corn,  nor  other  Neceffaries  could  come 
to  the  Barriers  as  before,  every  Thing  now 
was  chang’d,  and  all  Support  was  out  of 
their  reach ;  fo  that  Marfei/Ies  was  now  re¬ 
duc’d  to  the  greateft  Extremity  that  was  pof- 
fible.  The  Commander  Langeron,  and  the 
Sheriffs  feeing  the  great  Neceffity  they  were 
in,  and  to  avoid  an  intire  Famine,  which 
would  foon  come  upon  them  ;  they  therefore 
fent  Embarcations  on  all  Sides,  to  bring  Corn 
and  other  Neceflaries  of  Life;  but  they  had 
no  Money,  nor  Means  to  raife  any :  There¬ 
fore  they  determin’d  to  fend  Dilpatches  to 
the  Court,  to  implore  their  Afliftance. 

The  27th,  the  Hofpitals  of  the  Mall,  that  of 
Charity,  and  of  the  Rive  Pfeuve,  were,  by  the 
Diminution  of  the  Contagion,  more  than  fuf- 
ficient  to  hold  all  the  Sick,  and  that  of  the 
Curables  was  now  of  no  ufe ;  therefore  all 
the  Curables  that  were  in  the  College  of  the 
Fathers  of  the  Oratory,  fhould  be  remov’d 
from  thence,  and  put  in  there. 

The  28th  and  29th  were  employ’d  in  fit¬ 
ting  and  furnilhing  of  new  Beds,  after  ha¬ 
ving  tranfported  from  the  Hofpital  of  the 
Mall,  all  the  Sick  that  they  there  fbuad. 
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The  30th,  there  was  now  fuch  abundance 
of  Chyrurgeons,  as  well  Matters,  as  Journey- 
Men,  which  came  from  all  Parts,  being  excited 
thereto  by  the  publick  Bills,  which  were  fix’d 
up  on  the  50th  of  September ,  and  which  they 
had  likewife  order’d  to  be  put  up  in  all  the 
adjacent  Parts,  and  by  the  great  Rewards 
that  they  had  therein  promis’d  to  all  that  were 
willing  to  come  and  ferve  them  ;  were  now 
oblig’d  to  put  up  others,  in  order  to  contradict 
the  former,  by  informing  them,  that  the  Plague 
was  confiderably  diminifh’d,  and  that  they 
had  no  occafion  for  any  more. 

The  la(l  of  October ,  in  order  to  get  the 
Curables  fhuc  up  in  the  Hojpitds ,  who  wan¬ 
der’d  about  the  Streets  with  their  Buboes  as 
yet  open  and  running,  and  thereby  infeded 
every  Body  that  came  near  them ;  Mr.  the 
Chevalier ^  Soijfons  thought  of  an  Expedient, 
which  pleas’d  every  one  ;  that  as  there  was 
Abundance  of  People,  that  received  Alms, 
and  would  not  fail  coming  to  the  Places,  where 
Charity  was  daily  diftributed  to  them,  he 
would  therefore  caufe  a  number  of  Soldiers 
to  lie  conceal’d  about  the  Hotel,  where  the  Bi- 
fhop  had  made  his  Retreat  to;  he  therefore 
drew  together  more  than  five  Hundred  of 
thefe  Beggars,  and  when  he  faw  he  had  got 
them  all,  order’d  them  to  be  furrounded  on 
a  fudden  with  the  Soldiers,  who  conduced 
them  all  into  the  Hofpital  of  the  Curables  ; 
where  the  Chyrurgeons  vifited  every  one,  and 
retain’d  all  thofe,  which  as  yet  were  not  per* 
fedlly  cured.  P  a  The 
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The  Firft  of  November,  being  the  Feafl:  of 
All  Saints,  the  Biflhop  went  out  of  his  Palace 
in  Proceffion,  accompanied  with  the  Canons 
of  the  Church  of  the  Acoules,  and  all  the  New 
ones  that  were  put  into  St.  Martins,  and  the 
Curate,  and  Parifh  Pried:  of  St.  Feriol,  and  ap¬ 
pear’d  as  the  Scape  Goat,  fent  out  loaded  with 
the  Sins  of  the  People ;  and  as  if  he  had  been  a 
Viftim  deftin’d  for  the  Expiation  of  their  Sins* 
he  march’d  with  a  Halter  about  his  Neck,  and 
a  Crofs  between  his  Arms,  and  bare  footed  ; 
he  went  in  this  Manner  to  the  end  of  theCourfe 
on  that  fide  where  was  the  Gate  of  Aix,  there 
he  celebrated  Mafs  in  Publick,  on  an  Altar 
which  he  had  order’d  there  to  be  erefted,  and 
after  a  fine  Exhortation  which  he  made  to  the 
People,  in  order  to  perfwade  them  to  Repen¬ 
tance,  that  thereby  it  might  affwage  the  Wrath 
and  Anger  of  God,  and  obtain  Deliverance  from 
this  cruel  Peftilence  :  He  likewife  made  an  Aft 
of  Con-fecration  of  the  City  to  the  Sacred  Heart 
of  Jefus;  and  that  annually  a  Holiday  fhould 
be  oblerv’d  in  Honour  of  the  fame.  The  Tears 
which  trickled  down  from  his  Eyes  during  this 
holy  Ceremony,  together  with  his  foft  and 
healing  Words,  excited  a  Remorfe  in  the  Hearts 
of  the  rnoft  obdurate,  and  every  one  was  pene¬ 
trated  with  fo  lively  a  Sorrow,  that  they  cried 
out  aloud  for  the  Mercy  of  God. 

St.  Charles  Boromeo  did  in  Times  pafi:  the 
fame  Thing  in  Milan ,  on  the  fame  Day  of  All 
Saints,  when  that  City  had  the  Misfortune  to 
he  afBifted  with  the  Contagion ;  and  he  did 
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not  fail  in  the  leaft  to  imitate  the  Zeal,  Piety, 
and  Charity,  and  all  the  other  Virtues  of  fo 
great  a  Saint,  as  well  as  the  Roman  Purple, 
which  he  fo  well  deferv’d,  and  which  all  the 
People,  whom  he  had  now  fill’d  with  good 
Things,  both  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  wifh’d 
and  pray’d  for  from  the  bottom  of  their  Hearts. 

From  the  2d  of  November  to  the  5th,  the 
Commander  Langeron ,  and  the  Sheriffs,  were 
employ’d  in  making  new  Repartitions  of  all 
the  Quarters  of  the  City,  and  they  eftablifh’d 
a  CommiiTary  to  almoft  every  Street,  or  Row 
of  Houfes,  to  take  particular  Care  that  all  the 
different  Orders  that  were  deliver’d  out  fhould 
be  duly  executed  ;  and  to  hinder  every  Thing 
that  would  in  the  leaft  contribute  to  the  Con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  Diftemper,  or  might  caufe  a 
fecond  Relapfe. 

The  5th,  in  order  to  fall  the  exceflive  Price 
of  all  Provifions,  and  other  Necelfaries,  which 
at  this  Time  was  daily  increas’d,  by  the  pre¬ 
valent  Misfortune  of  the  great  Scarcity  and 
Want,  they  therefore  fummon’d  all  Merchants 
and  Traders  immediately  to  repair  to  the 
Town-Houfe,  in  order  to  fettle  a  general  Price 
for  the  fame.  All  themext  Day,  being  the  8th, 
was  employ’d  in  fettling  the  Rate:  They  alfo 
ilTued  out  an  Ordinance,  in  order  to  hinder  all 
the  Retailers,  and  other  petty  Dealers,  to  fell 
for  a  higher  Price  than  what  was  fettled  by 
that  Rate,  on  Pain  of  an  Iron  Collar,  and  the 
Reftitution  of  the  Price  fo  exa&ed,  and  Con- 
fifcation  of  the  Things  fold. 
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From  the  6th  to  the  j^th,  the  Commander 
tangeron  was  employed  in  giving  Orders  on  all 
fides,  for  the  well  Governing,  and  Support  of 
all  the  Territory  where  the  Plague  continu’d  to 
make  prodigious  Havock.  The  14th,  he  with 
the  Marquis  de  Pilles ,  and  the  Sheriffs,  iffued 
out  an  Ordinance,  wherein  were  prefcrib’d  the 
moft  exact,  and  judicious  Precautions  that  were 
poflible,  touching  the  letting  any  one  come  in¬ 
to  the  Gates,  that  the  Commerce,  which  was 
fo  indifpenfably  neceffary,  might  be  preferv’d 
with  the  City,  without  bringing  the  Diflem- 
per,  which  was  a&ually  there,  into  the  City, 
and  thereby  increafe  the  Infeflion,  which  was 
not  as  yet  wholly  ceas’d. 

The  15th,  the  JBakers  were  at  the  Town- 
Houfe,  and  acquainted  the  Magiftrates,  that 
they  could  not  work  for  want  of  Wood  to  heat 
their  Ovens ;  VefTels  were  therefore  immedi¬ 
ately  difpatch’d  on  Toulon  fide,  to  fetch  what 
was  neceffary. 

The  16th,  the  Bifhoptooka  Holy  Refoluti- 
on,  of  making  an  Exorcifm  againlt  the  Plague, 
which  he  ftill,  to  his  great  Grief,  perceiv’d  to 
continue;  and  to  that  end,  having  call’d  toge¬ 
ther  all  the  Remains  of  his  Clergy  into  the 
Church  of  the  Acoules ,  he  began  then  to  read 
all  the  Prayers  his  Holinefs  had  fent  them,  and 
which  he  had  order’d  to  be  recited  daily  in  all 
Churches  of  Rome ,  That  it  might  pleafe  Al¬ 
mighty  God  to  deliver  -Mar fei  lies  from  this  fe- 
vere  Scourge ;  and  after  a  fine  and  very  moving 
Exhortation,  he  carry’d  the  Holy  Sacrament 
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Upon  the  Terrafs  Walk,  which  was  upon  the 
Roof  of  the  faid  Church ,  from  whence  he 
might  difcover  the  whole  City  and  its  Terri¬ 
tory,  and  gave  there  the  Benediction,  and  then 
made  his  Exorcifm  again#  the  Plague,  with  all 
the  Prayers  and  Ceremonies  which  the  Church 
has  order’d  in  fuch  Cafes. 

The  17th  of  November ,  the  Commander 
Langeron  receiv’d  an  Anfwer  from  Court,  to 
the  Difpatches  that  he  had  made:  Monfieur 
Blanc ,  and  Monlieur  le  Pelletier  de  Forts 9 
were  commanded  to  acquaint  him,  that  his 
Royal  Highnefs  was  extreamly  concern’d  at 
the  Misfortune  of  Marfeilles ,  and  that  he  had 
given  Orders  to  the  India  Company  to  make 
Remittances  to  them  of  2500  Piaftres,  and 
1  goo  Marks  of  Silver,  which  would  very  well 
affift  the  City,  till  they  could  procure  other 
Help  ,*  Monfieur  the  Marquis  de  Vrtlliere  com¬ 
municated  the  fame  Thing  to  the  Sheriffs  ;  and, 
moreover,  affur’d  them  that  his  Royal  High¬ 
nefs  would  do  all  that  lay  in  his  Power  for 
their  Relief. 

This  Augulf  Prince  had  all  the  Care  and 
Regard  in  the  World  for  this  unfortunate  Ci¬ 
ty,  ever  fince  he  was  acquainted  with  its  xMis- 
fortunes.  He  never  ceas’d  giving  Orders  on 
all  fides,  to  procure  all  the  neceffary  Helps  and 
Affiltances  that  were  pollible,  as  well  to  cure 
the  Diftemper,  as  to  provide  for  the  Mifery 
and  Want  of  the  poor  Inhabitants.  All  the 
publick  Minifters  feconded  with  fo  much  Zeal 
and  Application  his  good  Intentions*  that  their 

chief 
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chief  Care  feem’d  to  be  employed  in  nothing 
elfe,  but  giving  them  the  fpeedieft  Support  that 
was  poffible ;  and  what  render’d  it  more  effica¬ 
cious,  was  the  real  Senfibilicy  that  their  Hearts 
always  were  affe&ed  with,  when  they  con- 
fider’d  the  Lofs  his  Majefty  would  fuftain,  by 
the  Deftru&ion  of  fo  many  faithful  and  obedi¬ 
ent  Subjects ;  this  Reflection  was  of  great  Ser¬ 
vice  to  this  unfortunate  City,  and  conduc’d 
very  much  to  their  Prefervation  and  Health ; 
for  thefe  worthy  Minifters  thought  they  could 
not  do  a  more  charitable  and  worthy  Ad,  than 
by  facrificing  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  in  fo  ho¬ 
nourable  and  glorious  a  Service  as  this  was. 
Want  and  Penury  never  were  more  abounding 
(if  one  may  fo  exprefs  it)  than  at  this  prefent 
Time  ;  and  never  Mifery  more  powerfully  af¬ 
fixed  than  now  ;  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  they 
had  every  1  hing  in  the  City  which  they  were 
fearful  of  being  in  want  of,  by  the  Prohibition 
of  all  Communication  and  Commerce :  They 
fcarcely  now  ever  wanted  any  Thing,  by  the 
continual  Supplies  that  came  to  them  from  all 
Parts,  by  means  of  the  Orders  which  his  Royal 
Highnefs  had  iflued  out  for  that  Purpofe,  and 
the  particular  Regard  that  Monfieur  le  Blanc, and 
M.  Pelletier  des  Fortes  had  to  fee  them  duly  exe¬ 
cuted.  Grain,  and  other  Commodities;  but 
above  all,  Beef  and  Mutton  came  now  in  fuch 
Quantities,  notwithftanding  all  the  Difficulties 
they  had  to  procure  them,  that  they  had  for  a 
long  Time  a  fort  of  Plenty.  The'firft  Preli- 
dentat  Aix  had  fent  them  at  divers  Times  pretty 
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coniiderable  Sums  of  Money ;  he  likewife  pro¬ 
vided  them  with  all  other  Neceffaries  that  lay 
in  his  Power,  as  Wood,  which  he  order’d  them 
to  be  fupply’d  with,  by  cutting  down  almoft 
intire  Forelts  for  the  fame  ;  and  not  contented 
to  procure  important  Credits  for  them  every 
where,  but  likewife  took  care  of  the  Difcharge 
of  a  good  Part  of  it.  On  the  fide  of  Langue¬ 
doc,  Monfieur  de  Bernage  took  all  imaginable 
Care  to  fupply  it  with  all  the  Succours  ima* 
ginable,  and  to  make  the  Province  once  more 
fertile.  Many  notable  Citizens  had  fent  them 
very  confiderable  Supplies.  The  Sieurs  Con- 
Jlans,  and  Remufat  alone,  furnifhed  them  with 
Credit  and  Money  for  20000  Loads,  or  Char¬ 
ges  of  Bread-Corn.  The  Sieurs  Martins ,  Gri - 
maud ,  and  Beelan ,  voluntarily  took  upon  them 
the  fupplying  the  Butchery,  where  they  took 
all  imaginable  Care,  and  improv’d  it  confider- 
ably.  Many  others  gave  Money  to  fend  for 
Corn  from  the  Levant ;  even  the  Magiftrates 
of  the  Sovereign  Courts  of  the  Province,  who 
were  ever  fince  the  beginning  of  the  Plague* 
pufh’d  on  by  noble  and  generous  Souls,  to  affift 
thofe  poor  Creatures  as  far  as  they  were  able, 
therefore  they  offer’d  to  fend  them  the  Com 
they  had  gather’d  from  their  own  Lands, 
and  which  they  had  laid  up  for  their  own  Ufe  j 
fuch  was  Monfieur  de  Lubiers,  and  Ricards , 
Counfellors  of  the  Parliament,  and  Monfieur 
Rouville ,  Prefident  of  the  Court  of  Accompts, 
the  Court  of  Hides  and  Finances.  Therefore 
it  was  now  impoflible,  that  they  fhould  perifh 

Q.  when 


1 7  2  An  Hiftorical  Account 

when  they  were  fupported,  and  fupply’d  with 
all  Neceffaries  from  fo  many  different  Hands ; 
but  May  fettles  being  a  Place  of  fuch  vaft  Trade 
and  Commerce,  that  it  continually  requir’d 
abundant  Supplies. 

The  1 8th,  the  Sieur  Taxel,  Agent  for  the 
India  Company  at  Marfeilles ,  remitted  to  the 
Sheriffs  1 6oo  Marks  in  folid  Silver,  and  20049 
Marks  in  Piafters,  which  they  immediately 
fhut  up  in  their  Cheft,  in  order  to  Coin  them 
into  new  Species,  at  the  Mint  of  Montpelier . 

The  19th,  the  Diftemper,  which  had  been 
very  much  decreas’d  for  fame  Time,  was  now 
again  fomewhat  increas’d, and  they  had  Reafon 
believe  the  Communication  that  People  had 
with  one  another  in  the  Churches,  which  were 
now  all  open’d  as  formerly,  was  the  real  Caufe 
of  the  fame,  they  therefore  defired  the  Bifhop 
to  order  all  of  them  to  be  fhut  up  again. 

The  atoth,  21ft,  22d,  Thefe  Days  were  itn- 
ployed  in  fitting  out  the  Veffels  which  were  to 
go  to  the  Levant  to  fetch  Corn,  to  the  end  that 
they  might  not  be  Left  without  every  thing  in 
Winter  ;  and  that  after  fuch  a  Plague  and  Scar¬ 
city  which  they  had  already  undergone,  they 
fhould  not  be  reduced  to  an  entire  Famine. 

The  23d,  Advice  was  brought  that  one  of 
the  Ships  laden  with  Corn,  by  his  Holinefs  at 
iliviti  l/echia,  and  ordered  for  this  Place,  for 
the  Support  of  the  Poor,  was  unfortunately 
loft  on  the  Ifle  of  Porcber tiles,  and  out  of  2000 
Charges  or  Loads  which  he  brought,  not  above, 
300  were  fav’d* 
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The  24th  and  25th  the  Plague  ftill  continued 
in  the  Territory,  and  thofe  Perfons  that  were 
infected,  or  fufpe&ed  themfelves,  were  foon 
found  out,  by  the  Artifice  and  cunning  Ad- 
drefs  they  us’d  in  order  to  get  Admittance  into 
the  City,  where  the  Diliemper  was  at  this 
Time  almoft  intirely  ceas’d.  But  the  Comman¬ 
der  Langeron  had  given  fuch  good  and  exaft 
Precautions,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  deceive 
them  by  any  Artifice  or  Wile  whatfoever. 

The  26th  an  Order  was  fix’d  on  the  Gates, 
importing.  That  all  Perfons  that  would  enter, 
muft  come  furnifh’d  with  proper  Bills  of 
Health,  fign’d  by  the  Curates,  Captains,  and 
Commiffaries,  of  the  feveral  Ports  they  come 
from. 

The  27th,  this  Order  was  publifh’d  in  the 
Territory,  and  a  Circular  Letter  on  the  fame 
Subject  was  fent  to  all  the  Curates,  Captains, 
and  Commiffaries,  in  order  for  their  Informa¬ 
tion. 

The  28th,  the  reft  of  the  Corn  which  his 
Holinefs  had  order’d  for  the  Support  of  this 
City,  arriv’d  in  2  Ships  at  Toulon,  and  the  Bi- 
fhop  came  to  the  Town-Houfe  to  concert  Mea- 
fures  with  the  Commander  Langeror^  and  the 
Sheriffs,  proper  Means  to  conduct  it  into  the 
City,  where  the  Ships  could  not  come  by  Rea- 
fon  of  the  Contagion. 

The  29th,  the  Imbarkation  of  Languedoc , 
which  came  loaded  with  Provifions,  and  other 
Neceffaries,  to  the  Port  of  Angela  in  the  Ifle  of 
Rotemau ,  one  of  the  Ifles  of  Marfeilles ,  labour’d 
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under  great  Difficulties ;  from  this  Place  their 
Cargoes  were  conveyed  to  the  Barrier  of  the 
Sea  which  was  at  Leftaque ,  for  when  they  had 
unloaded  their  Veffels,  they  could  not  find  any 
Ballaft  for  their  Ships,  without  which  it  was 
impoflible  to  Navigate  them,  and  return  fafe 
lo  their  own  Country,  therefore  the  Comman¬ 
der  Langeron ,  and  the  Sheriffs  order’d  all  the 
Mafter-Fifhermen  and  Boat-Men  to  repair 
immediately  to  the  Town-Houfe,  and  there 
gave  them  Orders  that  no  Boat  fhould  go  out 
a  Fifhing,  till  they  had  firft  carried  a  Load  of 
Ballaft  to  the  Ifle  of  Roteneau . 

The  laft  of  November  the  Chevalier  Rofe  un¬ 
dertook  the  Charge  of  executing  this  Order, 
Which  he  did  fo  foon,  and  fo  compleatly,  that 
there  was  Ballaft  enough  conveyed  to  that  Ifle, 
and  more  than  was  fufficient  for  all  the  Vef¬ 
fels  that  came  there, 

'  The  i  ft  of  December  they  found  the  Hofpi- 
tal  of  the  Rieve  Neuvey  which  was  under  tfte 
Direction  and  Government  of  the  Chevalier 
Rofe ,  was  now  of  no  Ufe,  therefore  they  made 
the  few  Sick  that  they  found  in  that  of  the 
Charity^  to  be  conveyed  into  this,  and  ordered 
the  Hofpital  of  Chanty  to  be  intirely  fhut  up. 
Mr.  Boyer  du  Paradis ,  who  had  the  Care  of  this 
Hofpital,  and  one  of  the  Phyficians  that  came 
from  Paris,  by  Order  of  his  Royal  Highneis, 
and  who  ferv’d  his  Country  with  fo  much  Zeal 
and  Ardor,  that  he  ought  never  to  be  forgot. 

-  From  the  2d  to  the  5th,  they  were  aflembled 
in  order  to  agree  on  the  moll  proper  Methods 

to 


*  4 


of  the  P  j.  a  g  u  E  at  Marfeilles.  1 35 

to  be  us’d  in  order  to  perfume  in  general  all 
the  Hottfes  of  the  City  where  the  Contagion 
had  been.  This  was  a  tedious  Piece  of  W  ork, 
and  what  was  very  toilfome  and  laborious,  as 
well  as  very  curious,  and  important  to  perform 
as  it  ought  to  be. 

Feb.  6.  The  grand  Infirmaries  which  had 
been  cleans’d,  and  perfum’d  for  a  long  Time, 
lince  Mr.  Michel,  Phyfician  of  the  Society  of 
Marfeilles,  and  who  was  fhut  up  there  ever 
fince  the  Commencement  of  the  Plague,  in  the 
fame  Manner  with  the  reft  of  the  Chyrurgeons 
that  were  along  with  him,  he  perform  d  his 
Duty  with  fo  much  Firmnefs  and  Succefs,  that 
he  was  the  Admiration  of  all  the  World. 

The  27th,  Meffieurs,  the  Intendants  of 
Health,  affembled  at  the  Town-Houfe,  in  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  Commander  Larsgeron,  and  Met- 
fieurs  the  Sheriffs,  to  deliberate  about  clean* 
ling  and  purifying  the  Ships,  and  other  Vef- 
fels  that  were  in  the  Harbour,  and  which 
had  loaded  their  Merchandife  before  the  Plague 
was  perceiv’d  in  the  City.  Thefe  Intendants, 
(and  thofe  which  were  abfent,  which  had  been 
return’d  a  long  while  fince)  perform’d  their 
Duty  fo  well,  that  though  it  was  impoffible 
that  they  fliould  be  every  where,  yet  in  gene¬ 
ral  they  ferv’d  every  Body  fo  well,  that  there 
Was  hardly  one  exempted. 

The  Directors  of  the  Hofpital  of  Charity ,  and 
thofe  of  the  Hotel  de  Dieu,  did  their  Duty  with 
the  fame  Fervency :  Thefe  laft  behaved  them- 
lelves  fo  well  in  their  Places,  even  to  the 
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Charge  of  managing  of  the  Peft  Hofpital  of 
€banty,  where  the  Approach  alone  was  dread¬ 
ful  enough  to  make  one  tremble ;  they  had 
amongft  them  one  Gentleman*  whofe  Zeal 
ought  to  be  particularly  taken  Notice  of;  this 
was  the  Sieur  Bruno  G  ranter,  who,  when  all 
the  World  took  their  flight,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  Contagion,  he  left  his  own  Houfe,  and 
retir’d,  and  made  his  Abode  at  the  Hotel  de 
Dieu ,  in  order  to  devote  himfelf  intirely  to  the 
Service  of  the  poor  fick  Creatures ;  but  the 
Plague  foon  fnatch’d  from  them  a  Life  which 
was  fo  valuable,  that  you  fhall  hardly  ever  hear 
of  fnch  another  lively  Inltance  of  Charity  as 
this  was.  j  , 

Almoftall  the  municipal,  and  other  princi¬ 
pal  Citizens  were  alfo  return’d  into  the  City, 
moft  part  of  their  Tradefmen,  and  Artificers 
Shops  were  open,  the  People,  who  in  their  fear 
and  flight  had  loll  all  manner  ol  Hopes  of 
Health,  and  even  all  manner  of  Prudence, 
were  now  fo  animated  and  incourag’d  by  the 
Prefence,  and  good  Orders  which  were  given 
by  the  Commander  Langeron,  and  every  one 
was  now  fo  affifting  one  another  with  their 
mutual  good  Offices,  and  by  an  exaft  and  ad¬ 
mirable  Government,  whsch  took  away  all 
manner  of  Thoughts  of  Mortality,  that  no¬ 
thing  but  Recovery  and  Health  was  difeours’d 
of. 

My  Author  tells  you,  that  this  is  nothing 
but  a  fhort  Journal  which  was  wrote  in  halie, 
at  forae  private  Moments-  therefore  there 
‘  '  •-  }  wiil 
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will  in  a  little  Time  be  one  publilh’d  more  at 
large,  and  where  every  Thing  will  be  related 
that  is  now  omitted,  and  all  the  Supplies,  and 
fignal  Services,  worth  your  Knowledge  or  Re¬ 
mark,  which  a  great  many  worthy  Perfons 
had  rendered  to  this  City,  as  well  within  as 
without;  neither  will  the  Miracles  that  the 
Chyrurgeons  wrought  ever  be  forgot,  as  well 
thofe  that  come  from  Court  as  the  others. 

The  8th,  as  there  was  ftill  Danger  in  Com¬ 
munication  ;  therefore  the  Churches  could 
not  yet  be  open’d  ;  but  the  good  Bifhop  or¬ 
der’d  Attars  to  beere&ed  without  the  Church¬ 
es,  and  to  fay  Mafs  in  Publick. 

That  Day  the  Commander  Longeron  iffued 
out  an  Order,  together  with  the  Marquis  de 
Pities ,  and  Melfeurs,  the  Sheriffs,  wherein  Or¬ 
ders  were  given  to  all  the  Commiffaries  of  the 
feveral  Quarters,  and  Parifhes,  what  was  ne- 
ceffary  for  them  to  do  in  order  to  hinder,  as 
much  as  pofEble,  the  IntroduTion  of  the 
Plague  into  the  City,  by  hindering  any  ones 
Entrance  from  without,  without  due  and  pro¬ 
per  Certificates  of  Health ;  and  likewife  to  af- 
fiftall  that  was  poffible  in  the  great  Watk  of 
purifying  and  cleanfing  all  the  inteflted  Houfes. 

The  9th,  on  Notice  given,  that  feveral  Ta¬ 
verns,  Eating- Houles,  Coffee-Houfes,  and  o- 
ther  Places  of  that  Nature  were  open’d,  and 
there  was  always  multitudes  of  People  conti¬ 
nually  crowding  to  them,  by  which  mortal 
Communication  was  thereby  reviv’d  :  There¬ 
fore  an  Order  was  immediately  given  out,  re¬ 
quiring 
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quiring  them  to  fhut  up  all  their  Houfes  forth* 
with,  on  Pain  of  Imprisonment,  and  to  Livres 
Fine. 

The  10th  of  November ,  the  Infection  was 
eow  fo  very  mild  and  gentle,  all  over  the 
Town,  that  there  was  not  any  frefh  Infected 
brought  to  any  of  the  Hofpitals;  they  had 
great  Reafon  to  hope,  that  the  Anger  of  God 
was  intirely  appeas’d,  and  that  this  unhappy 
and  unfortunate  City,  would  in  a  little  Time 
be  intirely  freed  from  this  cruel  Scourge, 
which  had  laid  it  fo  defolate,  and  that  it 
was  freed  from  a  Relapfe,  by  the  fage,  jex- 
aQ:  and  judicious  Precautions,  which  were 
took  by  the  Commander  Langeron,  in  Con¬ 
cert  with  the  Sheriffs,  with  a  Zeal  fo  indefatiga¬ 
ble,  with  an  Affiduity  fo  laborious,  a  Vigi¬ 
lance  fo  bright,  and  an  Application  fo  Angu¬ 
lar,  that  the  Health  of  Marfeilles  can  no  other 
ways  be  regarded,  than  as  his  Work,  and 
whofe  glorious  Name  they  will  be  oblig’d  in 
Honour  and  Gratitude,  ever  to  refpeft  and 
venerate,  and  alfo  thofe  of  the  Sheriffs  who  fe. 
conded  him  fo  well,  and  who  merited  fo  juft- 
ly  the  Titles  of  Fathers  of  their  Country  ;  by 
the  Ardour  and  Zeal  with  which  they  were 
always  ready  to  expofe  themfelves  for  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  fame,  without  the  leaft  regard  of 
their  own  Lives. 

Done  at  Marfeilles  in  the  Town  Honfe  the  10 th 
of  December,  1720. 
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onfieur  Pons9 


T  O 


Monfieur  de  Bon>  Chevalier, 


Difcovering  the 


Nature  and  Caufe  of  the  Peftilence,  & c. 


SIR, 

Receiv’d  the  Letter  you  did  me 
the  Honour  of  writing  me  of 
the  io th  of  this  Month,  and 
am  extreamly  obliged  to  you 
for  thofe  new  Marks  of  Favour 
you  have  hereby  heaped  upon  me  :  I  cannot 

any  ways  better  (how  the  Efteem  and  Vene- 
*  -  R  ration 
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ration  for  the  fame,  as  Jikewife  the  ardent 
defire  I  have  for  the  Continuation  of  them, 
than  by  executing  your  Commands,  in'  giving 
you,  to  tlte  bell  of  my  Knowledge,  a  fhbrt  and 
true  Relation  of  the  nature  of  the  Diftemper 
that  now  afflifts  the  unhappy  City  of  Mar¬ 
seilles  }  as  alfo  to  notify  to  you  the  Remedies 
which  proved  the  inoft  fuccefsful  and  effectu¬ 
al  during  this  fad  Affliction.  Sir,  I  obey, 
and  hope  your  Goodnefs  will  excufe  all  the 
Errors  a  hafty  Pen  may  make  in  fo  difficult 
an  Undertaking. 

1  was  really  of  Opinion,  that  there  was  no 
fuch  thing  in  Nature  as  the  Plague }  and  that 
which  was  fo  call’d  there  by  our  Phyficians, 
was  no  other  than  a  fort  of  malignant  Fever,* 
proceeding  from  the  want  of  due  Care,  and 
through  Prejudices  of  People  in  not  Bleeding 
and  Purging  at  proper  Times  and  Seafons; 
for  by  this  mal  Practice,  the  Impurities  and 
heterogeneous  Particles  (which  ought  to  have 
been  carry ’d  off)  remaining  in  the  whole  mats 
of  Blood,  came  at  length  to  feperate  them- 
felves,  by  little  and  little,  thereby  af¬ 
fecting  the  Glands  in  different  Parts  of  the 
Body,  produc’d  Swellings  in  the  Parotides  or 
Almonds  of  the  Ear,  Buboes  in  the  Groin, 
Carbuncles,  Eruptions  and  Spots  breaking  out 
in  feveral  Parts  of  the  Body,  and  all  other 
Signs  of  Inflammation  which  are  obferved  in 
the  Plague.  This  Doctrine  was  taught  us  at 
Montpelier  in  the  Years  1688,  1689,  1690]. 
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'^nd  1691.  being  the  time  I  flay’d  there,  in 
order  to  take  my  Degrees.  But,  alas  !  this 
Doctrine  had  no  other  Foundation  but  only 
Ample  Prefumption the  Gentlemen  that 
Were  then  Profeifors  had  never  feen  the 

Plague.  , 

:  Having  therefore  fill’d  my  Head  with  tins 
Idea,  I  never  hefitated,  or  was  the  lead  con¬ 
cern’d  in  coming  hither  and  acquiefs  d, 
without  the  leaft  trouble  or  difficulty,  with 
the  Requeft  of  Monfieur  Berna^e%  which  he 
order’d  to  be  made  to  me  by  Monfieur  Boudoul^ 
Chatolen  or  Lord  of  Pezenas  \  but  1  was  prodi- 
gioufly  fur  pris’d  when  I  had  feen,  with  Mef- 
fieurs,  our  Collegues, that  the  Diftemper  which 
this  City  was  now  afflifted  with,  was  really 
the  Plague,  in  all  Particulars  the  fame  as  has 
been  defcribed  by  the  different  Authors  that 
have  treated  upon  that  SubjeA  ^  and  accom¬ 
panied  with  all  the  moft  eifential  Symptoms, 
in  fuch  manner  as  there  was  no  room  left  to 
doubt  in  the  leaft,  but  that  the  Plague  was 
of  it  felf  a  real  and  exifting  Diftemper,  and 
that  it  ought  to  be  treated  as  fuch  by  a  par^ 
ticular  Method. 

But  if  it  is  fo  eafy  to  convince  one  of  the 
reality  of  the  Plague,  it  is  not  fo  plain  and 
eafy  to  difcover  its  nature.  After  a  great 
deal  of  Study  and  Thought,  it  appeared  to 
me  to  have  a  great  affinity  with  the  Small- 
Box :  Both  the  one  and  the  othet  rage  at  dif¬ 
ferent  Times  and  Places. 

R  \  .  Th 


o 
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1  he  Smal/-P ox  happens  more  frequently 
than  the  Plague ,  which  although  it  rages  but 
feldom,  is  yet  too  frequent  j  fince  there  is  not 
any  Age  palfes  over  without  perceiving  fome- 
thing  of  its  Fury  it  fpreads  itfelf  from  one 
Country  to  another  j  it  Jnfeds  fucceffively  the 
Towns  and  Villages  j  it  commonly  attacks  a 
Perfon  but  once,  which  is  altogether  the 
fame  as  the  Small-Pox. 

According  to  this  Notion  and  Idea  we 
ought  to  eftablifh  a  Seminium  Pejlis  \n  the 
Air  to  produce  the  Plague ,  as  we  have  efta¬ 
blifh  d  one  for  the  Small-Pox ,  fince  they  are 
equally  alike  epidemick,  I  (hall  not' enter 
into  a  detail  of  the  Caufes  which  unfolds  and 
puts  this  Ferment  into  Motion,  as  Famine, 
Mifery,  &c.  I  fnall  leave  that  to  the  wife 
Profeiiors  j  and  fhall  only  remark  what  I  have 
obferved  to  have  happened  in  the  different 
Stadias  of  the  Plague ,  to  have  appeared  the 
fame  in  the  Small-Pox.  .  '■  ■  V- 

They  were  immediately  feiz’d  with  Shi- 
verings  and  Vomiting,  Pains  of  the  Head, 
Flulhings  in  the  Face,  their  Eyes  flaring  and 
fparkling,  a  'Delirium ,  a  Heavinefs  and  Drow- 
finefs,  accompanied  with  a  Fever,  and  when 
die  morbifick  Matter  could  not  feperate  it 
felf  by  Buboes  or  Carbuncles ,  &fc.  and  that 
the  Symptoms  were  very  violent,  they  died 
in  Twenty'FourHours  at  fartheft  j  and  there 
was  no  Remedies  then  of  any  effed. 


Others 
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Others  were  feiz’d  with  Shiverings  and 
Cordialgias ,  a  total  decay  of  Strength,  a  pale 
and  dead  Wage,  their  Eyes  funk  in  their 
Heads,  accompanied  with  a  hard  Pulfe,  a  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  Refpiration,  and  moft  of  thele  died 

alfo. 

Thofe  which,  after  the  firft  Attack,  had 
Buboes  appeared,  or  Carbuncles or  other 
Plague  Sores,  the  Fever  foon  left  them,  or 
very  much  decreas’d,  the  malignant  Particles 
being  by  thofe  Means  thrown  on  the  outward 
Parts  of  the  Body,  where  they  foon  came 
to  a  Suppuration,  or  where  a  plentiful  Sweat 
fucceeded,  thofe  all  Recovered. 

'■  On  the  other  hand,  where  Nature  was  not 
firong  enough  to  make  thofe  Seperations  in 
large  Quantities,  and  in  time,  the  Fever 
very  feidom  left  them  •,  therefore  fome  of 
thofe  Recovered,  but  the  greateft  Part  of 
them  died. 

By  this,  Sir,  you  may  fee  what  a  Refem- 
blance  it  had  with  the  Small  Fox.  When 
the  Leven  of  the  Plague  had  attack’d  the 
Mafs  of  Blood,  and  by  its  Agitation  and 
Fermentation  coagulated  the  fame,  where¬ 
by  the  Morbifick  Matter  could  not  any 
•ways  be  evacuated  by,  the  common  Etnun- 
dorys,  it  made  immediately  an  Inflamation  on 
the  Vifcera,  and  the  Perfon  dyed.  In  like 
manner  it  happens  in  the  Small  Pox,  when 
the  Leven  coagulates  the  Blood,  and  hinders 
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the  neceiiary  Secretions.  Bat  when,  on  the 
other  hand,  after  a  fudden  Ebullition,  Bu¬ 
boes,  Carbuncles  appear,  and  that  the  Fever 
ceafes,  the  Sick  are  able  in  two  or  three 
Days  to  get  up,  to  walk,  or  go  about,  and  to 
eat,  we  have  feen  a  great  many  of  this  kind. 
The  fame  thing  is  feen  in  the  kindeft  Sort  of 
Small  Pox.  1  he  third  Station,  which  is 
that  of  Suppuration,  and  is  fo  well  known 
in  the  Small  Pox  to  be  accompanied  with  fo 
much  Danger,  even  at  the  time  that  the  Pu- 
ilulds  are  come  to  due  Suppuration,  and  that 
the  fever  fhould  intirely  leave  them,  and 
that  oftentimes  fatal  Confeqiiences  has  fol¬ 
lowed  j  fo  many  of  the  Morbih'ck  Particles 
fhould  ftill  remain  behind  in  the  Blood,  or 
that  it  fhould  flow  back  again,  by  reafon  of 
a  flow  and  tedious  Suppuration.  The  fame 
thing  was  remark  d  in  the  Plague  that  was 
now  current  here,  we  have  feen  feveral  Bui 
boes  and  Carbuncles  which  were  come  to 
Suppuration,  and  that  the  Sick  could  not  fave 
themfelves  from  Death,  by  reafon  of  the  in- 
tetnai  Inflamations,  and  conftant  Fluxes  of 
the  Belly  which  happens  commonly  on  the 
M tb,  and  even  the  11ft  Day,  becaufe  all 
the  Malignancy  of  the  Plague  was  not  as  yet 

_  Of  all  the  Medicines  I  kept  by  me  for  my 
Ufe,  I  firft  tried  the  Antimonial  Emetick 
mixt  with  Purgatives  but  without  any 
Succefs  j  I  perceived  that  the  Diftempeir 

com- 
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Commonly  carried  them  off  on  the  %d  or  4 th 
Day  after  their  being  feiz’d.  If  I  was  call’d  to 
them  in  24  Hours  after  the  Invafion,  I  confin’d 
my  felf  only  to  a  light,  gentle  Emetick,  andfup- 
ported  my  Remedy  with  gentle  and  eafy  Cor¬ 
dials,  as  Venice  Treacles  y  Diafcordium,  Powder 
of  Vipers ,  Diaphoreticks ,  Antimony ^  Bezor3 
Eolearmoniack ,  Seal'd  Earthy  given  in  a  final! 
Dofe,  and  often  repeated.  , 

,  I  was  now,  Sir,  under  the  greateft  Obliga¬ 
tion  in  the  World  to  make  my  Obfervations., 
for  I  found  my  felf  not  only  Phyfician  of  a 
great  Hofpital  which  Monfieur  Langoron  had 
caus’d  to  be  made  in  the  Mally  with  Tents, 
where  I  had  more  than  280  Sick,  and  I 
found  ty  this  Method  I  gat  ground  of  the 
Diftemper,  and  that  it  recovered  feveral : 
When  towards  the  fifth  or  fixth  Day  the  Bu¬ 
boes  were  a  little  rais’d,  and  had  fome  Marks 
of  Suppuration,  I  order’d  them  to  be  open’d 
with  a  Cauftick,  and  I  order’d  all  the  Plague 
Sores  that  appear’d,  to  be  fcarrified^  and 
moreover,  made  the  Cauftick  to  be  applied  to 
them  alfo,  which  fucceeded  admirably  welb 

This,  Sir,  is  all  that  I  have  obferved, 
touching  this  Difeafe  i  the  Idea  which  I  have 
here  given  you,,  may  feem  fome  what  extra¬ 
ordinary^  becaufe  it  is  wholly  new-.  But,  f 
hope  it  will  be  of  Service  to  thofe  Phyficians, 
who  never  have  feen  the  Plague 5  in  cafe  they 
\  ’  fhould 
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iTbould  be  obliged  at  any  time  to  take  care  of 
any  that  fhould  be  infected. 


I  beg  that  God  of  his  Infinite  Mercy  would 
preferve  that  Province  from  this  fevere  Scourge, 
and  that  he  will  keep  your  Uluftrious  Family 
in  Health  and  Safety  j  and  beg  you  will  be¬ 
lieve  it  to  be  the  greateft  Honour  I  can  de¬ 
fire,  to  be  always  devoted  to  your  Service  % 
and  that  I  am,  with  the  raoft  profound  Re- 


fpeft. 


At  Mdrfelles 
the  18th  of 
OBob.  1*720. 


S  I  R, 

■  '  w 

Your  Moji  Obedient ,  and 

Mojl  Humble  Servant £ 


Pons,  D.AL 


F  I  N  /  S. 
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